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A Scooter Driver’s Guide

This booklet is a component of The Scooter Safe Training Resource
funded by the NRMA-ACT Road Safety Trust, conducted jointly by the
Council on the Ageing ACT (COTA) and Able Access. The objective of
the Resource is to improve the safety of scooter users, by providing a
tested training programme which can be implemented through
community health services and health professionals.

The Resource has been written by Chris Marcar, Occupational Therapist
of Able Access with illustrations by Jennifer McElwee.

Thanks are expressed to Allan Brownsdon and supporting staff at
COTA(ACT) for their assistance throughout the project.

Disclaimer

The Council on the Ageing (ACT) Inc. and Able Access has prepared this
guide with funding by the NRMA-ACT Road Safety Trust. The
information in this guide has been written in good faith and based on
information contained in various publications and provided by various
experts in the field. Whilst every care has been taken to ensure that the
information contained in this guide is as accurate as possible, the
Council on the Ageing (ACT) Inc., Able Access and the NRMA-ACT
Road Safety Trust takes no responsibility for any errors, omissions or
other mistakes. Before relying on material in this guide, the user should
carefully evaluate its accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance
to their particular purpose.

Copyright © Council on the Ageing (ACT) Inc.
and Able Access, 2002.

This publication is copyright. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise without the prior written permission of the copyright holder.

Permission is hereby given for this publication to be freely copied for
distribution to scooter users, potential scooter users, cares,
occupational therapists, medical personal and others working in related
areas, within Australia, provided that: the content of the publication is
not changed in any way and due recognition of the copyright holders
and the NRMA-ACT Road Safety Trust is given, and that no fee is
charged for the publication other than direct recovery of production
costs.
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It is an offense to use you motorised wheelchair when your
blood alcohol level is above .05.

Under the Australian Road Rules, when you are driving a motorised
wheelchair, you are classified as a pedestrian and must follow the
same rules as pedestrians. Although you are considered a pedestrian,



�

��������������������

���������������� 

�&%��+(# �9(# ��+�.% �/#&&+2���(#�1%+�5��%5&��!(�/'���%� (#!��!"%!
%,('�$�5#$+�'�!� $�.!'(�$�%���%&&(*$�+(#�!(�3��0�!(�/((!0%!"$2
	 %,�&�%&(�-�:#'�!� �$! ��!$�'/�0($$'5&�)��,���'/�'!�1�%�$�%�&(�-� 
9(# ��+2

��(*�*"� �� !"� ��% ��3� 5� %10$�( �� ',�*%+$� !"%!�+(#�.%�
#$��/( �$%/�� (%��. ($$'�-$2

�!����	�������"�#
�(#�.%��� ',�� +(# � $.((!� � %&(�-� /((!0%!"$)� �#%&� #$��0%!"$)
5'.+.&��0%!"$�%���'��1($!�$"(00'�-�1%&&$2

�(#�.%��(!�#$��%� (%�)�'/�%�;�(�����$! '%���'-�<�'$��'$0&%+��
=#$#%&&+�/(#���(��%�/ ��*%+>2

���$�����������%
�$$�$$�+(# $�&/�#$'�-�!"����&/8�$$�$$1��!��"�.3&'$!�=�00��8
�'4�
>�!(�1%3��$# ��+(#�.%��$%!'$/+�%&&�!"��5%$'.� �:#' �1��!$
/( �$.((!� �#$�2

�"�.3�!"%!�%�+���*�1��'.%!'(��*'&&��(!�'10%' �+(# �9#�-�1��!
%���%//�.!�+(# �� ','�-�$3'&&$2

�&*%+$�#$��%�"%!�%���$#�$. ���2��	"'�3�%5(#!�-�!!'�-�%�$"%��
.(,� �'/�+(#�! %,�&�&(�-��'$!%�.�$2

�%3��$# ��!"%!�.(,� $�$#."�%$� %'��.(,� $��(��(!�(5$! #.!�+(# 
,'$'(��( �"�% '�-�*"'&$!�#$'�-�!"��$.((!� 2

�%3��+(# $�&/�%$�,'$'5&��%$�0($$'5&��5+�*�% '�-�5 '-"!&+�.(&(# ��
.&(!"'�-�%���$(1�!"'�-� �/&�.!',��%!��'-"!2

�/�0($$'5&�)�.%  +�%�1(5'&��0"(���/( ��1� -��.'�$2

2

You can use a motorised wheelchair on footpaths, dual use
paths, bicycle paths and in most shopping malls.

for a safe usage.

vision or hearing whilst using the motorised wheelchair.
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Use the racks and baskets on your motorised wheelchair to
carry things rather than using you lap.

Never stop on an incline to rest or dismount. The motorised
wheelchair may roll or tip when you restart.

getting on or off your motorised wheelchair.
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Know Your Motorised Wheelchair
On some soft gravel or sand, turn your motorised wheelchair
3600 to see its turning circle. Knowing the space required for
turning will assist you when manoeuvring in tight spaces.

Check your motorised wheelchair manual for the maximum
gradient or incline your motorised wheelchair can climb. Keep
within this rating. (as a guide, longer ramps designed for
wheelchairs should be 1:14 and are sometimes 1:12, and kerb
ramps (pram ramps) should be 1:8)

Check you motorised wheelchair manual for the weight. Avoid
temporary structures such as wooden platforms or ramps
unless you are certain they can withstand the combined weight
of yourself and your motorised wheelchair. Taxi hoists have a
maximum weight they are able to lift.
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When driving up behind a fellow pedestrian, call out or toot the
horn to let them know you are there. Some motorised
wheelchair travel very quietly and cannot be heard.

Use caution when riding you motorised wheelchair on rough edges of roads.
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It is best to avoid roundabouts especially if there are no
footpaths or kerb ramps. Advise the Roads and Traffic
Authority (RTA) if there are inadequate pedestrian facilities at a
roundabout.
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Using the Motorised Wheelchair Indoors
In general, you are allowed to go most places a pedestrian can
go, however, remember the limitations of the motorised
wheelchair’s circulation space.

Parking Your Motorised Wheelchair
When parking you motorised wheelchair remember to leave
clearance around the  motorised wheelchair for those using
wheelchairs, or trying to manoeuvre prams or shopping trolleys.
You must not cause an obstruction to other pedestrians.

Using Your Motorised Wheelchair
If you use your motorised wheelchair at night, lights and
reflectors should be installed. The Road Transport Authorities
of ACT and NSW recommend:

A red reflector(s) that is clearly visible for at least 50 metres
from the rear of the motorised wheelchair when light is
projected onto it by a vehicle’s headlight on low beam.
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TRANSPORTING MOTORISED WHEELCHAIRS

Motorised wheelchairs are very heavy and difficult to lift.
Motorised wheelchairs can be dismantled into several
components, however, the battery and motors may still be too
heavy for some people to lift.

Equipment for lifting
Equipment is available to assist you to lift the motorised
wheelchair in parts or fully assembled:
Battery operated lifts can be installed in the boot of the car,
Trailers are available which include a ramp. The motorised
wheelchair can be driven onto the trailer, then secured with the
ramp folding to form a resistant.
By folding down the tiller, some motorised wheelchairs can fit
in some cars especially station wagons. A portable ramp into
the rear tray of the car can be used to wheel the motorised
wheelchair into the vehicle.

Restraints
It is strongly advised that you transfer off the motorised
wheelchair when travelling in a vehicle. You and the motorised
wheelchair cannot be effectively restrained in the event of and
accident.

Restraints that resist a force of 25 times the weight of the
motorised wheelchair, in a forward direction, must be installed
to tie it down.
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MOTORISED WHEELCHAIR BREAKDOWNS

If the motorised wheelchair breaks down in the home, contact
your supplier. Note that if parts are still under warranty, you will
need approval from the supplier for another agent to repair it.
A call out fee may be charged.

gency call out service for all motorised wheelchair users.
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Take particular care when cleaning. Do not let the motorised
wheelchair controls on the tiller get wet.

•

•
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Have your motorised wheelchair serviced once a year to
ensure that it is reliable and in good working order.



13

������
	��2
�(%���$� $?�
%��5((32�=����>��+���+C��(%�$�%���	 %//'.
�#!"( '!+����

�,��,�"�����2
�..�$$��(�$#&!%�.+�=
���>��"� ��.%����-(�'��1+�$.((!� I
�$'�-�%�$.((!� �'��!"��5#'&!���,' (�1��!2���	����	����������
�������D2

� %/!��$� $��#'��2��&�.! '.�*"��&."%' �%���$.((!� �#$� $2
�(# � '-"!$�%��� �$0(�$'5'&'!'�$2�=
��D>2���0#5&'$"���5((3&�!
%,%'&%5&��/ (1��%'���(%�$2���$!� ���#$! %&'%

� %$� )��2�=
��A>�
(*�$.((!� $�*( 32���	����	����������2
�#!#1�C�
�8
�

��/( 1%!'(��/( �1(!( '$���*"��&."%' �$%/�!+2�=����>��+���+C
�(%�$�%���	 %//'.��#!"( '!+����2

�%5(����=
�D�>��(!( 'E����.((!� $������
�	����������� ��
���2

�%'�!��%�.��(/C��%�#%&��"��&."%' $�8��(!( 'E����"��&."%' $
J��.((!� $2���((3&�!2�����0�����!��','�-����! ��(/������.2

�&(%��)�K�%����#)���=
�D�>�
%,���.((!� ��'&&�	 %,�&2���	�!
���	�����������"��������#!�$

�+%!!)��2�=����>��%/���.((!'�-2�
�%&!"�%���$%/�!+�1�%$# �$2
��0#5&'$"��2



14

���%�������-����	!�'.����
	"��/(&&(*'�-�% ���$$��!'%&�$3'&&$� �:#' ���/( �!"��$%/��#$��(/�$.((!� $2�����!"�
%5$��.��(/�/( 1%&'$���%$$�$$1��!$�( �&'.��$'�-)�'!�'$�%�,'$%5&��!(�."�.3�+(# 8
$�&/�%-%'�$!�!"�$��$3'&&$2���/�+(#�%�$*� �;�(<�!(�%�+�:#�$!'(�$)�."�.3�*'!"�+(# 
�..#0%!'(�%&�	"� %0'$!�*"(�1%+�5��%5&��!(�%�,'$��+(#�'/�%�%0!%!'(�$�( �1(�'8
/'.%!'(�$�.%��5��1%���!(�+(# �$.((!� �!(�.(10��$%!��/( �!"�$��$3'&&$)�( �'/
%�(!"� �1(5'&'!+�(0!'(��'$�%�,'$��2

��������	
����	����
�
��
�
� �%�� ��1%�'0#&%!�� !"��.(�! (&$��-� !# �� !"��3�+)�%�9#$!� !"���'%&$)

#$��!"��%..�&� %!( I
� �%����$!�� �%���!# ��'��!'-"!�.( �� $I
� �%����!# ��1+�"�%��!(�&((3�!(�!"��$'���( )�5�"'���'/� �,� $'�-I

������	���	�	��
��������	��

� �%�� �� 3��0�1+�5%&%�.��*"��� ! %,�&&'�-�(,� �  (#-"�( � #��,��

- (#��I
� �%����%�9#$!�1+�5(�+�0($'!'(��*"���! %,�&&'�-�#0�( ��(*��$&(0�$I
� �%����$!%+�$�%!���/( ��4!������0� '(�$�(/�!'1�I
� �%����$!%���( �*%&3�$"( !��'$!%�.�$I

������
� �%�����(!'.��%���1(,��% (#���(5$!%.&�$�'��1+�/'�&��(/�,'$'(�I
� �%�����(!'.��1(,'�-�(59�.!$�%���%,('��.(&&'$'(�$I
� �%�����(!'.��(59�.!$�'��!"��0� '0"� +�(/�1+�,'$'(���-�1(!( 

,�"'.&�$�( �0���$! '%�$�% (#���1�I

�
��
�
���
� �%����9#�-���'$!%�.�$�.(  �.!&+I
� �%����9#�-��!"��$0����(/�1+�(*��$.((!� �%���(!"� �,�"'.&�$�%��

0���$! '%�$I

������
�����
������
����
� �%���� �1�15� �%&&�!"��$%/�!+�0 (.��# �$I
� �%����.(�.��! %!��/( �&��-!"+�0� '(�$I
� �%���� �%.!�:#'.3&+�/( �$!(00'�-�( �!# �'�-I

�

������������
�
�

� �%����$!%+�.%&1�'���'//'.#&!�$'!#%!'(�$I
� �%����5��0%!'��!�*'!"�(!"� �0�(0&�I
� �%����1%3��-((��9#�-�1��!$�'��0 (!�.!'�-�1+�(*��$%/�!+�%���!"�

$%/�!+�(/�(!"� $I

Can I judge distances correctly?
Can I judge the speed of my own motorised wheelchair and other
vehicles and pedestrians?

The following are essential skills required for the safe use of motorised
wheelchairs. In the absence of formalised assessments or licensing, it is
advisable to check yourself against these skills. If you answer “no” to any
questions, check with your Occupational Therapist who may be able to advise
you if adaptations or modifications can be made to your motorised wheelchair
to compensate for these skills, or if another mobility option is advised.






