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RULES FOR SAFE OPERATION

LOOK FOR THIS SYMBOL TO POINT OUT IMPORTANT

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS.

ALERT!

. Know the controls and how to stop quickly. READ THE

OWNER'S MANUAL.

. Do not allow children to operate the vehicle. Do not allow

adults to operate it without proper instruction,

. Do not carry passengers. Keep children and pets a safe dis-

tance away.

. Always wear substantial footwear. Do not wear loose fitting

clothing that could get caught in moving parts.

. Keep your eyes and mind on your tractor, mower and the

area being cut. Don't let other interests distract you.
Do not attempt to operate your Tractor or mower when
not in operator s seat.

. Always get on or off your tractor from the operator's left

hand side.

. Clear the work area of objects which might be picked up

and thrown.

. Disengage all attachment clutches and shift into neutral be-

fore attempting to start the engine.

. Disengage power to attachments and stop the engine be-

fore leaving the operator's position.

. Disengage power to mower, stop the engine and disconnect

spark plug wire(s}) from spark plug(s) before cleaning,
making an adjustment or repairs,

. Disengage power to attachments when transporting or not

in use.

. Take all possible precautions when leaving the vehicle un-

attended, such as disengaging the power-take-off, lowering
the attachments, shifting into neutral, setting the parking
brake, stopping the engine, and removing the key.

. Do not stop or start suddenly when going uphill or down-

hill, Mow up and down the face of slopes (not greater than
15°): never across the face.

. Reduce speed on slopes and make turns gradually to pre-

vent tipping or loss of control. Exercise extreme caution
when changing direction on slopes.

. Do not shift gears while going up or down slopes. Choose

a gear low enough to negotiate the slope without stopping
and shifting gears. To reduce speed, move throttle {ever
to slow.

. Never mow in wet or slippery grass, when traction is un-

sure or at a speed which could cause a skid.

. Stay alert for holes in the terrain and other hidden hazards.
. Do not drive too close to creeks, ditches and public high-

ways.

. Exercise special care when mowing around fixed objects

in order to prevent the blades from striking them. Never
deliberately run tractor or mower into or over any foreign
object.

. Never shift gears until tractor comes to a stop.
. Never place hands or feet under the mower, in the deflector

(discharge chute) or near any moving parts while tractor
or mower are running. Always keep ciear of discharge chute.

IT MEANS--ATTENTION!
YOUR SAFETY IS INVOLVED.

BECOME

23. Use care when pulling loads or using heavy equipment.

27.
28.
29.

30.

31.

32.
33.

. Handle gasoline with care - it

a. Use only approved drawbar hitch points.

b. Limit toads to those you can safely control.

¢. Do not turn sharply. Use care when backing.

d. Use counterweights or wheel weights when suggested in
this owner's manual.

. Watch out for traffic when crossing or near roadways.
. When using any attachments, never direct discharge of

material toward bystanders nor allow anyone near the ve-

hicle while in operation.

is highly flammable.

a. Use approved gasoline containers.

b. Never remove the cap of the fuel tank or add gasoline to
a running or hot engine, or fill the fuel tank indoors.
Wipe up spilled gasoline.

c. Open doors if the engine is run in the garage - exhaust
fumes are dangerous. Do not run the engine indoors.

Keep the vehicle and attachments in good operating con-

dition, and keep safety devices in place.

Keep all nuts, bolts and screws tight to be sure the equip-

ment is in safe working condition.

Never store the equipment with gasoline in the tank inside

a building where fumes may reach an open flame or spark.

Allow the engine to cool before storing in any enclosure.

To reduce fire hazard, keep the engine free of grass, leaves

or excessive grease.

The vehicle and attachments should be stopped and inspect-

ed for damage after striking a foreign object, and the dam-

age should be repaired before restarting and operating the
equipment.

Do not change the engine governor settings or overspeed

the engine.

When using the vehicle with mower, proceed as follows:

a. Mow only in daylight or in good artificial light.

b. Never make a cutting height adjustment while the engine
is running if the operator must dismount to do so.

¢. Shut the engine off when removing the grass catcher or
unclogging chute.

d. Check the blade mounting bolts for proper tightness at
frequent intervals.

. Check the grass catcher bags frequently for wear or deterio-

ration. Replace with new bags for safety protection.
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REMOVING MOWER
FROM TRACTOR

1.Disengage Mower Clutch Control {"OFF' position).

2 .Remove Engine Belt Guard (Fig. 4).
3.Remove belt from Engine Pulley.

4. (Refer to Fig. 7). Remove:Retainer Spring holding Adjust-
ing Pin to Idler Shaft Assembly. Remove Adjusting Pin
from Idler Shaft Assembly.

5. (Refer to Fig. 8). Remove Retainer Spring from Adjusting
Pin. Remove Adjusting Pin from Idler Shaft Assembly. Un-
hook Spring from Idler Frame and Front Axle Bracket.
(Fig. 5). Remove Idler Shaft Assembly from front of trac-
tor and place on ground between front wheels.

6. Lower mower by means of the Lift Lever (Fig. 12), to its
extreme low position.

7. Pull all four Attaching Plungers {Fig. 2) outward to detach
mower from tractor.

8.Turn front wheels to left and slide mower out from under
R.H. side of tractor.

OUTER BLADES DRIVE BELT

1. Remove mower from tractor.
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2 .Unhook Spring from rear of Bel* Guide. Remove Belt
Guide at center mandrel by removiny the 3 Belt Guide Nuts,
Lockwashers, and Flat Washers (Fig. 19).

3 .Remove cotter pins at front of Lower Suspension Arms.
Move suspension linkage outward and swing to rear--both
R.H. and L.H. sides.

4 .48" MOWER ONLY. Remove the three cap screws and
lockwashers and remove Upper Center Mandrel Sheave.

5 .Remove mower deck Cover.

B .Remove one bolt in Belt Guide (No. 26, page 10) at L.H.
Mandrel Sheave (Fig. 20). Loosen the other bolt. Swing
Belt Guide to one side.

2. Remove Belt.

8. Remove any dirt and grass which may have accumulated
around sheaves and idler arm,
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s.lnstall new belt in groove of L.H. Mandrel Sheave lower
groove of Center Mandrel Sheave and around Flat Idler.
From a position at discharge end of mower, grasp rear-
most strand of belt in left hand and pull belt coming from
idler with right hand until it will go into groove of R.H.
Mandrel Sheave (Fig. 20).

10. Rotate Center Sheave by hand to make sure belt is running
in the grooves properly.

BLADES WILL ROTATE WITH CENTER
SHEAVE.

11. Reassemble Belt Guide at L.H. Mandrel and adjust so that
there is 1/16 to 3/32 inch clearance between Guide and
the belt all around.

12. Reassemble Mower Deck Cover. Fasten nuts securely,

(CENTER TO OUTER MANDRELS)

CENTER SHEAVE R.H. MANDREL SHEAVE

-
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GREASE FITTING

FIGURE 21 §

13.48" MOWER ONLY. Reassemble Upper Center Mandrel
Sheave with three caps screws and lockwashers removed in
step four. Tighten securely.

14 .with main drive belt in position, replace Belt Guide and
snubber at Center Mandrel, and adjust so that there is
1/16 to 1/8 inch clearance between it and the Sheave. Ad-
just drive belt and snubber.

15. Replace Suspension Arms in their original position and se-
cure with Cotter Pins.

STORAGE

Remove mower from tractor for winter storage. When mower
is to be stored for a period of time, clean it thoroughly, re-
move all dirt, grease, leaves, etc. Give blades and undrrside of
housing a good coat of grease or rust preventative. Store in a
clean dry area.

Each mandrel should be filled with grease thru the Grease
Fitting located between mower blade and underside of the
mower housing (Fig. 21). Wipe fitting clean before greasing.
Use high performance extreme pressure lubricating grease,
(Amdex No. 1 EP or equivalent). Add grease until it oozes out
. around the cap above the blade and under the sheave. This
will not damage the grease retainer. Wipe mandrel clean of ex-
cess grease. This grease may be obtained by ordering thru
your nearest Sears repair parts department. Part No. 2557R.

Sears, Roebuck and Co. or Simpsons-Sears Ltd. in Canada i~

serves the right to make any changes in design or improve:

ments without imposing any obligation to install the same
-9- upon its items heretofore manufactured.
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REPAIR PARTS

42" ROTARY MOWER--MODEL NUMBER 917.253580
48" ROTARY MOWER--MODEL NUMBER 917.253590

11 -

KEY 42" 48" PART DESCRIPTION
NO. NO.
1A X X 9479R Lever Plunger Cap
1 X X 9083R Lever Plunger
2 X X 8540R Drive Lock Pin 3/16 x 1 - 1/2
3 X X 2876H Spring
4 X X STD551037 *Washer 13/32 x 7/8 x 14 Ga.
5 X X 673A61 Lift Lever W/Plunger (Inc. Key No's. 1, 2 and 3)
E 6 X X 2895H Handle Grip
7 X X 280M1 Bushing
S 8 X X 634A368  Pitch Adjustment Weldment
- 9 X X 9426H Pitch Adjustment Bracket
1%) 10 X X STD541137 *Hex Nut 3/8 - 24 UNF
© 1 X X 9420H Leveling Pin
2 12 X X 2511pP Cotter Pin 3/16 x 1
© 13 X 634A345 Suspension Arm Weldment - Outer
E 13 X 634A348 Suspension Arm Weldment - Quter
e 14 X 634A344 Suspension Arm Weldment - Inner - R.H.
(@) 14 X 634A347 Suspension Arm Weldment - Inner - R.H.
© 15 X X 634A879 Lift Shaft Weldment
© 16 X X 929R Lift Link
S 17 X X 9412H Hanger Link
wn 18 X X 2505P Cotter Pin 1/8 x 3/4
S 19 X X 9535H Spring
)] 20 X X 9505H Elastic Stop Nut 3/8 - 24 UNF
()] 21 X 634A343 Suspension Arm Weldment - Inner - L.H.
. 21 X 634A346 Suspension Arm Weldment - Inner - L.H.
22 X X STD551050 *Washer 17/32x 1-1/16 x 13 Ga.
' 22A X X 94656M Roll Pin 3/16 x 1 -1/2
< 23 X X 3720R Spring
24 X X 9416H Plunger
E 25 X X 9504H Roll Pin 3/16 x 2
o 26 X X 634A334  Belt Guide Assembly
Y— 27 X 634A854 Deck ldler Arm Assembly
f_U 27 X 634A477 Ueck idier Arm Asscirily
S 28 X X 9503H Spring
cC 29 X X 2083R Flat Idler
O 30 X X 8041R Bearing
E 31 X 2289R Dischaige Cutoff Plate
31 X 2290R Discharge Cutoff Plate
) 32 X X 3644R Suspension Bracket - Front - L.H.
9_) 33 X X 3543R Suspension Bracket - Front - R.H.
Y— 34 X 9422R Blade Shield
e 34 X 9500R Blude Shield
2 35 X X STD551137 *Lockwasher 3/8 - Heavy
- 36 X X STD541037 *Hex Nut 3/8 - 16 UNC
(®) 37 X X STDB51131 *Lockwasher 5/16 - Heavy
o 38 X X STD541031 *Hex Nut 5/16 - 18 UNC
© 39 X X STDB51031 *Washer 11/32 x 11/16 x 16 Ga.
40 X X S51D541237 *Hex Jam Nut 3/8 - 16 UNC
42 X X STD533712 *Square Neck Carriage Bolt 3/8 - 16 x 1 -1/4
43 X X STD523710 *Hex Bolt 3/8 -16 x 1
44 X X STD533710 *Square Neck Carriage Bolt 3/8 - 16 x 1
45 X X 61P Sq. Nk. Carriage Bolt - Sht. Shoulder 3/8-16x 1 Gr. 5
46 X X STD523712 *Hex Bolt 3/8-16x1-1/4
47 X X STD533107 *Square Neck Carriage Bolt 5/16 - 18 x 3/4
48 X X STD523715 *Hex Bolt3/8-16x1-1/2
49 X X STD533725 *Square Neck Carriage Bolt 5/16 - 18 x 2 - 1/2
50 X X STD533730 *Square Neck Carriage Bolt 3/8 - 16 x 3
51 X X STD551037 *Washer 13/32 x 13/16 x 16 Ga.
52 X X 5394H Center Lock Nut 3/8 - 16 UNC
X X 9912R Warranty Tag
X X 6474 Owners Manual

*STANDARD HARDWARE--PURCHASE LOCALLY
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REPAIR PARTS 42" ROTARY MOWER-MODEL NUMBER 917.253580
43" ROTARY MOWER-MODEL NUMBER 917.253590

KEY 42 48 PART DESCRIPTION
NO. NO.
1 X X STD541031 *Hex Nut 5/16 - 18 UNC
2 X X STD551131 *Lockwasher 5/16 - Heavy
3 X X STD551031 *Washer 11/32 x 11/16 x 16 Ga.
4 X X 2629R Brake Shoe
5 X X 3770R Spring
6 X 634A590 Snubber Weldment
6 X 634A592 Snubber Weldment
7 X X STD560907 *Cotter Pin 3/32 x 3/4
8 X 634A588 Belt Guide Weldment - Center
8 X 634A591 Belt Guide Weldment - Center
9 X 634A856 Deck Drive Cover and Weld Bolts
9 X 634A484 Deck Drive Cover and Weld Bolts
E 10 X X 4831H Elastic Stop Nut 3/4 - 16 UNF
8 11 X X 634A417 Mandrel Sheave - Outer w/Set Screws (Inc. Key No. 12)
- 12 X X 4539P Hex Forged Socket Headless Set Screw C.P. 3/8 - 16 x 5/8
v 13 X X 881R Metallic Seal
[4°) 14 X X 1564H Bearing Cone
=) 15 X X 15563H Bearing Cup
% 16 X X 634A431 Mandrel Tube and Cups - Outer {Inc. Key No. 15}
E 17 X X 9458H Mandrel Cap
e 18 X X 634A315 Shaft and Flange - Outer
®) 19 X X 634A423 Mandrel Assembly with Sheave - Outer (inc. Key No's. 10
-b’ : thru 18 and 46)
o 20 X X 5951R Mandrel Shim - L.H.
b 21 X 634A923 Mandrel Assembly with Sheave - Center (Inc. Key No's. 10,
wn 12, 23 thru 30 and 46)
?6 21 X 634A922 Mandre! Assembly with Sheave - Center (Inc. Key No's. 10,
) 12, 23 thru 30 and 46)
wn 22 X X 8330H Woodruff Key 1/4 x 1 H.T.
. 23 X X 1036R Mandrel Cap - Center
' 24 X X 634A426 Shaft and Flange - Center
25 X X 880R Woodruff Key 1/4 x 1.7 H.T.
< 26 X X 882R Metallic Seal
E 27 X X 9494H Bearing Cone
28 X X 888R Bearing Cup
e 29 X X 634A427 Mandrel Tube and Cup - Center (Inc. Key No. 28)
Y 30 X 634A926 Mandre! Sheave - Center with Set Screws {Inc. Key No. 12)
I 30 X 634A927 Mandrel Sheave - Center with Set Screws (Inc. Key No. 12)
S 31 X 2080R Mandrel Sheave Upper - Center
c 32 X 6942R V-Belt (Center to Outer Mandrels)
o 32 X 6943R V-Belt (Center to Outer Mandrels)
E 33 X X 643J Deflector - Caution Decal
34 X 634A855 Deflector Shieid Weldment
8 34 X 634A895 Deflector Shield Weldment
o 35 X 8063R Runner - R. H.
Y 35 X 8064R Runner - R.H.
a—) 36 X 9482R Mower Housing
~ 36 X 9536R Mower Housing
2 37 X 9480R Blade
o 37 X 9497R Blade
% 38 X 2070R Runner - L.H.
38 X 2071R Runner - L.H.
39 X X 9133R Instruction - Caution Decal
40 X X STD551143 *Lockwasher 7/16
41 X STD551137 *Lockwasher 3/8 - Heavy
42 X X 9591R Lift Decal
43 X X STD533107 *Carriage Bolt 5/16- 18 x 3/4
44 X X STD523110 *Hex Bolt5/16 - 18 x 1 Grade b
45 X X 3204°P Hex Bolt 7/16 - 14 x 3/4 Grade 5
46 X X 68556M Grease Fitting
47 X STD523710 *Hex Bolt3/8-16x 1
438 X X STD523110 *Hex Bolt 5/16 - 18 x 1
49 X X 2557R Amdex No. 1 E.P. Grease (Not Furnished with Mower)
50 X X 9082R Deflector Shield Rod
51 X X 9098R Deflector Shield Bracket
52 X X 5846R Push Nut
53 X X 5848R Torsion Spring

*STANDARD HARDWARE--PURCHASE LOCALLY
213-
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