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tance, rejection, or need for revision within three months. Decisions of the editor
are final. Uninvited resubmissions are subject to rejection without peer review.

Manuscripts are edited to improve communication between author and
reader.

Authors will receive electronic proofs via e-mail, together with a Query Form
detailing any questions we have regarding the article, and an Exclusive License
Form. Correct only printer’s mistakes. You may be charged for excessive correc-
tions beyond such mistakes. No offprints will be supplied. Instead authors will
receive a locked PDF file to the use at their discretion. There are no page charges.
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and full content of any article carrying their name. Any violation of these conditions
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Format. Manuscripts should be double-spaced throughout (including tables,
figure legends, appendices, literature cited) with all lines and pages numbered.

Specific information for Software notes. Abstracts for Software notes have a 100
word length limitation. Papers in this section have a 2500 word length limitation
for all text, excluding tables and legends. Submitted notes should be subdivided only
into an abstract, main text, acknowledgements, and references. Software notes may
include a maximum of three tables/figures. They should provide the basic rationale
behind the software, its basic functions, and sample usage, output, and interpreta-
tion. A link to a persistent website where the software may be downloaded or used
must be provided. Software notes are not intended to replace proper user documen-
tation, and the user’s manual along with test datasets should be available form the
software website. The section particularly welcomes user-friendly approaches.

To ensure that software websites referred to in Software notes will be acces-
sible for years to come, the journal requies authors to establish a persistent internet
address (PURL) for the software published in the journal. A step-by-step guide
explaining how to do this is provided at the journal’s PURL page <www.oikos.
ckol.lu.se/ecoPURL.html>.

Language. Manuscripts should be in English. Linguistic usage should be correct.
Avoid the use of the passive voice. Avoid extensive reviews in the Introduction and
Discussion. Cite only essential sources of a theory or opinion. Authors for whom
English is a second language may choose to have their manuscript professionally
edited before submission to improve the English. A list of independent suppli-
ers of editing services can be found at <www.blackwellpublishing.com/bauthor/
english_language.asp>. All services are paid for and arranged by the author, and use
of one of these services does not guarantee acceptance or preference for publication.

Title. The title should be brief and contain words useful for indexing and infor-
mation retrieval.

Text. The first page should contain only the title and the author’s name, ad-
dress and email-address. Page two contains the abstract, in which the main
results of the work should be summarized. The abstract should not contain
more than 300 words. Begin the introduction on page three. Avoid right mar-
gin justification and hyphenation. Double-check the contents of your manu-
script before submitting. Only printer’ mistakes in proofs will be changed
free of charge.

Illustrations. All illustrations should bear the author’s name. Tables and legends
of illustrations should be written double-spaced on separate sheets. Do not incor-
porate the legend in the figure itself. Tables and illustrations should be compre-
hensible without reference to the text.

Colour plates may be included at the author’s expense.

Plan your illustrations for the smallest size possible (one column). Do not
submit originals until so instructed.

Units. Use SI units as far as possible.

Nomenclature. Binomial Latin names should be used in accordance with
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References. In the list of references, the following usage should be conformed to:

Journal: Phillips, B. L. and Shine, R. 2006. Spatial and temporal variation in the
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Univ. Press.
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In the text references are given: Gavrilets (2004) or, at the end of a sentence,

(Gavrilets 2004).

Titles of journals should be abbreviated following Biological Abstracts. If in doubt,
give the title in full. Do not refer to unpublished material.

The reference list should be arranged alphabetically on authors’ names and
chronologically per author. If the author’s name is also mentioned with co-authors,
the following order should be used: publications of the single author, arranged
chronologically — publications of the same author with one co-author, arranged
chronologically — publications of the author with more than one co-author, ar-
ranged chronologically. When papers in the reference list have more than one
co-author, please write the first author followed by et al. Publications by the
same author(s) in the same year should be listed as 2004a, 2004b, etc. Reference
lists not conforming to this format will be returned for revision. When in doubt,
please consult the latest issue of ECOGRAPHY.

Excessive use of references causes unnecessary long articles. To avoid excessive
use of references, use only the most relevant. As a rule, avoid using more than 50
references in a regular research paper.

Acknowledgements. Keep them short.
Appendices. Relevant appendices may be posted on the journals homepage.

Authors are recommended to follow the guidelines set out in: O’Connor, M.
1991. Writing successfully in science. — Harper Collins Academic, London.
Manuscripts not conforming to the requirements will be returned for revision.
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Top image: pbdb_map_occur function, from the paleobioDB R Package,

returns a map of the number of fos-

sil records per cell stored in the Paleobiology Database. In this case, the image shows the records assigned to Canidae.

Middle left Common blackbird  (Turdus

image:

merula) on  holly (llex aquifolium). Photo

Ojembarrena.

by Luis

Center image: Description: Bia actorion (Nymphalidae, Brassolini) in Ecuadorean Amazon rainforest understory. Photo by Phil DeVries.
Middle right image: The Italian festoon in the image (Zerynthia cassandra) is extremely similar in morphology to the south-
ern festoon (Zerynthia polyxena). This is a recently described cryptic species of butterfly that occurs on the Italian penin-
sula and on two islands (Sicily and Elba). The forum paper by Vodd et al. in this issue highlights the importance of includ-
ing the cryptic diversity in ecological, biodiversity and biogeographic studies to avoid biased results. Photo by Roger Vila.
Bottom image: Blooming alpine meadow (2550 m a.s.l.) in the southwestern Alps near Lautaret pass (France). Photo by Philippe Choler.



