
Change your Wipers

Rain, snow and dead bugs. Your car's wiper blades have to cope with it all. And it's vital they do
- unless your windscreen is clear, you are a danger to yourself and others.

  

Split, cracked or perished wiper blades will lead to an MOT test failure, but they should be
checked much more frequently than once a year

  

  

These days, new wiper blades (the rubber strips) come ready fitted to their metal mountings. If
yours is an older or a classic car, you may be able to replace only the rubber portions, but it's a
fiddly business. Renewing the whole blade is generally a better bet.

  

Buy the wiper blades to suit your exact year and model of vehicle - double-checking the lengths
with your measurements. Note that some cars have wiper blades fitted with wind deflectors, and
that some have different length blades on each side. Consult your service manual or a qualified
professional for additional information.

  

Fitting New Windscreen Wipers

Now follow these simple steps to fit the replacement wiper blades. The only tool you may need
is a small screwdriver for dealing with the securing clips.

  

1. With the ignition off, unwrap your new blades and double check that they are the correct
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Change your Wipers

replacements. Lay them carefully on the bonnet - orientated correctly to the old blades, as this
will help you fit them the right way round. Lift the wiper arm away from the screen until it locks in
the upright position, or just hold on to it.

  

2. Turn the old blade at right angles and unhook it; it may be necessary to depress one or two
securing tabs to release it.

  

3. If necessary, fit the correct plastic adaptor to the new blade - look on the packet for details.
(Some blades come with the correct adaptor ready fitted.)

  

4. Fit the blade to the arm, making sure it's fully home. Lower the blade gently on to the screen;
wet the glass and check for correct operation.

  

There, it's as simple as that! If smearing is still a problem despite fitting new wiper blades, try
cleaning the glass with a proprietary screen cleaner or a little undiluted screenwash additive.

  

  The instructions contained in these guides is for information  only. Please check the service manual for the vehicle you are working
on  for specific information on your own vehicle. Culmac Motor Factors  accepts no liability for damage or injury caused through the
use of this  information. 
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