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SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT
IMPORTANT —READ CAREFULLY

Thisisalegal agreement between you (either an individual or a single entity) and Timestone Software. By keeping this
package and using the software, you are accepting the terms and are bound by the terms of thislicense. If you do not wish to
enter into this agreement, please promptly return all copies of the Software, User Guides and Hardlock devicesto Timestone
Software for afull refund. This User Guide and the software programs it describes are protected by copyright, trade secret
and trademark law. By accepting this license, you have the right to use them, subject to the terms and conditions of this
license agreement.

Definitions and | nterpretation
+ Software means the Program modul es enabled and authorised for use for your installation.

¢ Hardlock device means the hardware device used to enable the Software to function.

Scope of Agreement

+ Timestone Software hereby grants you, the original purchaser, personal, non-exclusive license to use the User
Guide and the Software subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

+ Grant of License. You may use the Software on a maximum of one computer that you own or operate at asingle
physical location . You may transfer the Software from one computer to another provided that you do not use or
permit the usage of the Software on more than one computer or computer terminal at atime.

+ Copies. You may not copy or duplicate the Software, except as necessary solely for archival purposes, program
error verification, or to replace defective storage media, provided you keep the original and the copies. You may
not alter, decompile or disassemble the Software.

¢ Transfers. You may not sublicense, lease or rent or lend the Software or transfer any of your rights under this
Agreement. You may transfer the Software (together with any backup copies you have made), Hardlock device
and the User Guide on a permanent basis so long as you retain no copies, the transferee agrees to be bound by the
terms of this Agreement, and Timestone Software has authorised the transfer by written confirmation.

+ Term. The License granted in this agreement is effective until terminated. You may terminate it at any time by
destroying or returning to Timestone Software the Software and the User Guide, together with all copies, and
returning to Timestone Software the Hardlock Device. If you fail to comply with any term or condition of this
Agreement, this License will terminate and, upon such termination, you agree to destroy or return to Timestone
Software the Software and the User Guide, together with all copies, and return to Timestone Software the
Hardlock Device. Termination of this license shall bein addition and not in lieu of any other remedies available
to Timestone Software.

Limited Warranty, Disclaimer

Timestone Software warrants that the media on which the Software is recorded and the User Guide provided with it are free
from defects in material and workmanship under normal use for a period of 90 days from the date of your original purchase.
Except for the limited warranty described above, the Softwareis sold “asis’, and you are assuming the entirerisk asto its
quality and performance. It is your responsibility to verify the results obtained from the use of the Software.

Limitation of Remedies

If during the 90-day limited warranty period, you discover physical defectsin the User Guide or in the Media on which the
Software was recorded, Timestone Software will replace them as no charge to you. Thisis your sole remedy.

IN NO EVENT WILL TIMESTONE SOFTWARE BE LIABLE TO ANY PERSON FOR ANY DIRECT,
INDIRECT, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL OR SIMILAR DAMAGES, EVEN IF TIMESTONE
SOFTWARE HASBEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.



Table of Contents

I S Tc Lo Y01 I == [ o 1
ol o L= oo = (o 1= oo OSSOSO 1
Pre-iNStallati ON FEOUITEIMENES ...ttt ettt b et et ae b e bt s et e e e e s e e ae e b e bt sE e s e e e R e eh e eb e e bt sE e b e e ene e st ebeebese e b e e e e enis 1
(= o R To l o T 01 T =SSR 1
Getting help from TECHNICEl SUPPOIT........c.ciueiireieirieirt ettt se bbbt bt e b s bttt b et e b e e b e b e r st e 2

2 — SYSLEM REQUITEIMENTS ......eiitiiieeeisieesteeie ettt sttt sttt et e se e beeeesseesbeeaeesseesbeenbesseesaeenseeneesseensens 3
HarOWErE FEOUITEIMENES. .....ciiitetetcteti sttt bbbttt bbbt e bbb bbb ne e b bbb e e bbbk e sttt ne bbb 3

Gl 1S = = o o PSSP 5
Installing the AdODE ACIODEE REAMES .........cc.oiieeeeee ettt h bbb e et h e e bt sb e b e st e e et e st eae et e s benee s e e enean 6

e U T aTo (= s =TT T N 1 I 0TS 7
PrintTiME SMAIN FEBLUIMNES.......ceeeeeeeeie ettt ettt e et et e e e aeee e bese e s e e e st e aeeE e bese e e e e e meeaeebe bt sEe s e e eneeneebesaeseeseeensanis 7
USING PrINETIME STNEEITACE. ...ttt h bbbt h bbb e e e e e ae e b e bt se £ eb e e bt sE e b et eneeneebeebesee b e e e e enis 9
UNAErstanding the INTEITACE. ... ... i b et e e e e se s tesbeste b e e eseeseebesbesteabe s eneeseebesbestenseneeneesennen 10

5 — CoNfigUIING PrintTiME.....ocui ittt e bbb e b ae e e e 11
SEtting the Program GEFALITS.........ccoiiiieecicese ettt et a st e s b e s ae s ese e s e e aeeseebeebestesbesaeneeseebeasesteseseenenresbenran 11
Defining PaCKagES QNG PACK SELS ......cutvereirteierteiiitet etttk h ettt h e b et b et e he b bt e b e e e b e st e b bt e b bt e b et e r e st nnene e 12
How PrintTime handl @S PaCkageS GN0 SELS........coueiuiiiieieieeie ettt ettt st et e et aesbe s e e see e e e e e eneeaesaeseesseneeneeneeaeas 12
DEfINING PACKAGES ......ce ettt ae bbb b e e et ae e b e bt sE e b e oo a e eheeh e e bt s b e s e e eme e b e ebesbe st e s e e eneebennen 12
Designing @ Package — @N EXAMPIE.......ccueiueieieecie ettt et s b et et e e e st s seebe s aeste b eseeseeReeteebeeEe b et eneeReeteeRentente e eneereerea 13
CrEALE NEW PBCK SEL ...v.uivetieeteiste etttk s et b e b e b et s R s e e b e e b e e R s £ AR e b e A E b e R e R e e b et R s e R b e e e b e bt R bt e Rt nrenn 14

(O o (o [T o N 1 =SSOSR 16
(@1 3T0T0 = aTo B 111=-] (o 1= [o [OOSR 16
SOMTING FIIES 1.ttt h bt e b Rt e R E bt e b e e R e R A e e b e R e R e e b et R st e bt b e e bt e bt e Rt nr s 17
Preparing DItMED FIIES. ..o ettt ettt a et et e et et e aeeh e bt st e b e e e meeaeeEeebeeE e s e e eneeReebeseeebenseneeneereaaen 18
SWITCNING PBCK SBLS ...ttt h ettt a e bbb £ et e R e e he e b e b e sE e e e b e e e ae e Rt eh e eb e eE e e b e e et ebeebeebenee b et e e ebeenenean 20
S 1T f1T=Y 0] 11 o =TSSR 21
AGAING TNE FIT... ittt e bbbt e R bbb n e b e e R et e R R e R bt e b et R et R h e R e bt n s n e 21
EditiNG fIlES INM @UQUEUE ...ttt ettt ettt ae bt be s e et e e e me e Rt ehe et sE e b e e e meeReeEeeeeeEe s eneeneeseebeseesbensenseneasennens 22
MaNAGING PrINES TN B QUEUE. ... ...eiueitirtirterteieeeeie ettt et ettt ae et e s e e e eae et e abese et e e e aeeaeeb e bt sb e b e e e meeReebeebesE e s e e eneebeabenbenbeseneenenbennens 22

[ F (o T o) 111 o [ SRS 22



(@<= (=N 0 =TV o v o OSSR 22

L T 0T = Y 0 [ o RSOSSN 23
T —PriNtING TN QUEUE......c.eeceee ettt ettt e bt e e s e s re et e eaeesbeetesaeesaeensesseenseennennes 24
Configuring and CONLIOIIING PAPET SIZES........c.eireuirieieerieireet sttt ettt b bbb st s e bt s e e bt e b et s b e st n e e b e e sb et e b e st se e b e s ene e nnenn 24
AULOMALTC PAPEE OFTEIMEBEION .......eeieteite ittt ettt e aeeaeetestesee e e s eeaeeaeebese e s e e eseeaeeE e bese e e emeeneaaeebeeeeseemseneeneeseabeseesenseneeneateasen 25
AULOMALIC PAPEE SIZE SEIECLION ...ttt bt bt b e et h e bt e b s e e b e e e s e e s e e b e e bt eb e e b e b en e e st e bt eb e e b e ne et eneebeeneneenes 25
PaCKBgE INAEX LINES.......ccuiiieieiieeiceite ettt sttt b e te st e e e s e st e be e be s Ee b e e eseese et e e b e st e ebe e eseeseebeebeaEe s e e eneeseabeabesteseneenensensens 26
SEtting the INEX LINE OPLIONS......c.ieiiiiiteiieet stttk b e b et b et e bt e bt s bt e b et s bt e b e b e st b e st ne et e e e n et nnenn 28
ChooSING the INAEX LiNE CONEENT ........c.iieeeeeieee ettt ettt et et e e e aeeaeebesaese e s emeeaeeaeaheeaeseesse e eneeseeaeseeseesseneeneesesnesean 28
USING PITNEEI COMTECLIONS .....ueeueeuerteetestest ettt sttt se et ae b bt st e e e e eaeeheebeeb e £ e e e Rt e aeebeeh e e EeeE e b e e e aeeheebeeb e eE e s e s e eneebeabesbenbe s eneenenbesnens 29
L la Ll aTo (o= N L1017 o SRS 29
USING PITNEEN COMTECLIONS .....veueteiieeteeet ettt ettt ettt b e bttt s st ne b e e b e st e b st s b e b et AR et e b e bt b st ne e b et R e st e e e bt ebeb e e e b e s s r e st nnene e 31
Configuring the PriNEEO 18I, ..ottt sttt b bt st et et e e e ae e b e eaeseess e e et eseeaesaeseesseneeneeneenenean 31
Printing @nd USING thE QUEUE. ..........couiiiiee ettt sttt h e e b et ae bt e b e b e sb e b et e st ehe e bt e b e e b e s e s e eneebeebesbe b e s eneenenbeenen 31
(0L T o RSN 1010= o I - TSRS 32
PrINEING DEICNES ...ttt b st e b Rt E st R bt e e b e e e Rt b e b e bRt e b et R e st e e bt s b e bt r s nen e 33
Pausing @ batCh WHIl@ PrINEING. .......coeii ettt sttt b e be e e et e e e se e e eaeebesaesee s eneeneebeebeseensenseneenestenanns 33
RE-PIINLING DBICNES. ...ttt h bbbt e e he e ae s bt e b e e H e sb e b et e a e ehe e bt e b e s b e s e s e eneebeebesbenbe s eneenenbeenens 33
8 —Printing IMage SCrPL fIlES ....cui e re e 34
UsiNg TimMESLONE IMAGE SCHIPL FIlES. ..o ettt ettt st et eeaeebe s b e see e e e eneeseebeseeste s eneenestesaeas 34
AGUING SCITPE FIIES.... ettt b bbb e e e e e s e e b e e R e e e e b e e E e e e R e e b e e R e eb e e b e nE e e e s e e bt ebeeb e e e et e e eneeneneene 34
(DR = Yo I S T oL =R RURORRSRSPR 34
Printing Timestone IMage SCHPL fIlES .....cvouiiiiiere et b et b et e bt se b bt ne b e n e 36
S U (o] p =10 o I o1 [ 1] T PSR 37
HOU FOLAEIS: AN OVEIVIEW. ....eititet ettt b e h b bt E e E et s e b e Rt Eeh b bt e e b et R e s e e e e bt beb e b et e r st nnene e 37
(@7 i gTo g To 18 o o 1= USSR 37
DefiNiNg NEW NOL FOIAEIS ...t bbbttt b bt sb e b et e st e bt e bt s b e s b e s e e eae e b e ebesbe st e s e e enenbeenens 38
L (o o0 Tot=-o S ] o RO 39
o 1100 I Y o (o SRS 40
Batch handling for Timestone 1Mage SCHIPE fIlES........vcuiriiier bbbt 40
Applying image COrreCtionS @N0 PACKAGES..........eeteruereeereauertesteseereeeeteeseste s e see s e e eseeaesteseeseeseeseeseeaeateaseseeseneeneaseebessessenseneenseseasens 41
Printing fileS from NOL FOIAEYS. ...ttt b e b b e e e e e bt b e ebe s b et e e e st enenbenne 41
File handling after IMBGING.......veveeeiiiserteiteieiese s et e et e e st e see s e e eseeseetessessenseseesesseebessensesbeseeseeseesesbesseseseeseeseabessessenseneanentensen 42
10— Calibration & Color ManagemMENT ..........cceiiririirenirieeee et sr e e nenes 43



Before you Begin

Scope and audience

This manual covers both operation and technical aspects required to use PrintTime. The
manual is divided into several chapters — see the Table of Contents at the start for a broad
sweep. Alternatively, consult the Index for specific procedures.

Getting more help
More help is available for PrintTime from the following places:

e Help pagesfrom our WWW site, http://www.timestone.com.au
e Technica support as noted at the end of this chapter

Pre-installation requirements
You will need to following resources and information before you start installing
PrintTime:
e  PrintTime software installation CD-Rom
e  PrintTime software user’s guide
e Hardware protection device
e ‘Unlock’ code supplied by Timestone Software

e Your computer complies with the hardware and software specifications
asoutlined in Chapter 2, Installation.

Learning PrintTime

Included on the PrintTime CD-Rom are contained the following resources:

e Installation files
e  PrintTime user manual — the document you are currently reading
e Tutorid files

PrintTime — Chapter 1 — Before you Begin Page 1



We strongly recommend that you read the major sections of this manual before using the
software.

Getting help from Technical Support

We offer many different methods of support. However, we strongly encourage you to use
e-mail asyour primary support mechanism.

Telephone support

|:| Telephone support is available by calling Timestone Software during our business hours.
These hours are:

9:00 AM —5:00 PM Australian Eastern time
The telephone numbers are:
Voice: + 61 39570 9899

Fax support

You can fax us with questions or queries. Please address your fax queriesto Technical
— Support. The fax number is:

Fax: + 61 3 9570 9855

E-mail and WWW support

=] There are support pages that include links to the newest versions of the software, as well
as user documentation, and ‘ Frequently Asked Questions'.

http:// Our WWW and e-mail contacts are;

WWW: http://www.timestone.com.au
E-mail: support@timestone.com.au
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System Requirements

Hardware requirements

The following hardware regquirements are required as a minimum configuration to run
PrintTime. You should always attempt to exceed these requirements.

If you have achoicein areas that you can afford to exceed these requirements. do thisin
the following order:

e Memory

e CPU class (Pentium 1, Pentium [11)

e CPU Speed

e Harddisk speed (Ultra, UltraWide, RAID)
e Other

Minimum requirements
e Intel Pentium Il processor at 350 MHz
e 100 MHz system motherboard (Bx class)
e 128 MbRAM
e 4Mb Video card (1024 x 768 @ 24 bit — see note)
e 9Gb Hard Disk (see note)
e 10/ 100 Ethernet card
e 33.6k Modem
e High quality (Sony, Apple) 17" color monitor
e WindowsNT 4.0, Service Pack 3
e  Mouse with mouse wheel (Microsoft, Logitec)

Optional Extras

e 6 x 9cm Graphics Tablet with pressure sensitive stylus (Wacom)
e CD-Ror DVD RAM drive for data backup
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Notes

Video Card: It is most important to use a high quality video card. In particular, you
should use video cards that support monitor calibration in some manner. Typically,
manufacturers such asATI or Video Seven have such products.

Hard disk: If you are using PrintTime on a single workstation, you should realise that
very quickly you will use 9Gb of data storage, just with the images you scan to create your
products. If your requirements are low volume, you could consider a single 9Gb hard, and
continually move images that are finished onto a CD-Rom or DVD-RAM disk. However,
if you are producing just an average number of packages, you will want to use a number
of drives. Fortunately, hard disk drive costs are relatively low today.
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Installation

Open the CD-Rom in Windows Explorer or My Computer, and double-click thefile,

Install PrintTime. The installer
SCreen appears. 42 welcome

The installation process may
require arestart mid-way
through the process. If the
installer requests you to restart
the PC, please do so, asthe
installation is not able to
complete without the restart.

e Choose Next to proceed.

e Read the contents of the
ReadMe screen. It

welcome to MeoPack+ Setup program. This
program will install MeoPack+ on your computer.
g

== b ost Important =

The installation process may regire the PC to be restarted.
Flease ensure no other programs are running before beginning.

Click Cancel to quit Setup and close any programs vou have
nning. Click Mext to continue with the Setup program .

WwWARMING: This program iz protected by copyright law and
international treaties.

Unautharized reproduction or distibution of this program, or any
partion of it, may result in severe civil and ciminal penalties,
and will be prozecuted to the maximum extent pozsible under
law.

containstimely

Cancel

information that may be

required for the installation. Choose Next to proceed.

e Choosethelocation for the program files to be installed to. Unless you have a
particular reason for changing the default path setting, we recommend you leave it

asis. Choose Next to proceed.

43 Select Components

e Allow the program to
create backup files for
the installation. Choose
Next to proceed.

e Choose the components
toinstal. If this
machineisto house the
hardlock, install the
License Server
component.

e Documentation and

In the options list below, select the checkbores for the options
that you would like to have installed. The disk space fields
reflect the requirements of the options you have selected.

W MeoPack+1.1.3 17255k
¥ Sample Templates 2176k
¥ Hardlock Desvice Driver 1071 k
[ License Server 213k
¥ Diocumentation 4931 k
Disk Space Required: 25423 k
Dizk Space Remaining: TE8337 k

tutorial filesare
installed to the same

< Back Cancel

PrintTime — Chapter 3 — Installation
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directory asthe program [LEEEHS =

files.
) =

— Current File

e Choose Next to proceed.

e Select the name of the
Program Manager group
to add the icons to.
Choose Next to proceed.

Copying file:
CAWAMMNT 445 pstem 32 zstkprp.dil

— Al File

e Onceyou're happy with
all the settings, choose
Next to proceed, or
choose Back to change
any of your settings. ek | wews | [[TCamcA

Time Remaining 0 minutes & seconds

e Theprogram files are installed.

e Onceall thefiles have been installed, the Complete screen is shown. Choose
Finish to complete the installation.

Installing the Adobe Acrobat Reader

If you want to view the application documentation, you will need to have Adobe Acrobat
installed. If you don’t have the software on your system, use the installer on the CD.

= Note: If you'veinstalled ‘ over thetop’ of ademo version, you'll find that the
documentation on the CD islikely to be a much larger file than the one you
downloaded. Although the manual isthe same, the version on the CD has images
saved at a higher resolution. You won't notice any difference viewing the manual on
screen, but you will certainly notice adifferenceif you print it.
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Understanding PrintTime

PrintTime allows the user to image files on a computer disk, whether that disk be a floppy,
Zip, local hard disk, or anetwork drive somewhere. Files can be corrected for brightness,
contrast, color balance as well as zoomed and cropped.

Advanced features such as sophisticated hot folder support allow the user to create an
automated package and image production environment.

If you are using Timestone's NeoPack+, PrintTimeis also able to open Timestone Image
Script files and print these to your printer.

PrintTime’s main features

Managing files

PrintTimeis designed to help you keep track of files that need to be imaged, have been
imaged, and do so in an intuitive manner. Files are gathered together as bitmap files,
Timestone Image Script files, queued files and printed files. The software alows
automatic data gathering so removable disks don’t have to be present at imaging time to
image the original files. Files can be re-submitted for printing, and changes made to the
original order if required. This process is manual, and must be completed by the operator
—‘Cold’ mode.

Creating package prints

PrintTime allows simple creation of package prints from image files. Packages can be
easily defined within the pack set editor. There are no restrictions on what packages can
be created, as long as the printer can print the page size required by the pack, PrintTime
can create it. Images are automatically rotated when the package is created — no operator
intervention or special settings are required.
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Figure 1: A package print

Image cropping

When creating package prints, it isimportant that your images are cropped correctly.
PrintTime offers you on-screen cropping using the mouse or graphics tablet. If you are
creating package prints, each image preview can display the aspect ratio boundaries,
ensuring that the cropping you choose is suitable for all the aspect ratios that are to be
printed.

You have control on the image zoom, x and y image position. These controls can be
adjusted either numerically from the image toolbox, or using the mouse. Images can be
cropped individually, as a group of selected images or across the entire group of images
currently open.

Figure 2: Image cropping with aspect ratio preview

Color, density and contrast corrections

Image color and density can be adjusted from the image toolbox. You have control over
Brightness, Contrast, Yellow, Magenta, and Cyan.

Print Package sets

Gather together print sizes together into a pack, or specify individual print sizes. You can
gather collections of packages or print sizes together into a pack set, allowing single-click
printing of complex print combinations. Multiple copies of the chosen print pack can also
be specified.

PrintTime — Chapter 4 — Understanding PrintTime Page 8



Timestone Print Job file support

Packages and other products created in Timestone Software’s Neo family of applications
can be printed to a Timestone Print Job file. This resultsin a very short print times for the
operator, allowing them to be more productive creating the packages. The more time
consuming computer task can be handled by PrintTime, where the jobs are opened and
released to the printer. No operator attention is required during this process.

Extensive automated operation with ‘Hot’ folders

PrintTime offers unattended printing to any Windows printer with its extensively
customisable hot folders. Create folders on local or network drives, and attach various
actions to that folder. Each time images are deposited to the folder, the action is carried
out (color corrections, package, zooming or jogging) and the images are printed.
Operating PrintTime with hot foldersis called ‘Hot' operation.

Using PrintTime’s interface

Once PrintTime has been installed, choose PrintTime from the Start menu > Program Files
> Timestone Software. PrintTime will start. If you are asked for a serial number, or told
that the software protection device is not present, please review Chapter 2, I nstallation.

In the picture below, the PrintTime main window is shown in ‘cold’ mode. The programis
shown here with an image file and print queue open.

ime - SiennafLucht Mileca H5P

£ Baf [0Umagesd onoleriics =2 O b {00k 4o prind Frinte: stshus ﬁ
s
o chFies BamapFies | Ungeirted | Fried |
E Filer: D Pedew [0 mage (B[ knr B pak Qe
3 - Horse g 10 7 2002
 GarneBioy g Bel2 / 230
g 4 Teddyl oy 4 - 2 %435 £ el
I | T4 Tadehy@ g U5 Pacipon

Baki:k1

@ ool ol 08 oal o0
O SesebCwoors Gl ] o & 1

Addophiore: = | el w1 i I | ey e

Figure 3: The PrintTime main screen
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Understanding the interface

Using the program tabs

PrintTime's main panes are divided by tabs. Choosing the relevant tab will display
information specific to that tab.

dob Fis | Bimag Fies | JohFis:  Bimap Fies |
Flex: Fex Bl =
=] KidsfDemal e A

| = s

S| =1 0 Lorg Pack [1]

| =1 67 Shos Pack [2)
= B (Y

a 1812 [

[+ |MeaPack+ Deme. tnj

1+ | Demo.in

= Demoin

| o 5ol Yo T

B Schcol Yew 5.7 8]

Figure 4: Use tabs to switch the program modes

Selecting a preview mode for bitmaps
There are various modes available to preview an image:

e Image
e Lens
o Pack

Choosing the relevant radio button changes the image preview contents.
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Configuring PrintTime

PrintTime comes with various default settings and packs. However, you will want to
design print sizes and packages to suit your business.

Setting the Program defaults

Program defaults such as measurement and monitor calibration are set from the Options
dialog. Choose File > Options. The Options dialog opens.

Urac W T

17 gl ]  r AT V] packs £

™ Blubc o) it 11,0 | lhesgta 1.0

Hardina

[ ra— T | Labtnuta |
— |  reed |

Setting measurement units
Choose either imperial or metric units of measurements.

If you have defined packs in one measurement setting, PrintTime automatically converts
the unitsin the Pack Setup dialog.

Set the view size

When displaying a pack preview, the display is relative to the size set here. For example,
if apack is8x 8", and the view size is set to awidth and height of 20", the pack will
appear quite small when previewed. Conversely, if apack is8 x 16", and the View size is
set to 10 x 10, the pack will be clipped in the preview window.

PrintTime — Chapter 5 — Configuring PrintTime Page 11
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Figure 5: The same pack with the View setting set to 20x20, and 8x8

Monitor calibration

If you wish to use the built-in monitor calibration, ensure Enable monitor LUT is checked.
If this option is enabled, the monitor calibration wizard must be run. See chapter 10 for
more information regarding monitor calibration.

Defining packages and pack sets

PrintTime can create image packages, as well as printing files asa single print. All prints
made with PrintTime are handled as a package. If asingle print is required, a package with
that single print must be created.

How PrintTime handles Packages and Sets

Package prints and pack sets are both created in the Package Editor.  mr———
The editor is divided into two sections — Entries and Sets. e

Packages consist of an Entry, or the name of the package being
created, and the print sizes that belong to that package. As many ey
prints as are required can be added to a particular package, and the e |

prints can be of different sizes, positions and orientations within a | o
single pack. If an image needs to rotate for a particular print, itis T e | = |
automatically rotated.

Each pack is defined by specifying the origin (the top left corner), ':_ - :
width and height of the pack (the x, y, cx and cy entries). = g

Once al the packages required have been created, they are gathered ;'“;.:-' ;
together into pack sets. When a set is chosen within PrintTime, the | -
packages that have been added to that set are displayed for use. _= i

Pack sets can be chosen to make pack selection from the many
defined packs easier. Only the packs than belong to apack set are v iEm—— ) - .~
available when aset ischosen. The same packscanbeplacedinto a0

multiple pack setsif desired. ]

Defining Packages

Each package consists of a single description, and as many ‘lenses’ as required to make up
the pack. Each ‘lens’ consists of 4 values:
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e Xxandy, theprint origin
e cxandcy, theprint size.

The units are those selected as the program defaullts.

Determining the origin

Each print within a pack has an origin. The origin is the top left corner of each of the
prints.

Origin, CX

Position 1
x=0,y=0 M
L/
cy

1 2

) /— position 2
N

/

In this example, the origin of the prints are:

Print 1: x=0,y=0
Print2 x=cx,y=0
Print 3 x=0,y=cyand
Print4 x=cx,y=cy

Designing a package — an example

In an example, we wish to create the following package for use within PrintTime.

PrintTime — Chapter 5 — Configuring PrintTime Page 13



Step 1: Create the pack entry

Make sure the program default measurements are imperial (File
> Options). Open the pack editor, and create a new entry in the |_
Entry list. Name the entry Pack A.

— ane

Pack 4

Step 2: Create a new lens set
Choose Add. A new line appearsin the Lenses for entry table. Enter the following values:

e Xx=0(xorigin)

y =0y origin)

cx = 8 (print width) AR ﬁiJ_
cy = 10 (print height)

Lenzes for entry

Choose Add again. A new line appearsin the Lenses for entry table. Enter the following
values

e X=8(xorigin) Lenzes for entry
e y=0(yorigin) # | v | ox| ow|
e cx =7 (print width) | ﬁ&ﬁm o
e cy =5 (print height)
Continue adding entries until all the below values have been entered:
Print X value y value cx value cy value
Print 1 0 0 8 10
Print 2 8 0 7 5
Print 3 8 5 7 5
Print 4 15 0 3.5 5
Print 5 15 5 35 5
Print 6 18.5 0 3 2
Print 7 18.5 2 3 2
Print 8 18.5 4 3 2
Print 9 18.5 6 3 2
Print 10 18.5 8 3 2
= O]
(ST |
Create a new pack set cam
. . P ol
Once you have designed all the required packages, they =
need to be placed into a pack set. As many packs as are g P |
required can be placed into a pack set. ——
It is useful to name and gather the packs into pack sets for "
easy selection. For example, you may have a number of B
single print sizes defined as well as packages that fit on an L'—I Ll
A4 page. It is sensible to gather the single prints together =] o= | | = |
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into a Single Print set, while al the A4 packs are gathered to the A4 Packs Set.

If the package editor window isn't already open, open it by choosing Edit > Packs... the
package editor opens. Choose the Sets tab.

Step 1: Create and name the pack set

Choose New from the Set list section. A new line appearsin the Set list table. Enter some
meaningful name that identifies this pack set.

w1
|jMy pack sef

Step 2: Add packs to the set

Choose Add from the Packs in set section of the dialog. A new line appearsin the Packs in
set table. Note that the Pack entry has a drop-down button.

Packs in zet

Click the drop-down arrow. A list of available packagesis displayed. Choose the package
you wish to add.

Packs in zet

Pack |
| 10" Full Pack. =

10" Half pack
10" Extraz

8" Full Pack
3" Half Pack
18" Extras

Click inside the Description field and name the pack. Thisis the name that is displayed in
the program to identify this particular package

Continue adding packs to the pack set as necessary. Once finished, choose oK. The dialog
is dismissed
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Adding files

There are severa different types of files, and modes of operation PrintTime can handle.

e Individual imagefiles

e Timestone Image Script files; special files from other Timestone
Software applications

e Batch operation — add image and Script files to a specia batch folder
e Hot and Cold operation

When individual image files are added to a printer queue, they can be corrected for color,
density and contrast, as well as being zoomed and cropped. Single prints or packages can
then be selected. Prints are sized automatically to create the desired print size, or using the
file's dimensions. Script files are already formatted, and so only the color, density,
contrast and required quantity can be adjusted.

Files can also be added to a batch of files. Batches ensure that files are printed together as
agroup, ensuring a particular job isn’t mixed with images not belonging to that job.

Finally, PrintTime allows either Cold operation where files must be manually added to a
gueue or batch, or Hot operation where files and batches are automatically added using
special Hot folders. For information regarding this Hot operation, see alater chapter.

Choosing files to add

Choose the directory that contains the files you wish to image by either;

e Typing the directory location in the Path Bath: |\mages [ |
e Clicking the folder icon and choosing the location =]
e Choosing a previously chosen path from the Path

dI‘Op-dOWI’l Bitm{ C:\Ritmap Prirt Jobs
. |C:\mages

Bitmap and Timestone Image Script files are automatically recognised, regardless of their
file extension. This includes some file formats from other operating systems such as
MacOS, UNIX etc.
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The following file formats are recogni sed:

TIF

TARGA + TARGA compressed
BMP

PNG

JPEG

Mac PICT

All valid image files will appear in either the Bitmap Files tab and Timestone Image Script
filesin the Image Script tab. An image thumbnail will be generated for all the bitmap files.
If the images are quite large, it may take alittle time to generate the thumbnail, but thisis
handled as a background task, and the software will still allow operations during this
process.

Any Timestone Image Script files will show the created pack or other items created in any

of the Neo applications.

| Automatic Settings | Files

Path: ID:'\Images\Stock Images\E

Bitrnap Filez | Scripk Files I

Files:

ALI_DSEJPG

Path: ID:\Images\Scripts
Bitmap Files ~ Seript Files |

Files:

| Automatic Setiings | Files

Figure 6: File listing of bitmap and Image Script files

Sorting files

Files can be sorted by aphabetically, numerically or by date / time stamp. Thisis useful
when adding files to the queue in a particular order. Click on the button you wish to use as

the sort criteria— any files displayed in the Files tab will be sorted.

Files added with Are sorted...

Alphabetical sort Alpha-numeric sort (abc123...)

Numeric sort

Strict natural order (9, 10, 11) numeric sort. Normal numeric sort
can result in sort order 1, 10, 2, 3... Alphabetical characters are

ignored.

Date / Time stamp sort | Sorted according to the file creation time.

PrintTime — Chapter 6 — Adding Files

Alphabetical sort r g
| g 2 |

Numeric sort _— Date/ Time stamp sort
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Preparing bitmap files

It is possible to correct density, color, contrast, as well as zoom and crop images as they
are added to the queue.

Choose the view
Choose the file you wish to add. A larger view appears in the centre pane. Choose one of
the three views available by clicking the radio button:

e Image — previews the image or script file

e Lens— previews the image with the defined aspect ratios for cropping

e  Pack — previews the selected image pack

. If you are viewing Image scripts, the radio buttons are not available asit is only
possible to correct the image. A preview is still shown.

P B fragd (10 jors B pot Provey [ joage [ fod BIC pak

Figure 7: Centre pane preview showing Image, Lens and Pack modes

Color correct the image

Choose Image preview mode. Enter the color or density corrections required using the
color and density controls. The keyboard can be used to enter the corrections by typing the
color or density key (R, G B, D) and then the required amount. For example, a correction
of +2 Green +2 Yellow and —3 Density would be achieved by typing:

G+2B-2D-3

Corrections made here are ‘' sticky’. As new images are added to the printer queue are
applied to the images. Corrections are remembered for each individual image and can be
changed by choosing the file once it has been added to the Unprinted tab. Choose the
Reset button to reset all the values.

PrintTime — Chapter 6 — Adding Files Page 18



i 0] US] 0 el 08 o

Brightness value

Contrast value

Red value

Task

Lighten or darken a print

Make the print more red or cyan

Make the print more green or magenta
Make the print more blue or yellow
Add the corrected print to the queue

Add the same corrections to many
prints

Reset settings

Zoom and crop the image

\ Blue value

Green value

Action

Increase or decrease the | amount, or type Ctrl-I
immediately followed by the amount (i.e. +2, -1)

Increase or decrease the R amount, or type Ctrl-R
immediately followed by the amount (i.e. +2, -1)

Increase or decrease the G amount, or type Ctrl-G
immediately followed by the amount (i.e. +2, -1)

Increase or decrease the B amount, or type Ctrl-B
immediately followed by the amount (i.e. +2, -1)

Choose Add

Make the required corrections, choose the file then
choose Add

Press the reset button. All values are set to zero.

Images can be moved and re-sized to create the best cropping for various aspect ratio
prints. When in cropping mode, PrintTime displays any enabled aspect ratios. |mages
should be cropped so that each of the different aspect ratios will appear pleasingly

cropped.

Choose the Lens radio button. The preview images changes to show any active aspect
ratios. Use the mouse and thumbwheel to zoom and crop the image.

Choose the Reset button to set all the values to default.

4/@ Scale & Crop (%] (ro0 <[, 0 @] o
Reset settings Zoom vaue

Horizontal shift value

PrintTime — Chapter 6 — Adding Files
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Crop an image
Choose an image. The image can be moved by:

Action Mouse Image Correction palette
Move an image left Click and drag the mouse Decrease the X value
Move an image right Click and drag the mouse Increase the X value
Move an image up Click and drag the mouse Decrease the Y value
Move an image down Click and drag the mouse Increase the Y value
Reset cropping Press the Reset button

Zooming images
Choose an image. The image can be zoomed by:

Action Mouse Image Correction palette
Make the image larger Click the preview and turn the Increase the S value
scroll wheel
Make the image larger Click the preview and turn the Decrease the S value
scroll wheel
Reset the zoom ratio Press the reset button

Choose the print size or package and quantity

Choose the desired print size or package from the pack drop-down. Choose other pack sets
by clicking the Pack set button. Choose the desired set from the list of choices. The print
sizes and packs that belong to that set become available. Enter the required number of this
print or pack in the Quantity box.

Choose the Pack radio button to preview the print or package chosen.

Pack [ERGIE | Enpiesl 13:
Choose the print quantity

Choose the print or pack required

Click to choose a different pack set

Switching Pack sets

Switch between the pack sets you have defined by clicking the o 1]
Pack Set button. A drop-down window with the available sets S T

appears. Choose the set you want. T 1 Single Print sizes
she 2 24 Packages
— 3 Pont Collections
— 41D Caollections
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Setting file options
PrintTime allows you to choose how files are handled as they are added to the printer
gueue, and after being imaged.
There are three options:

e No specid file handling
e  Print from acopy of thefile
e Deletefile after printing

No special file handling

When afileis added to a print queue, the original fileis used to print. This means that the
file must still be available in order to be printed

Print from a copy of the file

When thefile is added to the queue, its image datais copied to atemporary file. This
means that the original file doesn’'t have to be present to image correctly. Thisis useful
when imaging from a removable or network disk or afloppy.

Delete file after printing

If the option Delete file when finished is checked, any files added to the Unprinted queue,
and then printed are marked for deletion.

There are further optionsin the Printed tab that control when thefileisfinally deleted. For
example, if the keep reprint information checkbox is checked, the file won't be deleted
until its entry in the Printed list is removed, or the program is quit.

Be careful when using this option!

&dd options: [~ Print from a copy of the file (2] ¥ Delete file when finished [-F Add [+] =

Adding the file

Once all the various options and corrections have been set, click the Add

button or double click the file. The resulting print or pack is added to the

printer queue. The same file can be added many times to the printer queue M
with different cropping, corrections, print sizes and packs.

Files are added to the Unprinted tab.
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Unprinted | Printed |

Hueue:

----- [ ALI_05E.JPG: [1] 10" Half pack

----- [ &LI_O0B3.JPG: (1] 10" Half pack

----- [ AMETHYSTJPG: (110" Half pack
----- [ &SP_050.JPG: (1) 10" Half pack
----- [ ATE_093.JFG: (1) 10" Half pack

----- [ Ava_032JPG: (1) 10" Half pack

----- [ Ava_082JPG: (1) 10" Half pack

----- [ BARK_01.JPG: (1110 Half pack
----- [ BARK_05.PG: (1110 Half pack
----- [ BARK_2E.JPG: (1110 Half pack

Figure 8: Unprinted images in the current queue

Editing files in a queue

Once afile has been added to the queue, the settings for a particular print can be edited by
clicking the image in the queue. Choosing the image will display that image in the
preview pane. Change any of the settings as required.

Managing prints in a queue
Printsin a queue can be removed, held or released.

e Dedete—deletes afile from the queue permanently. To delete an

image from the queue, click its entry, then the Delete button. The bt
entry is removed. -

e Pause— Holds the print within the queue. Prints that are held will
not be printed when the printer is started. If aprint is held in the L
gueue, it isindicated by a pause marker. To release a paused I
image, click the Pause button again. The image can now be printed.

ALI_OB3JPG: 1] 10" Half pack,

Batch printing

Some groups of image files belong to asingle job. In this case, you will want all the files
printed together, un-interrupted by other files.

Batches can be defined within the Unprinted queue by adding ajob folder. Files are then
added to the folder, and are handled as an individual job. All files from thisfolder will be
imaged before any others, unless the batch is cancelled.

Batches can consist of individual files, aswell as Image Script files.

Create a new batch
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Click the New batch button. A folder is added to the Unprinted queue. |
I“_“Il

Uniprinted | Frirted I

Hueue:
| ...... T Ratchl

Note that the folder is open, indicating any files added will be added to this new batch.

Add files to the batch

With the folder still open, add image or Timestone Script files as normal. Fileswill be
added to the batch as usual. Note that members of a batch are nestled under the batch
folder. The folder can be expanded or collapsed as in Windows Explorer by clicking the +
or — symbol in the queue list.

L rprinted | Frinted I Unprinted | Frinted I

Hueue: Hueue:

D BARE_01.JPG: [1] same size
D BaRK_05JPG: [1] same size
D BARE_26.JPG: (1] zame size

----- [ ALI_05E.JPG: [1] zame zize
----- 5 ALL_0EIIPG: 1] zame size
----- [ ASP_050.JPG: (1] zame zize

Figure 9: Batch folders expanded and collapsed.

Opening or closing a batch

Once all the necessary files have been added to the batch fol der, ﬁ
closeit by clicking the Close Batch button.

Once a batch has been closed, it can be opened for adding further i

files by clicking the batch, then the open Batch button. '
Urpented | Printed | Ungeineed | Prista |
Urseun Quese:
[ o [ |

Figure 10: An open and closed batch

Pausing a batch

If you want to print other filesin a queue but are not yet ready to print a
batch, pause the batch by clicking it in the list, then the Pause button. i |
The batch won't be printed until it is rel eased.

A paused batch isindicated by the pause markers over the batch folder.

Queue

ALI_CEELIFTG: [1] s fea
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Printing the queue

Whether files have been added to a queue individually or to abatch, they are handled in a
similar manner when printed. Both image and Script files are handled in the same manner,
the only difference being the corrections available.

Any standard Windows printer driver can be used to print images. Timestone Software has
special printer drivers that enhance the possibilities when printing packages. Any special
properties are discussed in that driver’s user documentation.

Configuring and controlling paper sizes

Aswith any application, PrintTime needs to know which printer is currently being used.
You should follow your printer driver’s documentation for configuration information.

From the File menu, choose Setup printer. The printer setup dialog is shown.

Choose the printer

Automated print functions; only available if
supported by the print driver.

Output file path
Output file naming

Printer LUT settings

PrintTime — Chapter 7 — Printing the Queue
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Papid e pekdcion
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™ Fick the best from defired siss ™
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b | [def o] =| = Homour cut o [F dedned) |

Dbﬁ{w el lhanames — =

™ Prirteschpsgetoirdiidud e [ Sepaste pages [dont batch)

i
Foarrest: prefu@copes) st Forfuse 7 /
bl el S e i
of | cace |

Figure 11: Print setup dialog

Open Printer properties

dialog

Index line configuration

File output options

Output file naming options
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Choosing the printer

Choose the desired printer by clicking the arrow in the Name drop-down, then choose the
printer from the list.

— Printer

Name: |JPEG 2] =]
EMP

Dt ek M UMIE rinter

W fwitd SiennalLucht Miléca HSP i

Set the printer properties

The Windows printer properties can be set by choosing

Properties from the print setup dialog. Once the printer properties ~ Eropeties |
dialog opens, follow the manufacturer’s instructions to set the

necessary parameters.

In particular, ensure that the page size is able to print the packages you have designed.

Automatic paper orientation

When printing to a‘normal’ printer, NeoPack will automatically adjust the orientation of
the printer’s paper to match the package being printed. Enable this option by choosing
Automatically adjust orientation.

Automatic orientation of a ‘bitmap’ printer

As discussed previously, PrintTime allows you to ‘print’ to many new digital photographic
printers by printing its jobs to bitmap files. These files are then submitted to the digital
photographic printer by a server software. These printers often require that the image be
presented in a particular orientation (portrait or landscape), meaning that the orientation of
the printed bitmap must be changed as required.

When printing to Zenographics SuperPrint drivers, PrintTime will print the filein the
orientation the bitmap driver is currently set. For example, if the packages have been
designed in a landscape orientation, but the printer driver is set to portrait, PrintTime will
print the image in a portrait orientation to match the driver.

. Thisrotation can take a number of seconds to perform, depending on the size of the
final print. To avoid this time, make sure you design your packages in the correct
orientation for the printer.

Automatic paper size selection

PrintTime can automatically choose the most appropriate page size for an image being
printed. Within a particular print job, there may be a number of different page sizes
required by the printer queue. Pack A might require a page size of 8 x 20.5", while Pack B
might need 8 x 11.5". Printing these packages on a single page size is wasteful of paper.
PrintTime can automatically choose from the available paper sizes from most Windows
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printer drivers, or automatically generate the exact paper size when using a Timestone
Software Windows printer driver.

When using standard Windows printer drivers, the physical printer must of course be able
to automatically change the paper size to use thisfeature. In the main, this feature is best
used with Zenographics SuperPrint bitmap drivers to send to a photographic style digital
printer that can automatically vary the paper size.

Timestone Software printer drivers automatically control the photographic printer to
create the exact paper size required.

Using best paper sizes

Choose setup printer from the File menu. The Print setup dialog is shown. Enable best
paper size selection by choosing Pick best paper size from the Printer options section. With
this option enabled, PrintTime will check all the available paper sizes, and chooses the
closest match for the page currently being printed. This check is performed for each job,
meaning that a queue can contain different size prints- the best paper size will be selected
for each page being printed.

Use custom paper sizes only

Most print sizes PrintTime is required to create are not standard (A4, Letter) sizes. Printer
driversthat alow custom paper sizesto be created allow you to design sizesthat are
exactly correct for PrintTime prints. In this case, it is not desirable to allow PrintTimeto
automatically choose a standard paper size, as it may not be exactly correct.

Choose Use custom paper sizes only. PrintTime will only consider custom paper sizes
when automatically choosing the one to be used.

O ptions
[V Automatically adiust orientation W Pick best paper size

[~ Use custom paper sizes anly

™. When using this feature with the Index line enabled, be sure to allow enough room
for the index line when defining the paper size dimensions. If the paper size istoo
small to include the index line, the next larger size will be chosen, resulting in un-
predictable results.

Package Index Lines

PrintTime allows creating Index Lines that can be positioned at a particular position on
each package printed. The Index Line can contain information such as the source file,
corrections, image number, and a number of other options.

Other Neo applications also support index line information. When printing Image Script
files, PrintTime can use the index line settings specified when the file was created by the
other Neo application. These settings can also be over-ridden if desired.

There are different settings available when printing bitmap or Timestone Image Script
files.
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D:\Images\Stock Images\ASP_050.JPG 10/CO/RO/GIVRO 16-Jul-99

Figure 12: An Package Index Line

Enabling Index Line printing

PrintTime supports separate settings for either Bitmap or Script files. Settings made for
one do not affect the other, so it is possible to configure the index line specifically for
either file type.

Choose either the Bitmap or Scripts tab. Enable Index lines checking Index line on within
desired tab.

Conend EAwsngeanenl

For B
#m|luu| 'r| ¥ indm:pHcn Corbgam |

Image alignment

Normally, if the paper size chosen is bigger than required, the alignment of the printed
image on the page can vary according to how the printer driver handles the mismatch.
Using the Align setting, the image can be aligned to a specific position on the page.

Choose the desired alignment by clicking the Align drop-down, then choosing from the
available alignments.

Configuring the Index line
Click the configure button. The Index Line setup dialog is displayed.

Inde: Line [ X|
Line height is I 12| pts [height may reduce to fit]
Leave a gap of I 29 % of line height between image & line

Prozition I[ight o left Yl and align Icentered YI

Test |@f @D @T @n @q @p ~|

ak I Cancel |

Figure 13: The Index Line options panel
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Setting the Index Line options

Setting the Height

Choose the height of the Image Line in Points. The Image Line text will be automatically
scaled to fit within the height.

Lire beight is I 12 pts [height may reduce ta fit]

Specify the gap to the Index Line

Specify the gap amount to |eave between the Package print and Index Line. This amount
is specified as a percentage of the Index Line height.

Leave a gap of I 100 % of line height between image & line

Set the Index Line position

Choose the position for the Index Line to appear. Choosing Anywhere allows NeoPack to
automatically choose the most appropriate position for the Index Line.

right or left j

anEwhere \

below or above

Set the text alignment

Choose Left, Centred or right alignment for the Index Line text.

centered | ¥ I

Choosing the Index Line content

There are different contents and settings available for either bitmap or script file index
lines.

There are a number of itemsthat can be included in the Index Line. These

options can be added to the current Index Line by clicking the Text options
drop-down. A list of pre-defined codes appears. Choose the desired code, and J
it is added to the end of the current text selection. It is also possible to enter

text to the Index Line.

Option Description

Description (Hot The Hot Folder description that created the print
folders only)

Original line text Index line information specified in the originating Neo application
(Scripts only)
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Path + Filename Source NeoPack filename and the path to that file

Filename Source NeoPack filename

Date Date the job was printed from NeoPack

Time Time the job was printed from NeoPack

Corrections Color and density corrections for this pack

Pack Package selected
Deszcrption [from batch-file] =l = Original ine text @I
Path+Filename r=aF =n i i
Filaname @f Path+Filename (@F
u Filename f

o Date @D E @

Time @T ™ Date =0
Cormections (i ﬁ Time @
Pack =p Corrections (B

Figure 14: Index Line text options for bitmaps (left) and scripts (right)

Using printer corrections

PrintTime allows printer corrections by applying aLUT to theimage asit is printed. Thisis
especialy useful if you have more than one printer in use, and you switch between them.
It isalso useful to calibrate your printer to the computer’s monitor.

To choose a correction, click the Apply LUT drop-down box.

Printing to a bitmap

Normally, an application uses a standard Windows print driver to print a page. However,
some of the newer photographic digital printerswill only image bitmap files. Many of
these printers don’t have Windows printer drivers available at all.

If your printer isin this category, it is possible to ‘print’ to a bitmap file using printer
drivers such as Zenographics SuperPrint™. These are a set of Windows printer drivers
that create bitmap filesinstead of printing to a physical printer. These bitmaps can then be
submitted to your printer.

Configuring a bitmap printer driver

If you're using a bitmap style driver like SuperPrint to print to your printer, you need to
understand how your printer needs to receive the final printed bitmap files. Thisinvolves
understanding the desired page size, and the resolution (dpi) that the printer is set to.

SuperPrint aso has some useful image enhancement features when imaging the resulting
filesto a photographic style printer.

Setting the output filename options

In order to use the bitmap drivers, it is necessary to specify the output filenames of the
resulting bitmap files. Important if you are printing 100 packages!
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Enable file naming

Enable the file naming feature by checking Print each page to individual file. If you are
using a norma Windows Printer driver, thiswill create aWindows Print file. If you are
using a Zenographics bitmap driver, thiswill create a bitmap file.

Output filenames
’VF Prirt 2ach page to individual file

Choose the destination

Choose the final destination of the image files by either typing the path, or click the
Browse button and browse for the destination folder.

Path: IF: YPrinted Browse |

When printing with these settings, each pageis printed to an individual file. There are
various options available to control the filename allocated for each page.

There are three options to choose from:

e A prefix (characters aways at the beginning of the filenames)

e Animageidentifier (information that identifies each printed file)
e Number of copies (the number of copies requested)

e Fileextension (theimage file extension)

Format; prefisf(copies). ext For # use: ™ Original filename basze

' Seguential number

prefis: Iprn Bl IiDEI next number: |-|

Prefix

The prefix is the first characters of each filename created. Each file created for a particular
job will start with whatever is entered here.

|dentifier
The number can be either the Original filename base Or a Sequential number.

Option Description

Original filename PrintTime uses the original filename as the number information.

base

Sequential no. PrintTime numbers this field with a sequential number. The starting

number can be specified by entering a number in the next number field.

Copies

The chosen number of copiesisautomatically entered.
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Extension
The characters used as the file extension.

Using printer corrections

NeoPack allows printer corrections by applying aLUT to theimage asit is printed. Thisis
especially useful if you have more than one printer in use, and you switch between them.
It isalso useful to calibrate your printer to the computer’s monitor.

To choose a correction, click the Apply LUT drop-down box, and choose from the available
corrections.

See chapter 11 for more information regarding using and constructing corrections for use.

Configuring the Printed tab

Once files have been printed, they can be added to the
Printed tab if required. There are several options that v Eu o i
control how queue entries are handled after individual

. . . . . Urpinisd F'ml-dl

files have been printed. The entire entry for animagefile, o .

batch or script file can be moved to the Printed tab, ¥ ptnit 7 ke repent infcmason
allowing it to be re-printed at alater time. It isalso Panked it

AL 0BA JP6G: 1) s s

possible to add just the file entry name, making it |
impossible to re-print, but cat as confirmation the file has
been printed. Finally, entries can be removed entirely,

with no entries appearing in the Printed tab asfiles are printed.

Option Description

Putin list Once a file has been printed, its entry in the Unprinted queue will be moved to
the Printed queue. If this option is not checked, the entry will be deleted
immediately the file has been printed.

Keep reprint Allows the file to be re-printed at a later time. If this option is not chosen, it may
information not be possible to re-print the file.

Printing and using the queue

Once al the necessary settings have been made, and images have been added to the queue,
PrintTime can print the images.

Starting the printer

The printer is set printing by choosing OK to print. Once thisis chosen, the printing
process will start. Asan image is printed, it will be removed from the Unprinted tab, and
placed into the into the Printed tab according to the settings made there.

Printing is handled as a background process, so it is possible to add, edit and pause files as
the queue is being printed.
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Printer status g

¥ Ok to print Printer status g Unprinted ~ Printed I

|'Aﬂer fileg are printed

Unprinted I Frinted I IV putinlist W keep reprint information

Oueue: Frinted list:
I [ ALI_ODB9JPG: [1] same size

Pausing the printer

To pause the printer during the printing process, uncheck the ok to print checkbox. The
traffic light turns to yellow as the current print is completed, and then to red as the printer

is stopped.
Frinker status ﬁ Printer status ﬁ
Unprinted | Printed | Unprinted | Printed I
Bueue: Hueue:
| 1 AMETHYST.JPG: (1) 10 Half pack I [ ASP_OS0WPEG: [1110" Half pack.

Figure 15: The printer is stopping, then stopped

Re-starting the printer
To restart the printer, choose OK to print. Printing starts again.

Using the Printed tab

Depending on how the Printed tab options were set when afile was printed, afile's entry
may have been moved from the Unprinted to the Printed tab. Entries within the Printed tab
can alow images to be re-submitted for reprinting, or act as a confirmation that a file was
printed.

Removing a single Printed entry

A single entry can be removed from the Printed queue by choosing
the entry to remove, then pressing the Delete selected button. The | X | ﬁ |

selected entry is removed from the Printed queue.

Remove all Printed entries

All entriesin the Printed queue can be removed by clicking the Remove All button. When
thisis done any entries currently in the Printed queue are removed.

Re-printing prints

Once a print has been sent to the printer once, it is moved from the Unprinted "
tab to the Printed tab. Oncein the Printed tab, it can be removed altogether

from the queue, or re-printed.

To re-print afile, choose it in the Printed tab, then click the Reprint button. If i
the option keep reprint information was not checked when the file was
printed, this button will not be available.
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Printing batches

Once all the files have been added to the batch, it is printed in the normal fashion by
checking OK to print. If abatch is still open, it will not be printed.

Once PrintTime starts printing the batch, it will work its way down the list of images until
it is either paused, or al the files are completed. Asindividual files with a batch are
printed, they are ‘dimmed’ in the display, indicating they have been printed.

Unprinted | Printed | Unprinted | Printed |
Hueue:
El4_) Batehl b
ey ALI_0BE.JPG: (1) same size e ALI_05EJPG: [1] same size

% aLl_0B3.JPG: (1] zsame size ----- ALI_0B9.JPG: [1] same size
o[y ASP_DS0JPG: [1) same size ﬂ ASP_0B0JPG: (1] same size

Once all the files have been printed within a batch, they will be added to the Printed tab
according to the options set here.

Urprinted ~ Printed |

— After files are printed

I putinlist I keep reprint information

Frinted list:
= BARK_01.JPG: [1) zame size
----- BARK_05.JPG: [1] zame size
-] Batchl

Pausing a batch while printing

If you need to pause the printing of a batch whileit is being printed, uncheck OK to print.
A confirmation dialog will be displayed. Confirm the pausing of the batch —the batch is
pauses. When you are ready to start printing the batch again, check OK to print.

heoPrint 3 [l

=-¢ | [Batchl

A\ Doyt iosop prving he it - ALLO56.JPG: [1] same size
b ALL_0B3.JPGE: [1] zame size

- ASP_0B0JPG: [1] zame size
| E I Mo I E.h'-:ﬂl E
e ATE_099JPG: [1] zame size

Re-printing batches

If the put in list and keep reprint information checkboxes were checked
when abatch was printed, it is possible to re-print a batch. To do this, 44 |
open the Printed tab and click the batch you wish to reprint.

Click the Reprint button. The batch is moved from the Printed to Un-printed tab ready to be
printed again. If the option keep reprint information was not checked
when the file was printed, this button will not be available. FF
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Printing Image Script files

Timestone Software’s other products are tools that create prints, packages, ID cards,
composite images and other items that you may design. PrintTime and Timestone Image
Script files create a very efficient production workflow.

Thisis achieved by using Timestone Image Script files and multiple workstations running
PrintTime, all feeding printsinto your high-volume digital printers. These files are created
by the operator ‘printing’ to a Timestone Image Script file instead of directly to the printer.
Thefile contains all the image, print, pack and other information used to create the print.
PrintTime can then open the file and re-create the product, even though it is not capable of
creating the filein the first place.

AsPrintTime can run as an un-attended application, it can be set to print a queue of
images while your operators continue to quickly create more product.

Using Timestone Image Script files

In order to create a Timestone |mage Script file, you must have a Timestone Software
application that supports this file format.

In the originating Neo applications, choose Print Setup from the File menu. The printer
setup dialog is displayed. Choose Timestone Image Script file as the target printer. A
Timestone Image Script file will be created when the job is printed.

Adding Script files

Once created, the Timestone Image Script files are opened by PrintTime in the same way
as simple bitmap image files. However, they appear in the Script file tab instead of the
Bitmap files tab.

Thefile directory can contain both bitmap and script files. The different types are
automatically recognised, regardless afiles extension, and placed into the correct program
tab.

Displaying a Script file

Choose the directory that contains the Timestone Image Script files, then the Script files
tab. The Timestone Image Script files are displayed.
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Path: ID:'&Images'\Scripts

Bitmap Files ~ Script Files

Filez:

EEE|1.hs

2tiz
[BEE |3 tis

| Automatic Settings | Files

| 4. tis

e[ D tis

Figure 16: The Script tab with image scripts

Choosing a script filein the file listing shows a preview of that file.

@ o] 0S| e 0] o

Source: [:MmageziRigel filesih anual. ppj
Reference: #4710 Full Pack Q:npiesl 'IE:

Figure 17: An Image Script preview

It is possible to adjust the color and density of the script file, as well as the quantity
ordered. However, as the print has been designed and printed from another application, it
is not possible to zoom or jog the image. If these adjustments are required, they must be
done in the originating application.

Color correct the image

Choose Image preview mode. Enter the color or density corrections required using the
color and density controls. The keyboard can be used to enter the corrections by typing the
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color or density key (R, G B, D) and then the required amount. For example, a correction
of +2 Green +2 Yellow and —3 Density would be achieved by typing:

G+2B-2D-3

Corrections made here are * sticky’. As new images are added to the printer queue are
applied to the images. Corrections are remembered for each individual image and can be
changed by choosing the file once it has been added to the Unprinted tab.

Choose the Reset button to reset al the values.

b il
Q| AR ES T
Reset settings \
Brightness value Blue value

Contrast value

Green value

Red value

Printing Timestone Image Script files

An Image script file can be managed within a queue exactly asif it were anormal bitmap
file. However, as the originating application has set the image cropping, positioning and
other such application-specific items, none of these controls are available from PrintTime.
It ispossible only to:

e Adjust the overall color balance, density and contrast of the item

e  Change the number of prints created

e  Override the Index line contents
= Any color corrections, Index line information or LUT corrections applied within the
originating Neo application will be honored in PrintTime.
Script files can be added to the print queue via the hot folder mechanism, exactly as

bitmap files. When the TISfiles are created by the originating Neo application, a matching
TIB fileis created. Thisfile contains batch information for the TIS files.
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Automated printing

Hot Folders: An overview

A folder can be set to treat files as members of abatch or asindividual files. PrintTime can
be set to check the special folders at regular intervals — for example, every 60 seconds.

If files are found inside an individual file folder, they are added to the ‘unprinted’ tab, and
will be printed in turn. Each of the hot folders is searched one after the other, in the order
shown in the hot folder list, and files added in that folder order to the Unprinted tab.

If afolder that has batch printing enabled is found with new files, PrintTime checksto see
if the *batch’ settings have been satisfied. If the conditions have not yet been met,
PrintTime passes over thisfolder and continues to the next. Once the batch conditions are
met, the files are added to the Unprinted tab as ajob, and will be printed together.

Once files have been added to the Unprinted tab, they are handled as normal within
PrintTime. Depending on the options set for a hot folder, files will either be re-named to
an in-eligible filename, moved to a new folder or deleted from the hot folder once printed.

Creating hot folders

Choose the Automatic Settings tab. The Hot folder settings are shown.

§ 5 i i i (- g1 i Purre st 3

:.-nmd|p...¢'|

i

B I it Tk’ 10 ek i . ey vt e

—— | a2z slsl

Figure 18: The Automatic Settings screen.
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Defining new hot folders

Choose New —a new hot folder entry is added to the list. Make the following entries to the
General tab.

General | Batchl Pre-Frocessing | Post-Processing

Diescription: |Test folder #1

Path: |D:\H0t Foldersh10 inchPack &, no comections Browse |

™ Include subdirectories as well

Enabling the hot folder
Switch the hot folder on or off by checking or un-checking Enable this folder.

Specify the hot folder

Either type in the path to the hot folder, or choose Browse. A directory browser is
displayed. Choose the correct folder and choose OK. You can specify a network path if
desired. If thisisdone, it isimportant to ensure that the current operator has permission to
read files from the remote folder.

Pathis el mags s ko

[t Faldar' 10 mchiPach. &, ra coasctore

= 1 Baop =
& vy Dot
gl 4 Floppwi |

i Spean

&3 Daall

+123] Doesinsd

=5{22] Wod P
1 10mch

R ci & o convchon]

£ Pack: §
L0 Sarw 2w, v coanctoes

e |

Enter a folder description
Enter a description for the entry.

Description: I'I 0" Pack A, na cormections

Path: ID:'\HDt Folders*10 inchPack A, no cormections

Include or exclude sub-directories

PrintTime can scan the sub-directories of ahot folder for eligible files. Thisis useful for
convenient folder drop operations from the operator’s workstation. With this option
enabled, the operator simply copies the whole folder containing the files to be printed to
the hot folder.

¥ Includs subdirectonies as well
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Batch processing

Hot folders can either consider files within afolder as a part of ajob (and so required to be
printed together, without other files mixed in), or asindividual files.

Defining a folder as a ‘batch’ folder

Choose the folder you wish to define as a batch folder, then choose the Batch tab. The
folder is made a batch folder by checking Enable batch printing for folder.

General  Batch | Pre-Processing I Post-Frocessing |

™ Enable batch printing for folder

Frint as batch Frint batch zorted by
[V when there is no activity for I 5 minutes ' Filename I~ Himercaly
™ onthe appearance of I file:  Time ™ Reverse order

Figure 19 The Batch settings

Activity based batch handling

When files are copied to a hot batch folder by another application or user, it is possible for
filesto be added in different ways:

e Thewhole batch of files are copied in asingle operation (all files appear
in the hot folder quickly one after the other)

e Filesare'printed to bitmaps from the application directly from the
application (the files appear with a significant time gap between files)

If activity based monitoring for a batch of filesisused, it isimportant that the setting
made here is done carefully.

™. Note: If there are several operators creating or copying files to a hot folder at the
same time, they should separate their files to different sub-directories to avoid
mixing jobs. Make sure that the hot folder has the Include subdirectories as well
option checked.

If the whole batch is copied as after all the files have been created on the operator’s
workstation, set a short time in the when there is no activity for xx minutes field.

If the files are being created in the hot folder by printing directly from the originating
application, use alonger time.

O) The best time to enter as the activity value depends on many
variables, including the time taken to create a single file, network
traffic. In practice, if files are created within a sub-directory specific
to a particular workstation, set the value to a higher number rather
than alow one.
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Special file identifier

An aternative method of indicating a batch of filesis completeisto copy a specia fileto
the hot folder at the end of printing from the application or after al the files have been
copied.

Oncethisfileis seen by PrintTime, al the files contained within the hot folder at that
moment are treated as a job and added to the Unprinted tab.

The contents of the file itself is un-important. PrintTime only checks for a particular
filename. You could create a blank document within Notepad, and save it with the specia
filename to the hot folder.

When specifying the file to use, you can use wildcards such as printnow .*

v o the appearance of |printnow. bt file

While this method does involve an additional step, it isagood way of ensuring the files
are printed asajob.

Sorting a batch

Once a group of files become eligible to be added to the queue, they are first sorted, and
then added to the Unprinted tab for printing.

The sort options are set in the Print batch sorted by section.

Sort by Description
Filename Files are sorted alphanumerically by their filename. This option may
not correctly order files named by sequential numbers.
Numerically Numerical sort order. This ensures natural counting order is
maintained. Any alphabetical characters are ignored with this sort.
Time Files are sorted by their modification date / time stamp
Reverse order Reverses the sort order (Z — A)

Frint batch zorted by

' Eilename I} Humnerizally
C Time [T Reverse arder

Batch handling for Timestone Image Script files

Timestone Image Script files are automatically identified as a batch by a specia TIB file.
Thisfileis created at the same time as the script files themselves, and identify all the
members of a particular batch.

When the originating Timestone Software package begins printing to a Script file, it first
createsthe TIB file. PrintTime will not start printing the Script file until it seesthat this
fileis completed.
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Be sure that the TIB fileis copied across with the other TIS files to maintain the batch
information. Other batch criteria can also be used to identify TIS files as abatch as
previoudy discussed.

Applying image corrections and packages

Image corrections such as density, color, contrast, image scaling and jogging can be
applied to bitmap files as they are printed. This means that any files dropped into a folder
can be (for example) zoomed, and color corrected as they are printed.

Corrections apply globally to any file dropped into the hot folder, with the exception of
Timestone Image Script files. These files can be color corrected, but no zoom, jog pack or
multiple copies will be created unless specified in the originating application.

Specify the corrections

Click on the hot folder you wish to edit and choose the Pre-processing tab. Enter the
required corrections, including zoom, jog, copies and pack. If PrintTime encounters an
Timestone Image Script file within this hot folder, it will ignore these settings, but apply
the color corrections.

General I Batch  Pre-Processing | Post-Frocessing I

Calar and Crop/Scale Carection: Far bitmap file:

g OI—D OI—D %I—D %I—D %l—ﬂ Pack: I‘ID" Extras VI
g far bitmap files only: @W <H>|_U @ I—U LCopies: |_1 ¥ file[#)

Creating packages and multiple copies

PrintTime will create an image package from each bitmap as specified in the Pack drop-
down. All packsthat have been created will be displayed, regardless of the pack set.
Choose the package you wish to be created by choosing it from the drop-down list.
Similarly, if multiple copies are required from a single image, specify the number in the
Copies box.

If your application creates images correctly sized, choose Same Size from the Pack drop-
down. Prints will be created using the image file's original resolution and dimensions (if
possible).

Timestone Image Script file corrections

As an image script contains corrections such as color, density, cropping and package, it is
not necessary to make the correctionsin PrintTime.

It is not possible to change zoom, crop, pack or copies ordered within aimage script file.
Color, density and contrast and be changed. Any invalid settings are ignored when
printing a script file.

Printing files from hot folders

Once eligible files have been added to the Unprinted tab, they are handled exactly asif
they had been manually added as afile.
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The exception is that files added as a batch are still recognised as a batch, and printed as
such, aslong as the printer driver you are using supports job printing. This meansthat if
there are multiple PrintTime stations printing batches to a printer, the batches will be
honoured and printed together without mixed prints.

Itisstill possibleto edit the settings of images added from a batch. Simply choose the
image within the unprinted tab. Any settings are displayed, and can be changed.

To start printing the files, turn the printer on by checking the OK to print checkbox.
PrintTime starts printing the files.

File handling after imaging

Post-processing options are set by choosing the hot folder you wish to edit, then the Post-
processing tab. Several actions are possible after files have been printed to ensure they
are not re-added to the Unprinted tab again:

e Ddetethefile
e Renamethefile
e Movethefile

Delete the file
Once the files have been printed, they will be deleted from the hot folder.

Prefix files with...

Once the files have been printed, they will be re-named by prefixing with this character. It
is possible to use a single or multiple characters.

PrintTime will ignore any files found with this prefix.

Move files

Once the files have been printed, they will be moved from the original directory to the
specified directory. The directory cannot be an absolute path (eg. C:\Printed), but must be
asub-directory of the hot folder directory.

PrintTime will ignore any files found in this sub-directory, even if include subdirectories
as well was chosen in the General tab.

Generall Batchl Fre-Frocessing  Post-Processing |

After printing
o Delete files

" Prefig flles with I”
= Move files to sub-directony off source I
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10

Calibration & Color Management

= Note: Timestone Software’s Neo family of products (including PrintTime and
RipTime) use the ICC color management system that Microsoft has built into
Windows 2000. If you are using Windows 2000, you should use the ICM-2 color
management system in preference to taking the steps described in previous versions
of this manual.

I CC color management involves creating ‘ color profiles’ for every display or output
device on your system, and is considerably more sophisticated than the previous
method.

However, the ‘calibration’ method of color management, and the creation of LUTs
(Look-Up Tables) to achieve consistent color correction is still valid if you have not
yet upgraded to Windows 2000, and both methods are now described in our
separate Color M anagement Guide, which should be available on the same CD-
ROM that this manual was on — or you can download it from our website at:
http://www.timestone.com.au
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