KB40OLM PACKET CLUSTER

OPERATION

Access direct on 145.075 MHz,
or via:
145.750 MHz (DXHBG)
145.670 MHz (DXAFTN)

Thi s docunent contains the comand information for the KB4OLM DX Packet Cluster.
That cluster node serves hams in the Central Shenandoah Valley. Prinmary
coverage area i s Page, Rocki ngham and Augusta counties. The information in
this docunment is derived fromthe “help” files available on the cluster.

Compi | ed by David R Fordham KD9LA

Novenber 21, 2000
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Packet Cluster (tm V5.4
(c) 1986-1992, Pavillion Software

The avail abl e Packet Cl uster commmands are:

ANNOUNCE -
BYE -
CONFERENCE -
DELETE -
DI RECTORY -
DX -
EXECUTE -
FI NDFI LE -
HELP or ? -
HELP conmand -
KI LL -
LI ST -
QUT -
READ -
REPLY -
SEND -
SET -
SHOW -
SW TCH -
TALK -
TYPE -
UPDATE -
UPLOAD -
WA/ -
V\}( -

make a general announcenent to all connected stations
bye, disconnect fromthe PacketCl uster
enter conference node

del ete nmail nessage

list active mail nessages

DX spotting info announcenent

execut e your personal comrand procedure

| ocate file(s) on the system

hel p (displays this listing)

di splay help for that particular comand
del ete nmail nessage

list active mail nessages

bye, disconnect fromthe PacketCl uster
read mai |l message

reply to the last-read mail nessage

send mai |l message

set user-specific paranmeters

di spl ay various PacketCluster information
change to alias cal

talk to specified station

display a particular file on the PacketCluster
updat e a custom dat abase

upload a file to the PacketC uster

| og/ announce WAV propagation information
announce weat her conditions

Command: ANNOUNCE This conmand is used to send a text string out to al

Synt ax:

stations which are connected to the PacketCluster. |[|f you
wi sh to nake announcenent to only those users connected to
a particular PacketC uster node, you can specify the cal

of the node on the command. The ANNOUNCE command defaults
to the |l ocal node; a cluster-w de announcenent requires
using the /FULL qualifier on the command. You can al so
specify a distribution list as a qualifier. The ANNOUNCE
command rmay be used while in Conference Mdde or Tal k

Mode by prefacing it with an asterisk (*).

Announce nsg
Announce/ cal | nsg
Announce/ Ful | mnsg
Announce/ di stro msg

Command: BYE Bye command i nforns the PacketCluster that you wish to
di sconnect. This is the reconmended way of di sconnecting,
i nstead of using the D command to your TNC.

Syntax: Bye
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Command: CONFERENCE Thi s conmand pl aces you into Conference Mdde. You will

see all input fromany other station that is also in
Conference Mode. Note that by default, you are put into
the | ocal conference on your PacketCl uster node. A

ctrl/Z or the text /EXIT will cause you to | eave
Conf erence Mdde and return to the Packet Cl uster command
level. When in the local conference, your call wll have

a plus sign (+) next to it in the SHOW USERS di spl ay.

Syntax: CONFERence

* % % Note * % %
While in Conference Mode, you are able to do the follow ng
Packet Cl uster conmands:

ANNOUNCE - meke a general announcenent to all stations
DX - DX spotting functions

TALK nsg - send a one-line nessage to another station
SHOW CONFI GURATI ON - display cluster configuration

SHOW DX - show DX | og

SHOW USERS - show what stations are connected

SHOW WAV - show WAV propagation information

WAV - announce WAV information

This is done by prefacing the command with an asterisk (*):
*DX, *T, *ANNOUNCE for exanple.

Command: CONFERENCE/ FULL This command is identical to CONFERENCE except

that the conference is global throughout the
cluster. Users in global conference node are
designated with an asterisk (*) next to their
call in the SHOW USERS di spl ay.

Synt ax: CONFERence/ Ful

Command: DELETE The DELETE conmand is used to delete nmail nessages on the

Synt ax:
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Packet Cluster. If no nessage nunber is specified, the |ast
mai | nmessage read will be del eted; otherw se, the one
speci fied by nessage nunber.

DEl et e
DEl et e nessage- #, nessage- #, . .



Command: DI RECTORY This conmand is used to display a list of the current

mai | nessages on the Packet Cl uster node to which you
are connected. A hyphen (-) next to a particular nuil
nmessage nunber indicates that the nessage has been read
by the station to which it was addressed, a plus sign
(+) indicates nessage set to noauto_del ete, an asterisk
(*) indicates both read and noauto_delete, and a "p
i ndicates a private nessage.

If you specify a call on the commuand, you will see
messages only sent by or to that station.

Synt ax: DI Rectory/ qualifier

Dl Rectory callsign

Command: DI RECTORY/ ALL Display all active nail nmessages. By default, only

the five nost-recent nmessages, or all since your
| ast use of the DI RECTORY command (whi chever is
greater) wll be displayed.

Command: DI RECTORY/ BULLETI N

Di splay mai| nessages addressed to ALL.

Command: DI RECTORY/ NEW Display all mail messages which have been sent since

your |ast use of the DI RECTORY conmand.

Command: DI RECTORY/ OM\N Di splay mail nmessages which are addressed to you or

were sent by you.

Command: DI RECTORY/ SUBJ Display mail nmessages which have the specified

text in the subject, e.g. DI R SUBJ DX

Conmand: DI RECTORY/ nn Di spl ay the nn nost-recent mail messages.

Command: DX

Synt ax:

The DX command al l ows you to announce DX spotting
information to all other stations which are connected

to the PacketCluster. Also see command SHONDX. Wile in
Conf erence or Tal k Mode, use *DX.

DX frequency callsign msc-info
where frequency is of the format 14025. 10, for exanple.
M sc-info should be kept brief as the systemw |l add
the date and tine after it. Msc-info is optional.
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Command: DX/ cal

Synt ax:

Exanpl e:

The DX command with the /call qualifier allows you to
announce DX spotting information and to credit the DX
spot to the station whose callsign you specify.

DX[/call] frequency callsign msc-info

DX/ K1GQ 14001.1 3COA

Command: EXECUTE This conmand is used to execute your private comrand

Synt ax:

procedure whi ch has been upl oaded wi th UPLOAD/ USERCNVD

EXECUTE

Command: FINDFILE This command is used to |ocate files on the PacketCl uster

You may specify either a full file nane or a partial nane
with wildcards (*). The system searches all defined file
areas for the file.

Syntax: FIndfile filenanme or fil ename-msk

Exanpl e:  FI NDFI LE ARRL. DAT

Command: READ

Synt ax:

Command: REPLY

Synt ax:

FI NDFI LE ARRL*. *

This command is used to read a mail nmessage which is shown
in the DI RECTORY display. A READ wi thout a nessage nunber
will read the ol dest unread mail nessage addressed to you.
Any mail nessage may be read if the nessage nunber is
speci fied on the READ conmand.

Read
Read message- #
Read/ nopage message-#

This command is used to reply to the last mail nessage which
was read. The subject of the resulting nmessage will be the
same as that of the previously-read nessage with an RE
preceding it. You nay al so specify a nessage nunber to
reply to, so that reading it first is unnecessary.

REPI y
REPl'y msg- #

Command: REPLY/ DELETE

Synt ax:
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This variation of the REPLY command does the sane function
but al so del etes the nessages to which you are replying.

REPI y/ Del et e



Command: SEND

Synt ax:

Command: SET

Synt ax:

This command is used to send a mail nmessage to anot her
station. You will be pronpted for the station being sent

to, the subject, and the nmessage. The mail nessage may be
termnated with either a ctrl/Z or the text /EXIT. [If you
wi sh to cancel the mail nessage, send a ctrl/Y to the system
The /PRI VATE qualifier sends a private nessage; the

/ NOPRI VATE qualifier sends a public nessage. The /RR
qualifier requests a return receipt, so that when the
addressee reads the mail, a confirmation is returned to the
sender.

Send

Send/ Pri vat e
Send/ NOPri vat e
Send/ RR

The SET command is used to set user-specific options on the
Packet Cl uster.

SEt/qualifier

Addi tional help available for the follow ng SET qualifiers:

/ ALI AS / ANSI / BEEP / DX_ANNOUNCEMENTS

/ FILTER | HERE / HOME_NODE / LOCATI ON

/ LOGI N_ANNOUNCEMENTS / LOGOUT_ANNOUNCEMENBTS

/ MAI L_ANNOUNCEMENTS / NAME / NEED

/ NOALI AS / NOANSI / NOBEEP / NODX_ANNOUNCEMENTS

/ NOFI LTER / NOHERE / NOLOG N_ANNOUNCEMENTS

/ NOVAI L_ANNOUNCEMENTS / NONEED / NOPRI VI LEGE

/ NOTALK / NOWAY_ANNOUNCEMENTS | PAGE

/ PRI VI LECE / QTH / TALK / WWAY_ANNOUNCEMENTS
Conmand: SET/ ALI AS These commands set or clear an alias callsign for

SET/ NOALI AS  your connection. This allows two-call fanmlies to

use the same packet station to connect to the
Packet Cl uster. Use the SWTCH command to change
your call. This paraneter only lasts for the
duration of your session - use the user-defined
command procedure to have this set up on each
connecti on.

Synt ax: SEt/ ALi as cal |
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Command: SET/ ANSI
SET/ NOANSI

Synt ax:

Command: SET/ BEEP
SET/ NOBEEP

Synt ax:

Command: SET/ FI LTER
SET/ NOFI LTER

Synt ax:

Command: SET/ HERE
SET/ NOHERE

Synt ax:

Command: SET/ LOCATI ON

Synt ax:

Exanpl e:
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These commands i nform the Packet Cl uster whether or not
your term nal program understands and can accept ANSI
escape sequences. In particular, PacketC uster makes
use of reverse video sequences. |If your term na
understands that reverse video is ESC G 4, use the

/[ ALT qualifier. The default npde for new users is
SET/ NOANSI .

SEt / Ansi
SEt/ Ansi / ALT
SEt / NOANnSi

These commands control whether beeps are sent to you.
This state is set only for the current session - use
a personal command procedure to nmake it pernanent.

SEt / BEep
SEt / NOBEep

These commands add or renpve DX filtering from
your filter record. The keyword "ALL" can be used
to specify all bands or all prefixes. "Mde" is
either CWor SSB. Valid bands are 160, 80, 40, 30,
20, 17, 15, 12, 10, 6, and 2.

SEt / FI LTER/ node/ BAND=(x, X, X, ...) prefix(es)

These commands are used to give sone indication to

ot her Packet Cl uster users whether you are actually
avail abl e in your shack, or just connected wi thout
bei ng around.

Users who have done a SET/ NOHERE cause their call signs
to be displayed in parentheses in the SHOW USERS

di splay and in their pronpt lines. SET/HERE renpves

t he parent heses.

SEt / Her e
SEt / NOHer e

This command all ows you to specify your latitude and

| ongi tude coordinates. This information may be vi ewed

by using the SHOW LOCATI ON call comrand.
Latitude/longitude information is used by Packet -
Cluster for cal cul ati ng beam headi ngs and MJF
informati on for your station.

SEt/Location lat-deg lat-mn NS long-deg long-mn E/W

if your latitude is 41 degrees 15 nminutes North
and your longitude is 71 degrees 10 nminutes West,
you woul d enter:

SET/ LOCATION 41 15 N 71 10 W



Conmand: SET/PAGE This commuand is used to set your page length. This is
the nunber of lines sent to you on a READ or TYPE
command before a continue pronpt is sent. This state
only lasts for the duration of your session - use a
personal command procedure to nake this permanent.

Synt ax: SEt / PAGe count
Conmand: SET/ TALK These commands control whether tal k messages from
SET/ NOTALK other users are sent to you. This state only lasts
for the duration of your session - use a persona
command procedure to neke this permanent.
Synt ax: SEt / TAl k
Command: SET/ WW_ANNOUNCEMENTS These conmands control whet her WAW

SET/ NOWAV_ANNOUNCEMENTS

Command: SHOW

announcenents are sent to you. This state
only lasts for the duration of your
session - use a persona
to make this pernmanent.
Synt ax: SEt / WW_announcenent s

SEt / NOWAW_announcenent s

The SHOW command is used to display certain information

on the Packet Cl uster

Synt ax:

Addi ti ona
/ ANNOUNCE
/ CLUSTER
| DX
|/ FORWARD
/ LOG
/ NOTI CE
/ SUN
1 WA

Command: SHOW ANNOUNCE

Synt ax:

Command: SHOW ARCHI VE

Synt ax:
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SHow/ qual i fi er

hel p available for the followi ng SHOW qualifiers:

/ ARCHI VE / BULLADDR / BULLETI NS
/ COMVANDS / CONFI GURATI ON / DI STRO

| EXCLUDE / FI LES / FI LTER

/ HEADI NG /1 NACTI VI TY / LOCATI ON
/ LOGON_MESSAGES / MUF / NEED

/ PREFI X | STATE / STATI ON

/ TI ME / USERS / VERSI ON

[ WK

Di spl ays previously-made general announcenents.

SHow/ ANounce

Di splays the files which reside in the ARCHI VE area.

SHow/ ARchi ve

command procedure



Conmand: SHOW BULLADDR

Synt ax:

Di splays the list of bulletin addresses which are

valid on the node. If the word LOCAL fol |l ows the

address, it signifies a bulletin which is local to
this node. LOCAL_CLUSTER neans that mail sent to

the associ ated address will be sent to only those

nodes defined in the local cluster. Contact your

sysop for nore information.

SHow/ BULLAddr

Conmand: SHOW BULLETI NS Di spl ays the files which reside in the BULLETIN

Synt ax:

Command: SHOW CLUSTER

Synt ax:

Command: SHOW COMVANDS

Synt ax:

area.

SHow/ Bul | eti ns

Di spl ays the nunber of PacketCl uster nodes in the
current cluster configuration, the nunber of

| ocal users, the total number of users, and the
hi ghwat er mark for connected stations.

SHow/ CLust er
Di spl ays what system operator-defi ned SHOW comands
are avail abl e on the Packet Cl uster.

SHow/ COMrands

Command: SHOW CONFI GURATI ON Di spl ays the physical configuration of the

PacketCluster. |In particular, the nodes which
are running the PacketCl uster software are
listed, as well as what users are connected to
each node. Specifying a node on the command
lists the stations connected to that station.

Synt ax: SHow/ Ci gur ati on

Command: SHOW DI STRO

Synt ax:
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SHow/ Confi guration call

This command di splays the distribution [ists which

have been defined on your node. |f you include the
name of the distribution list (filename m nus the
.LST extension), the actual list is displayed.

SHow/ DI Str o
SHow/ DI Stro di stro-nane



Command:

Command:

Command:

Command:

Command:

SHOW DX  This command is used to view previously |ogged DX calls on
a particular band. Band may be specified in either wave-
Il ength or frequency. |If the band is omtted, all bands
are shown. You may al so specify the nunber of previous
entries you wish to see, e.g. SHONDX/ 15 14 will show the
last 15 entries on 20m Omitting this nunber will cause
the default of 5 entries to be displayed. 1In Conference
or Tal k Mode, use *SHOW DX
If a call or partial call is specified, PacketCluster wll
search for it along with whatever other paraneters you
speci fy (number of entries and/or band). Only the start

of the call will be matched; if you want to | ocate the
text anywhere in the call, append an asterisk on the
cal | .

Synt ax: SHow/ Dx

Exanpl e: SHow/ Dx/ nn 14 where nn is the nunber of entries to

be di spl ayed.
SHow/ Dx 80 OH find OH stations on 80m
SHow/ Dx OH* find any station with OH in call
SHow/ Dx ' gsl find any spots with text "gsl" in

conments field
SHow/ Dx 28025-28050 find stations between 2 frequencies

SHOW EXCLUDE Di spl ays the stations which have been excluded from
recei ving output fromthe node.
Synt ax: SHow/ Excl ude

SHOW FILTER Displays the DX filter which you have set up for
the list of prefixes you have specified on the
conmand.

Synt ax: SHow FI LTer px, px, ...
SHOW FI LES Di splays the files which reside in the general FILES

area.

Synt ax: SHow/ FI Les

SHOW FORWARD Di splays the mail forwarding database.

Synt ax: SHow/ FOr war d
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Command:

Command:

Command:

Command:

Command:

Command:

Command:

SHOW HEADI NG  Di spl ays the headi ng and di stance to the country
speci fied on the command. Packet Cl uster uses your
| atitude/l ongitude information if you have specified
it with the SET/LOCATI ON command. Otherw se, it
will attenpt to use the location of the PacketCl uster
station for the cal cul ation.

Synt ax: SHow/ Headi ng dxcc- prefix

SHOW I NACTIVITY  This conmmand shows the status of the inactivity
function, and if enabled, the inactivity timer
val ue in hours.

Synt ax: SHow/ | nactivity

SHOW LOCATION  This command is used to display latitude/longitude
i nformati on whi ch has been previously entered by
yoursel f or another station with the SET/LOCATI ON
command.

Synt ax: SHow/ LOCat i on
SHow/ LOCat i on cal |

SHOWLOG This command is used to display entries fromthe
Packet Cl uster operations |og which primarily consists of
user connects and di sconnects.

Synt ax: SHow/ LOG Prints out the last 5 log entries.
SHow/ LOG nn Di splays the last nn log entries.

SHOW NEED  Di spl ays the needs database for the specified user or
country prefix. You may al so specify a node qualifer
to just show needs for that npde.

Synt ax: SHow/ NEed cal |
SHow/ NEed prefi x
SHow/ NEed/ node where node is CW SSB, or RTTY

SHOW MUF Di spl ays maxi num useabl e frequency (MJF) cal cul ati ons for
the country specified on the command. The origi nation
point is your station if you have previously specified it
wi th the SET/LOCATI ON command; otherw se, the |atitude/
| ongi tude of the PacketCluster station is used.

Synt ax: SHow/ Muf dxcc-prefix

SHOW NOTI CE Di spl ays the current system noti ce.

Synt ax: SHow/ Not i ce

Packet Cluster Information



Conmand: SHOW PREFI X

Synt ax:
Exanpl e:

Command: SHOW STATE

Synt ax:

Di spl ays the valid prefixes starting with the
specified text.

SHow/ Prefix text

SHOW PREFI X G will display G GD, G, @&, etc.
Di spl ays the current state of your session, including

what types of announcenments are enabl ed, etc.

SHow/ STATE
SHow/ STATE cal |

Command: SHOW STATI ON Di splays all information for the specified station.

Synt ax

Command: SHOW TI ME

Synt ax:

Command: SHOW SUN

Synt ax: S

Command: SHOW USERS

Synt ax:

: SHow/ STati on call

Di spl ays the current tinme. |If a DXCC prefix is
specified, the local (standard) tine for that country
i s displayed.

SHow/ Ti me
SHow/ Ti me dxcc-prefix

Di spl ays the sunrise and sunset tines for the country
specified on the command. The country should be specified
by the standard DXCC prefix. The resultant tinmes are

di splayed in UTC. |If no prefix is specified, sunrise

and sunset tinmes for your |ocation are cal cul ated.

How/ Sun dxcc- prefi x

Di spl ays what stations are currently connected to the
Packet Cl uster. An asterisk by the callsign signifies
that the station is in Conference Mode. A call which is
di spl ayed in parentheses () signifies that user has done
a SET/ NOHERE conmmand, saying that they are not actually
avail able. Only local users are displayed by default;

if you want to see all users, use the /FULL qualifier

SHow/ User s
SHow/ User s/ Ful |

Command: SHOW VERSI ON Di spl ays the version of the PacketCl uster software.

Synt ax
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Command: SHOW WAV  Di splays the 5 nost recent WA/ propagation statistics which

have been | ogged. |In Conference or Tal k Mbde, use
* SHOW WAW.

Synt ax: SHow/ Ww Di splays 5 npst-recent entries
SHow/ Ww/ nn Di spl ays nn nost-recent entries

Command: SHOW WX Di spl ays previously-announcenent weat her conditions.
You may al so specify a word to look for in the
announcenent .
Synt ax: SHow/ WK
SHow/ WK t ext

Command: SWTCH This command switches your connection between your nornal
call and an alias call that you have specified with a
SET/ ALI AS command.

Synt ax: SW TCH

Command: TALK The TALK command is used to talk to various stations
whi ch are connected to the PacketCluster. There are two
types of TALK: Tal k Mode to another station, and a one-line

Tal k function.
Synt ax: Tal k call Talk to the specified station. This provides

one-way talk capability to that station. |If
that station wants to conmuni cate back, they
nmust also do a T conmand. A ctrl/Z will only
term nate your side of the talk.

Talk call nsg This allows you to send a one-line nmessage to
the specified station. It does NOT put you

into talk node and hence, no ctrl/Z is needed
to termnate it.

Note: This type of Talk is also available from
wi t hin Conference node by prefacing the T
with an asterisk (*T).

* % % Note * % %
The foll owi ng commands are available fromwi thin Tal k Mde:
DX, SHOW DX, ANNOUNCE, TALK (one line talk to another
station), SHOW USERS, and SHOW WAV by prefacing themw th an
asterisk (*).

Command: TALK/ TI MESTAMP  This command instructs PacketCluster to tinestanp
the one-line nessage you are sending to the
speci fied station.

Synt ax: Tal k/ Ti mestanp call nessage
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Command: TYPE

Synt ax:

This command is used to display a file which has been

upl oaded to the PacketCluster. The files which are avail able
may be shown by doing a SHOW FI LES, SHOW BULLETI N, or

SHOW ARCHI VE. The qualifier nust be the sanme as that on the
SHOW conmand. If no qualifier is specified, it is assuned
the file resides in the /BULLETIN area.

TYpe/ area fil enanme
TYpe/ area/ nn fil enane (displays on nn |lines of file)
TYpe/ USERCVD (di spl ays personal command file)

Command: UPDATE This command is used to update a database which has been

Synt ax:

Exanpl e:

setup by the sysop. You will be asked for a key val ue,

foll owed by the text which should be associated with this
key val ue. Databases whi ch have been defined on your system
may be displayed with the SHOW COMVANDS conmand.

UPDATE/ dat abase

UPDATE/ QSLNEW

Enter key val ue:

1A0KM

Enter text. Terminate with ctrl/Z or /EXIT ...
QSL 1A0KM via 101J

[TEXIT

Command: UPDATE/ APPEND The APPEND qualifier instructs PacketCl uster to

add your new text to the current entry which exists
in the database.
Synt ax: UPDATE/ dat abase/ APPEND

Command: UPLOAD This command is used to upload files to the PacketCl uster.

Synt ax:

Command: WW

Synt ax:
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UPLOAD wi t hout a qualifier, or with the /FILES qualifier

will upload the file to the files area and will be shown
on subsequent SHOW FI LES commands. The /BULLETIN qualifier
will upload the file to the bulletin area and will be shown

on subsequent SHOW BULLETI N conmands. To upl oad a personal
command procedure, use the /USERCMD qualifier.

UPl oad fil enane

UPl oad/Bul l etin fil enane
UPl oad/ Files fil enane

UPI oad/ User cnd

This command al l ows you to announce and | og WAV propagation
information. To display previously-logged i nformati on, use
SHOW WAY. I n Conference or Tal k Mbde, use *WAV.

Ww SF=xxx, A=xx, K=xx, f or ecast



Command: WK This command all ows you to announce weat her conditions to
the local cluster users. |If a cluster-w de announcenent is
desired, use WX/ FULL.

Syntax: WX information
WX/ FULL i nformation
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Msg #1 From NASR Date: 29-May 11527 Subj: VER 5 CMDS *MORE ON USERCMD
HERE ARE A FEW MORE " GOODI ES" FROM VER 5.0

AGAI N BY UPLOADI NG COMMANDS TO YOUR USER COMMVAND FI LE ( SEE PREVI QUS MSG ON
HOW TO DO THI'S) YOU CAN CAUSE THI NGS TO HAPPEN OR NOT TO HAPPEN AT THE
TIME OF LOG ON. KEEP IN M ND THAT | F YOU WANT THESE THI NG TO ElI THER HAPPEN
OR NOT' HAPPEN VWHEN YOU PUT THEM IN THI S COMVAND FI LE THEY ARE GO NG TO
HAPPEN EVERY TI ME YOU LOG ON. | F YOU THI NK YOU M GHT ONLY WANT THESE
COMVANDS TO BE ACTI VE FOR THE CURRENT SESSION, DON' T PUT THEM IN THI S FI LE
RATHER JUST SEND THEM TO THE NODE AFTER YOU LOG ON, THEY WLL GO AVWAY AT
THE END OF THE SESSI ON. HERE ARE A FEW MORE NEW COMVANDS

SET/ NOBEEP KEEPS ALL BEEPS FROM COVM NG TO YQU

SET/ NOANNOUNCEMENTS KEEPS ANNOUNCEMENTS AWAY FROM YOU

SET/ NODX_ANNOUNCEMENTS DON' T ALLOW DX ANNOUNCEMENTS TO COVE TO YQU
SET/ NOTALK KEEP TALK MESSAGES AVWAY (FOR YOU UNSOCI ABLE TYPES!)

SET/ NONAW_ANNOUNCEMENTS KEEP WAV ANNOUNCEMENTS AWAY

File courtesy NASR
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Msg #2 From NASR Date: 31-May 1326Z Subj: VER 5 CMDS *SET/ FI LTER | NSTR

The | ast of the mmjor feature changes for Version 5 is the Filter option.

I will give a short description of what this does and sone possible uses you
all mght have for it.
This routine allows you to set up a spot filtering file that will prevent

certain spots to be sent to your station. For those of you who are only
interested in receiving spots fromcertain bands or certain nodes this is
for you. For those who don't like to receive "common dx" (you big guns!)

you can specify those prefixes you do not wish to get. Think of the ways
you can use this---you novices and techs are really interested in the 10
nmeter and above bands, with this routine you can set it up so you will only
recei ve those spots. You big gun 5 band dx'ers who want to work on one band
only--you can set it up to do that also

DX filtering is done by band, node, and DXCC country prefix. Mdes are either
CWor SSB and the bands supported are 160, 80, 40, 30, 20,17, 15,12, 10,6, 2 neters.
The default value for all users is ALL BANDS, ALL MODES (in other words you
get it all!) REMEMBER WHAT YOU PUT IN YOUR FILTER FILE IS STUFF THAT YQU
WANT FI LTERED OUT.

HERE' S HOW YOU DO I T.

set/filter [options] or to change your filter set/nofilter [options]
The general syntax to use is as follows:

SET/ FI LTER/ MODE/ BANDS=( X, X, X) prefix(es)

some exanpl es are shown bel ow.

set/filter/band=(160, 80, 40) all this will filter out all spots both cw and
ssb for 160 80 and 40 neters

set/filter/cw band=(all) ja,vk,zl this will filter out all ja vk and zl cw
spots on all bands

set/filter/ssh/band=(all) ja,vk,zl this will do the sane as above but for ssb

set/filter/cw ssb/band=(all) ja,vk this will do the sane but for both cw and
ssb

set/filter/band=(all) ja,ve this will filter out all ja and ve spots for
al I bands

set/filter/cw band=(17,12) ja this will filter out all ja cw spots on 17

and 12 neters

set/filter/ssh/band=(20) ja this will filter out all ja spots on ssb for
20 neters

set/filter/bands=(all) g this will filter out all G spots on al
bands
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You can review a filter by prefix only at this time. To do so you would
enter sh/filter ja. this would show you the filter you had set for JA spots.

When you establish your filtering, a file is built, with your call and the
filtering you have selected. This filtering will be | oaded each tine you
connect, so if you want to change anything you need to reset your filtering

for the particular prefix, or if you want to elimnate all filtering for a
prefix do a SET/NOFILTER xxx. |If you want to elimnate all your filtering

do a SET/ NOFI LTER/ BANDS=( ALL) ALL. It is inpertative that you use the

PARENS ( ) around your band nunbers, that you put a comma between your prefixes,
and that you use the word ALL when appropriate.

File courtesy N4SR
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Msg #3 From NASR Date: 9-Jun 0059Z Subj: VER 5 CMDS *WK* SEND* SH DX- ETC

Here are a few nore version 5 goodies. Sone of them may be repeats of
what | have put on the 3 other notes.

Send call, call, cal

sh/dx freg-freq

WK weat her report

sh/ wx

execute

This will allow you to send the same nessage to severa
di fferent stations.

This will allow you to specify a range of freqgs that
you want to | ook at spots from For example if you

are one of the rtty nuts you could do the follow ng

sh/ dx 14070-14100 this would give you the last 5 spots
that were put out within that freq range. (this is the
normal operating area of rtty stations)

This allows you to send a system wi de weat her nessage.
USE THIS W TH DI SCRETI ON HOWNEVER | F YOU HAVE WEATHER
THAT IS SIGNI FI CANT, BY ALL MEANS PUT I T OUT!!

This will show the last 5 WK reports
This will execute your personal command file. The file

execut es when you log on, this allows you to execute it
at other tines.

This file courtesy N4ASR
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Msg #4 From NASR Date: 31-Jan 2342Z Subj: AVAI LABLE DATABASES

THE FOLLOW NG DATABASES ARE CURRENTLY ON LI NE ON THE N4ASR NODE. SOVE OF
THESE CAN ALSO BE ACCESSED FROM THE OTHER NODES.

DATABASE SYNTAX DESCRI PTI ON

SH/ | OTA SH/ | OTA Gves IOTA info

SH QsL SH QSL cal | sign The W6GO QSL MANAGERS DATABASE

SH QSLNEW SH QSLNEW QSL updates gathered on this cluster
ALLOC SH/ ALLCC prefix G ves country assigned to a prefix
BUREAU SH BUREAU pr efi x G ves QSL bureas address

CONTEST SH/ CONTEST nont h G ves contest info for desired nonth
| RC SH | RC prefix G ves IRC s required

ZONE SH ZONE prefi x G ves zone of desired prefix

BUCK SH BUCK cal | si gn G ves address of USA/ VE/ and sone dx
DX de WUG 21000.0 ZF2MU 19497
| NFO SH/ | NFO Info library, from Awards to Zones
TODAY SH TODAY On this day in history.

For nore conplete informati on on these databases, just do a SH database
(with no prefix or callsign) ex. SH ALLOC. O course the nost popul ar
and wi dely used database is the Buckmaster, which has addresses of USA/VE
and sonme DX stations. A short description of how to use the Bucknmaster
foll ows.

To use the buckmaster call book, sinmply type in SH BUCK callsign. This

dat abase has USA/VE and some DX calls in it. This database is updated
every 6 nonths so sonetinmes it wll not be conpletely current.

If you have the name of sonebody whom you would |ike to know their callsign
(this is for U S. A ONY) |leave ne a nmessage with the persons nane, and
address, and approximte age. | amable to do gl obal searches of the

USA part of the database, and usually can find who you are | ooking for

If you know a USA call sign that needs to have the information changed or
you have a DX stations address you think would be of interest, just send ne a
note with the pertinent information and | will update the database. QSL
routes and managers should still go to the WsGO |ist, which is acconplished
by doing the UPDATE/ QSLNEW conmand.

Many thanks to Dan, K3SKE, who spent countless hours getting the errors out
of the ZONES dat abase.

File courtesy N4ASR
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Msg #5 From MNASR Date: 11-May 1211Z Subj: BUCK AND DX

THE FOLLOW NG COUNTRI ES ARE NOW | NCLUDED I N THE BUCKMASTER DATABASE
IN ADDI TION TO THE U. S. A. AND VE CALLS THERE ARE:

A2, A4, A7, A9, AP, C2, C3, C6, C9, CE, CT, CU, EA, EA6,8,9 EI, H4, HA, HBO, HC, HJ, HKO,
HK, HL, HP, HR, HV, J5,J7, 38, JT, JW LA, LX, OHO, OH, ON, OY, PJ2, PJ9, PY, T30, T7, TA,
TK, TL, TN, TR, V2, V3, V4, V6, V8, VP2E, XE, XX, YB, YS, ZP, 3B8, 3D2, A0, 4S7, 5B4, 5H, 5V,
57, 7P, 7Q 8R, 9H, 9J, 9N, 9Y,

MORE DX CALLS W LL BE ADDED ON THE NEXT CD DI SK RELEASE WVHHCH | S I N
OCTOBER. SUGGEST THAT YOU WRI TE THE ABOVE PREFI XES DOWN SO THAT
YOU WLL HAVE A READY REFERENCE AS TO WHAT YOU CAN GET FROM THE
BUCKMASTER.

File courtesy N4SR
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DX CLUSTER POLI CY ON FOR- SALE POSTI NGS

This node pernmits the advertisenent of articles for sale provided such
advertisenment is not in violation of Part 97.113 of the FCC rules.
Basically, that neans you may advertise anything that is used by radio
amateurs in pursuit of the hobby. Obviously we cannot |ist everything that
can or cannot be advertised, so you are asked to use your good judgment.
Exanpl es of what woul d be permissible include rigs, antennas, test gear,
conmput ers and conputer peripherals used by amateurs. Househol d goods,

aut onobi | es and other such materials used by the general public are
prohi bi ted. You MAY post an asking PRICE but you are not permtted to
negotiate a price over the air; that is, no auctioneering. You MJST include
your PHONE NUMBER so that transactions can be concluded by neans other than
amat eur radi o. You are not pernitted to advertise any services such as
repair or for hire or rent. Finally, you are not permtted to conduct any
commercial transactions over the air, that is, no nessages to or from

deal ers.

The SYSOPS have noticed sone advertising that has the appearance of being
comrercial in nature. We ask that individuals that are engaged in reselling
equi pnent that was purchased with the intent to nake a profit, refrain from
advertising such equi pnrent on any of the system nodes. Deal ers are
generally known to the amateur comunity and we ask that they conply with
the spirit of this request.

All of the SYSOPS agree that we want to keep this resource as open as
possible; the fewer rules, the better. At the sane tinme we nust ensure that
we are operating in full conpliance of the law. Failure to conply places
all of our licenses in jeopardy. Messages which are not in conpliance with
these guidelines will be deleted by the sysops.

Shoul d you have any questions feel free to | eave a nessage for the SYSOP or
consult Part 97. Thanks in advance for your cooperation.
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I NFORMATI ON ON LI STI NG MESSAGES BY DATABASE CATEGORY

When messages are originated, the author classifies theminto one of the
foll owing categories with the SEND conmand-

FORSALE WANTED QSLI NFO QSLREC HELP
CONTEST LOCAL ALL ALLNODES DXI NFO

Messages can be listed by category by the user with the (L) LIST conmand.
The letter L followed by a space followed by the category will get you the
5 nost recent entities in that category. For exanple L FORSALE

Ot her avail abl e conbi nations of this are-
L/ N FORSALE
L/ 10 FORSALE
L/ 20 FORSALE

LATEST TEN FORSALES
LATEST 20 FORSALES

FORSALE can be replaced by any of the other 9 categories |isted above as

Desired. |If you are mainly interested in certain categories and you | og
In frequently, you could use the L/N comuand al ong with your desired
categorie/s and stay up to date on those itens. Whereas a plain ole L/N

gets you all new nmessages of all categories all mxed up, a L/N DXI NFO
gets yo only the new dxi nfo nsgs since the last tinme you did a L/ N DXl NFO

K&AAW 9/ 27/ 94
NNNN

Packet Cluster Information



RECOMVENDED TNC SETTI NGS FOR DX CLUSTER CONNECTI ONS. . .

Sone nenbers have been asking ne what the recommended settings
are for TNCs attaching to the PacketCluster. Here is an excerpt
fromthe FRC Packet User's Manual by N3RD detailing those settings.

While nost TNCs will work "right out of the box", their default
settings will not be appropriate in each case for PacketCl uster
operation. The follow ng discussion will address several TNC
paranmeters and their recomended settings. It is not intended to
replace the need for you to READ YOUR TNC MANUAL! Al so, in sone cases,
you will have to convert the paraneters for use in your particular TNC
For exanple, RESPTIME is expressed in increments of 10 milliseconds (ns)
for MFJ and Kantronics units, but this nay not be universally true
even with newer versions of the above nentioned units. Therefore,

any tinme settings will be expressed in nms, you will need to make the
conversions for your particular unit.

Swi t ches

There are several "sw tches" which should be set as foll ows:

AX25L2V2 ON

BEACON OFF (or 0)

CHECK OFF (nore on CHECK | ater)
DI d PEAT  OFF

Ti m ng Parameters

The foll owing paraneters affect the way your TNC perforns while
connected to the system They should be set as foll ows:

DWAI' T 200ns
FRACK 5
PERSI ST 64
RESPTI ME 1500ns
RETRY 10
SLOTTI ME 10

RESPTI ME sets the delay your TNC i nposes on sendi ng an ACK back

to the system after receiving a packet. Since, PacketC uster sends
packets to many users at once, it is inportant that the ACKS be
staggered back to the system In an ideal world, each user would

have a different RESPTIME setting, and there would be no collisions
of ACKs back at the node. So, feel free to vary your RESPTI ME setting
from 1500nms to 3000ms. In case you are wondering, this setting IN NO
WAY affects the speed at which you receive packets fromthe system

DWAI T, PERSI ST, and SLOTTIME (if available on your TNC) affect how

"aggressive" your TNCis. DWAIT sets the minimumtine your TNC waits
before transmitting after the channel is clear. PERSI ST and SLOTTI ME
are variables in a calculation which is perforned each tinme your TNC
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wants to transmt. Here's how they work: When DWAI T has el apsed, your
TNC generates a random nunber between 0 and 255. |If that random nunber
is less than the setting of PERSIST, then your TNC will send its packets.
(If PERSIST is set at 64, there is a 25% probability that the random
nunber will be less than the setting and that the TNC will transmt.)

If the random nunber is above the setting of PERSIST, then the TNC waits
for an anount of tinme equal to the to the SLOTTIME setting, then creates
a new random nunber, and checks the PERSI ST setting again. Wat PERSI ST
and SLOTTIME do, in essence, is to add a randomtinme delay to your DWAIT
setting. This has a beneficial effect on system performance by tending
to reduce or elimnmnate packet collisions at the PacketCl uster node. If
your TNC has these two paraneters avail abl e, please set themto the

val ues suggested above.

To CHECK or not to CHECK

The conventional w sdom ampbng Packet Cl uster sysops has been to recomend
that the TNC CHECK function be disabled with a setting of 0 to elininate
unnecessary CHECK packets on a busy frequency. HOAEVER, contest experiences
contradict this idea. Many users report that the Cluster had apparently

di sconnected them wi thout their being aware of it. This can happen if the
Cluster "retries out" on your stream for whatever reason. The user's TNC
is, however, still in a connected state, and is unaware that the system
has di sconnected. A reasonable setting of CHECK mi ght be ten minutes. As

| ong as packets are being sent to your TNC, the CHECK function is held off.
After ten mnutes of no packets addressed to or fromyou, the TNC wi ||
check the connection and reset itself to a disconnected state if no
response is received. It will be up to the individual user to detect when
a di sconnection has occurred. ldeally, your TNc should be in a | ocation
where you can easily notice when the connection |ight has gone out.

I hope this excerpt will help you keep a nore reliable connection to the
Packet Cl uster node of your choice. Please also renenber to check your

vol une and squel ch | evels, and be sure you use just enough power to reliably
get to the node you use. Any nore is wasteful, interferes with your fellow
node users, and is a violation of FCC regul ations.

Pl ease use your PacketCluster systemw sely. It is here for the benefit of

us all. Only if we work together can we maintain our reputation as the
Greatest Contesting Club in the Universe. Do your part.
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FORMATTI NG MESSAGES | N THE NTS FORMAT FOR PACKET HANDLI NG

Not e: DX Packet Cl uster does not forward NTS traffic. This information is for
use on any regular PBBS, -- NOT THE DX CLUSTER --.

A packet radio BBS forwards its traffic (mail) through the use of a forwarding
file which, for NTS purposes, includes a list of Zip Codes and 5 letter State
Desi gnators. The designators consist of the letters "NTS" followed by the
two letter Postal abbreviation for the State. For exanple,

"NTSCA" nmeans "route this nessage to California”

"NTSNC' nmeans "route this nessage to North Carolina" etc.

A packet nmessage headed for Hanpton, VA would |look like this:
"ST 23666 @ NTSVA'

HOW TO ORI G NATE NTS TRAFFI C AT A BBS

Once logged in or connected to a BBS, you will be left at the prompt. This
is normally a greater than (>) sign, and is the indication that the BBS is ready
for further instructions.

1. Send the ST command to (S)end (T)raffic, followed by a space, the Zip Code
of the addressee, a space, the @sign, a space, and the NTSXX of the state.
The transfer would | ook like this:

ST 10016 @ NTSME < this nessage is headed for Maine Zip 10016
2. After entering the command information, you will be pronpted for the
subj ect of the nessage. Enter the subject like this:
BANGOR 403 234 (403 234 are the first six digits of the

t el ephone nunber, beginning with the area code.)

3. Once the subject is entered, you will be pronpted for the actual nessage
The first line of the text should be the preanble. For exanple:

34 R HXE K4ABT 21 PHOENI X AZ JAN 6

Now some expl anati on:

your nessage nunber (usually counted fromthe begi nning of each nonth)

a routine nmessage - not (E)mergency or (P)riority or (T)est

HXE= the npbst common handling instructions-dont go to any expense to
deliver this nmessage but send ne a nmsg advising if u CANNOT deliver)

K4ABT=t he station who originated the nessage

21 = the nunmber of the words in the text - not counting the signature

PHOENI X AZ = the place of origin

JAN 6 = the date the nmessage was ori gi nated
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4. The next 3 or 4 lines should each be ended with a carriage return (CR)
For exanpl e:
Jack Frost
1234 Anypl ace St.
Anywhere ST 99999
123 456- 7890

5. Now enter the TEXT of the nessage with 5 words per line - end each line
with a carriage return (CR)

For exanpl e:

Pat and | will neet <this is 5 words
you and Karen at the <this is 5 words
First Presbyterian Church parking | ot <this is 5 words
at five oclock local on <this is 5 words
Sat ur day <this is 1 word
<total words this nsg = 21
Fred KzZ9XYzZ this signature is not part of the word count

5. End your nessage with CTRL Z or /EX on a line by itself.

It is requested that the text of the nessage be fornmulated prior to checking
into the PBBS, so that all you have to do when pronpted for the text is to
upl oad a previously prepared file.

Some of the above procedures are slightly nmodified on some PBBS' s but this
shoul d be cl ose enough to get you started sending NTS traffic on your |oca
PBBS system

NNNN
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