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CHAPTER ONE:
BLM Case Recordation

BLM Case Recordation is an integrated data browser/database Internet tool that contains information
from the Bureau of Land Management’s LR 2000 Case Recordation database. The data-browsing engine
features powerful query and reporting tools that provide unparalleled access to diverse combinations of data
elements and land information. Output from the BLM Case Recordation system can be imported to office
automation tools or mapped using Premier’s CarteView mapping tool.

When you have completed the BLM Case
Recordation section of the training you will
understand:

How to connect to the correct BLM Case
Recordation database
Each link and button within the BLM Case
Recordation Software
How to create, save and modify a query
How to create and use the Frequency
reports along with other reports in the
Output section

Opening the BLM Case Recordation Application
From the PDS Studio Home page, seen above, simply click the BLM Case Recordation link to open the
application. This will take you to the BLM Case Recordation page, where you can select your database.

Selecting a Database
To open the state database you want to
research, click the link for the state under Name.
This will take you to the BLM Case Recordation
Home page.

The two fields to the right of the database link
display a description of the database and the
date the database is updated through.

The final field in the BLM Case Recordation window displays the date your subscription is valid through. If
you have a subscription to a database you will be able to generate reports and downloads at no additional
cost. If you do not have a subscription, each report and download will have a cost based on the number of
records in a selection.
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Premier Data Services updates Case Recordation databases monthly. Databases for the following states are
available:

• Arizona
• California
• Colorado
• Eastern States
• Idaho
• Montana
• Nevada
• New Mexico
• Oregon/Washington
• Utah
• Wyoming

To purchase a subscription
To purchase a subscription, click on the Click for
Info link displayed in the database selection table.
Click on the Click to Get Subscription Information
link and an e-mail will automatically be sent to
Premier Data requesting information. A Premier
representative will contact you about pricing.

PDS Studio Home
The top section of PDS Studio Home screen (showing PDS Studio Applications and BLM Case Recordation
databases) features six different links.

Home- This link accesses the PDS Home page of www.pdsstudio.com.

Your Account- Lists the current information on your account, subscription information and allows you to update
the data.

All Data Outputs- A list of all outputs you have produced including information such as application, data source,
description, date created, the status, time to process, date it will automatically be deleted and an option to delete
now.

Report Prices- A list of report and export prices for each application. If you have database subscriptions,
downloads are free of charge.
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Support- This link allows you to type an e-mail to the Premier Data Services Support Staff for assistance.

Help- Click on the Help link anytime for context sensitive information throughout PDS Studio. If you are in Help
and need to look at another area, click on the PDS Studio contents to see a Table of Contents.
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CHAPTER TWO:
BLM Case Recordation

BLM Case Recordation Home
This screen allows you to examine the data using
specific selections and research criteria. The
feature-rich search engine enables you to mix
and match Available Criteria to find what you
need. With these tools you can use, build and
save Defined Criteria queries. Queries are
different combinations of criteria that you can
save and reuse to automate your research. Data
can be retrieved by specific case type, action
type and/or geographic areas, such as townships,
counties or entire states.

The BLM Case Recordation Home screen contains several sections:

The top section of the BLM Case Recordation
Home screen lists the current database and
update date that you are using.

The left section, Available Criteria, features a list of data-search categories.
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When selections are made in Available Criteria or a Defined Criteria
query is used, the Selected Criteria section lists the selections in a tree
control format. The tree format contains a folder for the selection link and
the corresponding selections within the folder.

Once the data is retrieved it can be output; the right section
features Export Outputs and Report Outputs.

Outputs appearing in blue underline are available to print or
export. If the output appears black, it means the case count is
either zero or too large. Case counts can be lowered by adding
additional search criteria that will narrow the search scope and
focus.

The Defined Criteria lower section of the window
contains Application Queries and User Queries.
Application Queries are queries provided by
Premier that are commonly used to research Case

Recordation for most oil and gas activities. The User Queries drop down menu is where you can store queries
that you create. The advantage to storing your queries here is that they are accessible any time you use Studio,
from any location or computer.
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Available Criteria
When you click on any of the Available Criteria selections, you will see a new page from which you can select
criteria. When choosing criteria from Available Criteria you can use the single right arrow button to move the
elements to the Selected window. The double right arrow buttons will move every data element from the Available
window to the Selected window. Once you make the appropriate selections, use the Apply  button to return to
BLM Case Recordation Home. The following selections are available in the Available Criteria screen:

County- This selection option allows you to select
cases in one or more counties. This listing displays
all counties available within the specific state that is
selected. Once you make your selections, click
Apply.

Location- Allows you to search the database for cases within a
township and range window, section or a specific area of interest.
You can search an individual township by typing a specific township
and range reference in the Min Value line. A block of contiguous
townships can be specified by entering the minimum and maximum
values for a specific township and range window. Click Apply.

Important Note:  In situations where you are researching an area
of land that crosses a Base Line (i.e., the directions of your chosen
townships are not equal), enter the southeastern township as your
Min Value township and the northwestern township as your Max
Value township.  In situations

where you are researching an area of land that crosses a Meridian  (i.e.,
the directions of your chosen ranges are not equal), enter the eastern
range as your Min Value range and the western range as your Max Value
range.  In any situation, if you enter invalid directions, values or a wrong
sequence, Case Rec will not accept your selection.

Important Note: The Meridian drop down box lists
all meridian codes in the country. Use this when you
have more than one meridian in a state and there are
identical numbered townships in both meridians, such
as Utah.

Important Note: The Exclusive check box clips the legal descriptions that fall outside of the township and range.
Most often it is used when mapping to create a clean map.

Hint: Some BLM state offices administer lands in
multiple states. If a county listing does not appear
to contain the name you are looking for, make
sure the correct state is displayed in the Select
State drop down menu.

Hint: You may use the Tab key to
move around the window.

Hint: This information applies nationally so not all Case
Types work for every state.
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Case Type- This selection gives you an alphabetical
listing of all land case type descriptions and numeric
codes for all states in the BLM data dictionary. Use
the radio button to change the sort. Case types include
withdrawals, wilderness studies, exchanges, oil and
gas to name a few. Remember the Help Index
contains a list of individual case types and their
definitions. Once complete, click Apply.

Owner Type-  This selection lists all ownership
types that apply to the BLM’s case records. It allows
you to look up certain types of owners such as lessee,
operator or holder.

Disposition- Disposition allows you to search on
the current status of an individual case. Active cases
generally have an authorized or pending disposition.
All other dispositions represent the condition under
which the case was closed.

Owner Name - This selection allows you to limit
your search to certain, specified owner names.

Serial Number- Serial Number allows you to search based on a
case’s unique serial number, as assigned by the BLM for identification.
The serial number is similar to the case’s social security number.
You can use a wildcard if you don’t know the exact state
abbreviations or number of spaces.

Hint: If you do not know how a particular owner is
listed in the database, you can use a wildcard,%.
You can also use the Boolean call “or” to pull
more than one owner or an owner with more than
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Commodity Type - In this window, you can search
by all commodity types listed in the BLM’s data
dictionary. Commodities generally refer to mineral
resources that apply to various case types, such as
Aluminum-Bauxite, Coalbed Methane Gas,
Geothermal Heat and Petroleum. Not all
commodities appear to be resources. Litter and
trash are examples.

Action Type - Action Type refers to certain
business events that have occurred during the “life”
of a specific case, or can describe various items to
identify something associated with a case. This
selection allows you to search by those business
events.

Action Date - Each action is associated with a date when the
administrative activity took place. Using the Action Date selection
you can limit your search to cases with actions that took place within
a given period of time.

Expiration Date
This selection option allows you to limit your search to cases that
expire within a given date range.

Current Selection
The Current Selection section links are as follows:

Count- The Count number represents the total number of unique cases in your selected
database.

View List- Lists detail for all cases, including status, serial number, case type and
commodity. Clicking on a Serial Number link will allow you to print that case’s Serial
Register Page.

Clear Criteria- Clears all selections previously made.
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Save Criteria- Once you have made the appropriate selections, you can save them
for future use. The advantage to saving your criteria is that it is accessible any time

you use PDS Studio, from any location or computer.

Defined Criteria
The Defined Criteria section allows you to use
previously defined data to query the case recordation
database. The buttons are as follows:

Application Query- The Application Query drop down menu provides you with predefined queries that are
commonly used to research the Case Recordation database. They are designed to help you understand the data
and to assist you in getting started using this application. Click the Recall button to process the selected query.

User Query- The User Query drop down box lists queries that you have saved using the Save Criteria link.
Click the Recall button to process the selected query. Click the Delete button to delete any unwanted queries.
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CHAPTER TWO:
BLM Case Recordation

Foundation Exercises
The following exercises will help you to understand the basic foundations of the software; how to use
Available Criteria, Defined Criteria and Output Reports to research the database. For detailed information
about each report, refer to Help within the BLM Case Recordation Application.

Exercise A: Creating a Query Using Available Criteria.

Find all active cases in a county.

Step 1:

Clear Criteria link-use this to remove all previous selections.

Step 2:

County-Select and move to the right the county
or counties that you want to research, and then
click Apply.

County______________________________________

Remember: Some BLM state offices adminis-
ter lands in multiple states.  You may have to
use the Select State drop down menu to change
states in order to find the correct counties.
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Step 3:

Disposition-This is the current status of the case.
To select active cases, highlight the Authorized and
Pending dispositions while holding down the
Control key and select the single right arrow to move
the selections to the right. All other dispositions are
closed. Click Apply.

Authorized pulls cases that are active, Pending
pulls cases that are pending authorization.

Step 4:

Count-Under Current Selection, Count should now display in red the total number
of active cases in your selected geographic region.

Step 5:

Output-Case Type Frequency Report-This report gives us a
big picture of activity that is occuring in the defined area of interest.
It is an audit or inventory of the case types in effect.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description window will
appear. You can change the name of your report here, if you choose.
You can select from the radio buttons for your output to be either
PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your
query criteria on the report. Click Continue.

Note: A PDF file is a formatted report that is printable, but not
editable. A CSV file can be opened in spreadsheet programs,
including MircoSoft Excel. You can use the spreadsheet tools to
perform further analysis.
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You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status displays Completed you
can click on the report’s underlined Description to
view it.

Note: Remember you must have Adobe Acrobat
Reader in order to view a PDF file. See the PDS
Studio Introduction for download instructions.
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Exercise B: Researching the Database.
This exercise uses a query similar to the one built in Exercise A. We will change the geographic area from a
county to a township within the county, to look at a smaller area in more detail.

Step 1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-If you are still in the Case Frequency Report, exit the report by clicking the
Back button and then the BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation
Home page. Your orginal query created in Exercise A should still be selected. If not, you will need to follow
Exercise A to make the appropriate selections.

Step 2:

County-Move the counties that you used in Exercise
A back to the left. Click Apply.

S t e p
3:
Location-Enter the township and range you want to research.
Change the direction using the drop down menu, if needed. Since
we are pulling this data for a report and not exporting it to make a
map, you do not need to check the Exclusive box. Click Apply.

Township and Range:

 ____________________________________________

Example: If you select a rectangular area of land, which includes all the area from 12N 90W to 18N 102W, you
would enter 12N in the Min Value Township field, 18N in the Max Value Township field, 90W in the Range Min
Value field, and 102W in the Range Max Value Field.

Step 4:

Count-Under Current Selection, Count should now display in red the total number
of active cases in your selected geographic region.
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Step 5:

Output-Case Type Frequency Report-This report gives us a
big picture of activity within the selected area. Again, it is an audit
or inventory of the active cases affecting lands in the area of interest.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description window will appear. You can change the name of your report
here, if you choose. You can select your output to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query criteria on the report.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need to click OK or Yes  before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status displays Completed you can click on the report’s underlined Description to view it.
Click Continue.  From the report, select a case type to look at in more detail.

Case Type _________________________________

Remember: Outputs appearing in blue underline are available to
print or export. If the output is black, it means the case count is
either zero or too large. Case counts can be lowered by adding
additional search criteria that will narrow the search scope and
focus.
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Step 6:

BLM Case Recordation Home-Exit the report by clicking the Back button and then the BLM Case Recordation
Home link.

Step 7:

Case Type-Return to Case Recordation Home and
highlight your case type of interest. You can use the
drop down menu to select the grouping to make your
search easier. Click Apply.

Step 8:

Count-Under Current Selection, Count should now display in red the number of
active cases in our selected case type.

Step 9:

View List Button-The View button
allows us to look at the data one case at
a time. The information includes everything from
the Serial Register Page. Single click on the
underlined Serial Number to view the data on an
individual  case.

The Title/Description window will appear. You can
change the name of your report here, if you choose.
You can select your output to be either PDF or CSV
format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query
criteria on the report.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click OK or Yes before you can view the report.
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Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can click on the report’s underlined Description to view it.
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Exercise C: Saving a User Query.
In example A, you learned to create a query to pull active case types. For this exercise you will learn to save a
query so it can be used repeatedly. Saved queries can save time and ensure consistency in your research. Since
the geographic location that you research often changes, do not include that in your saved query. This saved
query will pull closed case types.

Step 1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-If you are still in  a report, exit the report by clicking the Back button and then
the  BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page.

Step 2:

Clear Criteria Link-use this to remove all previous selections.

Step 3:

Disposition-Look for cases with a closed status.

Step 4:

Count-Under Current Selection, Count should now display in red the total number of
closed cases in your selected geographic region.

Step 5:

Save Criteria-Save the query using the Save
Criteria link. Name this query “Closed Cases”.
Remember that these queries are saved with your
PDS Studio account and are accessible whenever
you are logged into PDS Studio.
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Exercise D: Opening a Application Query or Base Query.
Premier has base queries that have been designed to help you pull the most commonly sought data in the BLM
Case Recordation database. These base queries are just queries that we have saved for you as Application
Queries; they are no different than the query we just saved in Exercise C.

Step 1:

Application Criteria-Click on the Application
Queries drop down menu. Select Active Oil & Gas
Leases HBP. Click Recall.

The Active Oil & Gas Leases HBP query defines
all oil and gas cases that are currently being held by
production of commercial quantities of oil and gas.

Step 2:

Location-Enter the township and range you want to research.
Change the direction using the drop down menu, if needed. Since
we are pulling this data for a report and not exporting it to make a
map, you do not need to check the Exclusive box.

Township and Range

____________________________________________

Step 3:

Count-Under Current Selections, Count should now display in red the number of cases
being held by oil and gas production.

Step 4:

Output-Action Frequency Report-This report gives us the
frequency of all actions on cases that are held by production.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description window will
appear. You can change the name of your report here, if you choose.
You can select your output to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query criteria on the
report.

Note: Using an Application Query will clear all
previous criteria selections and replace them with
the predetermined criteria for the query.
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You may get a Security Alert window; you will need to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can click on the report’s underlined Description to view it.

Tip:
You can save this or any PDF file to your local drive by clicking on the Save icon when viewing the report.
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Exercise E: Modifying a Query.

You can modify a base query to pull additional information, such as Oil and Gas Transfer of Operating Rights. In
a typical senerio, the owner of the working interest has the exclusive right to extract the minerals on the land.
However, a lessee may transfer out of his working interest, leaving himself as owner of the working interest, but
as the owner of very little production and the recipient of a small fraction of the income of the property.

Step 1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-If you are still in a report, exit by clicking the Back button and then the BLM
Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page.

Step 2:

Application Criteria-Click on the Application
Queries drop down menu. Select Active Oil & Gas
Leases. Click the Recall button.

Step 3:

Actions-Under Select Grouping, select S-Z.

Highlight the following items:
• Trf oper rgts approved
• Trf oper rgts filed

Step 4:

Count-Under Current Selections, Count should now display in red the number of oil
and gas cases that have had a transfer of operating rights.

Step 5:

Save Criteria-Save this query as “OG
Transfer of Operating Rights” using the Save
Criteria link.

Hint: Refer to Help for detailed descriptions of
the BLM Case Recordation criteria.
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Step 6:

County or Location-Select your geographic location.

Township and Range _______________________

Step 7:

Output-Serial Register Page-This provides the case’s history as
it is recorded in the BLM administrative office.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description
window will appear.  You can change the name of
your report here, if you choose. You can select your
output to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query criteria on the report.

Hint: When using Transfer of Operating Rights actions, remember that the government no longer adjudicates
operating rights but the data will show that a transfer has taken place. In other words, we know the rights have been
transferred but not from whom to whom.



23

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can click on the report’s underlined Description to view it.
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Exercise F: Using the Units Query to Create a Report.

For Exercise F, we will use the units query from the Application Query drop down menu to view the Acreage
Inventory report. This will show us how many units are currently commited to an O&G unit.

Step 1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-If you are still in a report, exit the report by clicking the Back button and then
the BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page.

Step 2:

Application Criteria-Click on the Application
Criteria drop down menu. Select Active Oil & Gas
Units. Click the Recall button.

The Active Oil & Gas Units query defines all active
case types for oil and gas units, which is the agreement for the operation of separately owned interests as a joint
operation.

Step 3:

Output-Acreage Inventory Report-This is the total number of
acres currently committed to an O & G unit.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description window will
appear.  You can change the name of your report here, if you choose.
You can select your output to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query criteria on the
report.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.
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Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can click on the report’s underlined Description to view it.
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Exercise G: Using the Active Oil and Gas Leases Query to Create Reports.

This exercise shows you how to use the Owner Frequency report. You can use queries to quickly pull pertinent
information for output reports. The Active Oil and Gas Leases query gives you the information you need for the
Owner Frequency Report. This report shows you the number of cases per owner.

Step 1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-If you are still in a report, exit the report by clicking the Back button and then
the BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page.

Step 2:

Application Criteria-Click on the Application
Query drop down menu. Select Active Oil & Gas
Leases. Click the Recall button.

Step 3:

County or Location-If you want to narrow down to a geographic
area, type in your geographic location.

County or Location:

 ____________________________________

Step 4:
Owner Name-type in an owner name such as
“Yates%”.

Step 5:

Count-Under Current Selections, Count should now display in red the number of
active oil and gas leases in your defined geographic location.
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Step 6:

Output-Owner Frequency Report-By entering an owner name
and using this report, you can start to see who is partnering with
whom. Anyone listed in the report is a party in interest with Yates.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description window will
appear.  You can change the name of your report here, if you choose.
You can select your output to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query criteria on the
report.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can
click on the report’s underlined Description to view
it.
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Exercise H: Creating a Net Acreage Report.

This exercise will show you how to use the Net Acreage report. Viewing the Active Oil & Gas Leases query in
the Net Acreage Report shows who the big players are within a geographic region.

Step
1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-Exit the Owner Frequency report by clicking the Back button and then the
BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page, (your
original query of Active Oil and Gas Leases is still selected).

Step 2:

Application Criteria- Click on the Application
Query drop down menu. Select Active Oil & Gas
Leases. Click the Recall button.  By recalling the
Query, the Location and Owner Name are
automatically cleared.

Step 3:
County-Select and move to the right the county or
counties that you want to research, and then click
Apply.

County______________________________________

Step 4:

Net Acreage Report-This report shows you gross acres of the
lease, owner total gross acres, net acreage for each owner and the
percentage.
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Once you click on the report, the Title/Description
window will appear.  You can change the name of
your report here, if you choose. You can select
your output to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query
criteria on the report.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can
click on the report’s underlined Description to view
it.
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Exercise I: Creating a (O&G) Location Price Report.

This exercise will show you how to use the Location Price report. Viewing the Active Oil & Gas Leases query in
the Location Price Report gives you four main items:

• Record Title Ownership (Lessee)
• Percent of Ownership
• Location of the Lease
• Held by Production or Expiration Date of the Lease Price.

Step 1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-If you are still  in a report, exit it  by clicking the Back button and then the
BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page, (your
original query of Active Oil and Gas Leases is still selected).

Step 2:

Location-Enter a geographic location if you desire.

Township and Range:

___________________________________

Step 3:

Location Price Report-From Outputs select the Location Price
Report.

Hint:
Reports marked with (O&G) were designed to highlight specific
oil and gas information from the Case Recordation database.
They are grouped together in the Outputs section.
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Once you click on the report, the Title/Description
window will appear.  You can change the name of your
report here, if you choose. You can select your output
to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query
criteria on the report.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can click on the report’s underlined Description to view it.

Note:
If there is a “$0.00” in the Price Per Acre  then the price is pre-1987. It was sold over-the-counter or was created
through segregation.
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Exercise J: Creating the Commodity Frequency Report.

This report shows the total number of cases that correspond to a given resource/commodity.

Step 1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-If you are still in a report, exit the report by clicking the Back button and then
the BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page.

Step 2:

County or Location-Select your geographic location.

County or Location:

 ____________________________________

Step 3:

Disposition-Select Authorized and Pending.

Step 4:

Count-Under Current Selections, Count should now display in red the total number
of active cases in your defined geographic location.
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Step 5:

Output-Commodity Frequency Report-This report shows the
total number of cases that correspond with a given resource/
commodity.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description window will
appear.  You can change the name of your report here, if you choose.
You can select your output to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query criteria on the
report.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can click on the report’s underlined Description to view it.
Select a commodity and exit the report to the Case View screen.

Commodity type _________________________________
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Step 6:

BLM Case Recordation Home-Exit the Owner Frequency Report by clicking the Back button and then the
BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page.

Step 7:

Commodity Type-Under Select Grouping, select
the grouping you want to view.

Highlight your commodity type of interest.

Step 8:

Count-Under Current Selections, Count should now display in red the number of
active cases in our selected commodity type.

Step 9:

Case Type Frequency Report-This report shows us all the case
types used for a single commodity.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description window will
appear.  You can change the name of your report here, if you choose.
You can select your output to be either PDF or CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query criteria on the
report.
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You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you can view the report.

Once the report’s Status reads Completed you can
click on the report’s underlined Description to view
it.
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Exercise K: Creating an Acreage Inventory Report in CSV Format.

This exercise will show you how toview the Acreage Inventory report in CSV format. A CSV file  can be opened
in most spreadsheet programs, including Microsoft Excel. You can use their programs analysis and graphing tools
to further analyze the report information.

Step 1:

BLM Case Recordation Home-If you are still in a report, exit the report by clicking the Back button and then
the BLM Case Recordation Home link. This will return you to the BLM Case Recordation Home page.

Step 2:

Application Criteria-Click on the Application
Query drop down menu. Select Active Oil & Gas
Leases. Click the Recall button.

By recalling an Application Query, any Available
Criteria previously selected is automatically cleared.

Step 3:

County-Select and move to the right the county or
counties that you want to research, and then click
Apply.

County___________________________________

Step 4:

Output-Acreage Inventory Report-This is the total number of
acres currently committed to O & G leases.  In this example, we will
output to a CSV file and open it in MicroSoft Excel.

Once you click on the report, the Title/Description window will
appear. You can change the name of your report here, if you choose.
Select your output to be CSV format.

A check in Include Selection will list your query criteria on the
report. Click Continue.
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You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click OK or YES before you can view the report.

Once the Report Status displays Completed you can right click on the Report’s underlined Description. This
will bring up a pop up context menu where you can select Save Target As... giving you a Browse window where
you can name and save your file.

When the download has finished processing, the
message will read “Download Complete”. Click
the Close button.

If you click the Open button, the report will open in
Excel but will not be formatted correctly.



38

Now open MicroSoft Excel and browse to your file to open it. You may have to change your “File of type:” in
order to see it.
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Test Your Knowledge:

Based on what we have covered thus far, you should be able to correctly answer the following ques-
tions.  So give it a try and see how you do.  Let’s get started.

1.     Identify the number of active oil and gas leases for which ______________ has its name on the title.

       Your Answer: _______________________________________________________________

2.     Identify the number of acres committed to units in ______________________?

       Your Answer: _______________________________________________________________

3.     Identify the number of acres under lease in _____________________________ ?

       Your Answer: _______________________________________________________________

4.     What mineral activities are occurring in ______________________________?

        Your Answer: _______________________________________________________________

5.     Review “Pending” cases in _____________________________? Does this have an impact on work
load?

        Your Answer: _______________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER FOUR:
BLM Case Recordation

Additional Oil and Gas Examples and Exercises
This section outlines additional examples and exercises.

1. Retrieving a case (lease, unit, other) when you have a serial number.
• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• Under “Available Criteria” select Serial Number.
• Type in the Serial Number.  Start with a Percent Sign (%), type in numerals only, and end with a

Percent Sign. (Use a percent sign as a wild card.)
• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases meet the criteria you

have selected.
• Under “Outputs,” select Serial Register Page.
• Type in a Report Name (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Select the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of

your output in the Description column to download the report.

2. Identifying whom the major lease holders are in a township block and determine their relative acreage
positions.

• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• To open a base query, select Active Oil and Gas Leases in the “Application Criteria” drop down box.
• Click Recall. The Case Type and Disposition selections will automatically populate.
• Under “Available Criteria,” select Location and enter the Township and Range of your area of

interest. To enter a County instead, select the County under “Available Criteria” and scroll to the
appropriate county.

• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases there are meeting the

criteria you have selected.
• Under “Outputs,” select the Owner Frequency Report.
• Type in a Report Name (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Select the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of

your output in the Description column to download the report.
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3. Identifying all the cases in an area that may affect your activity.
• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• Under the “Available Criteria”, select Location and enter the Township and Range in your area of

interest.
(To enter a County instead, select the County under the “Available Criteria” window and scroll to the
appropriate county.)

• Click Apply.
• Under “Available Criteria,” select Disposition.  Move Authorized and Pending to the right, by using the

single right arrow to move them to the “Selected” window.
• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases meet the criteria you have

selected.
• Under “Outputs”, select the Case Type Frequency Report, to get a list of all active case types in your

area.
• Type in a Report Name (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Select the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of your

output in the Description column to download the report.

4. Determining how many acres under oil & gas leases are expiring in a geographic area over a certain time
frame.

• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• To open a base query, select Active Oil and Gas Leases in the “Application Criteria” drop down box.
• Click Recall. The Case Type and Disposition selections will automatically populate.
• Under the “Available Criteria,” window select Location and enter the Township and Range in your area

of interest. (To enter a County, select the County under “Available Criteria” and scroll to the appropriate
county.)

• Click Apply.
• Under the “Available Criteria” window, select Expiration Date and enter the earliest and latest date.
• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases meet the criteria you have

selected.
• Under “Outputs,” select the Net Acreage Report to view individual owners and the leases expiring.
• Type in a Report Name, (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Click on the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of your

output in the Description column to download the report.

5. Identifying all the active oil and gas leases in your area of interest.
• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• To open a base query, select Active Oil and Gas Leases in the “Application Criteria” drop down box.
• Click Recall. The Case Type and Disposition selections will automatically populate.
• Under the “Available Criteria,” select Location and enter the Township and Range in your area of

interest. (To enter a County instead, select the County under “Available Criteria” and scroll to the appro-
priate county.)
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• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases meet the criteria you have

selected.
• Under “Outputs,” select Location Price to view summary information or select Serial Register Page to

view detailed history of the cases.
• Type in a Report Name (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Click on the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of your

output in the Description column to download the report.
6. Determining which oil and gas leases have had operating rights severed from record title.

• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• To open a base query, select Active Oil and Gas Leases in the “Application Criteria” drop down box.
• Click Recall. The Case Type and Disposition selections will automatically populate.
• Under the “Available Criteria,” select Location and enter the Township and Range in your area of

interest. (To enter a County instead, select the County under “Available Criteria” and scroll to the appro-
priate county.)

• Under “Available Criteria,” select Action Type.
• Under the “Select Grouping,” select S-Z at the drop down menu.
• Select Trf oper rgts filed and Trf oper rgts approved (close to the end of the list) and use the single right

arrow to move them to the “Selected” window.
• Click the Apply button.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases meet the criteria you have

selected.
• Under “Outputs,” select the Serial Register Page to view when operating rights transfers were filed and

approved.
• Type in a Report Name (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Click on the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of your

output in the Description column to download the report.

7. Determine what leases a particular company or which owners have record title interest.
• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• To open a base query, select Active Oil and Gas Leases in the “Application Criteria” drop down box.
• Click Recall. The Case Type and Disposition selections will automatically populate.
• Under the “Available Criteria,” select Location and enter the Township and Range in your area of

interest. (To enter a County instead, select the County under Available Criteria and scroll to the appropri-
ate county.)

• Click Apply.
• Under “Available Criteria,” select Owner Name.  Type in the Owner Name.  Always abbreviate the

name and use a percent sign as a wild card.  For multiple names use this format:  abc% or xyz%.
• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases meet the criteria you have

selected.
• Under “Outputs,” select the Location Price for summary information or the Serial Register Page for

detailed information.
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• Type in a Report Name, (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Click on the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of your

output in the Description column to download the report.

8. Determine what leases are committed to a unit or communitization agreement.
• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• To open a base query, select Active Oil and Gas Leases in the “Application Criteria” drop down box.
• Click Recall. The Case Type and Disposition selections will automatically populate.
• Under the “Available Criteria,” select Location and enter the Township and Range in your area of

interest. (To enter a County instead, select the County under “Available Criteria” and scroll to the appro-
priate county.)

• Click Apply.
• Under “Available Criteria” select Action Type.
• Under the “Select Grouping” select I-L  at the drop down menu.  Select lease committed to unit and

lease committed to ca and use the single right arrow to move them to the Selected window.
• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection” the Count field will tell you how many cases there are meeting the criteria

you have selected
• Under “Outputs,” select the Location Price Report for summary information or the Serial Register page

for detailed information.
• Type in a Report Name, (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Click on the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchased Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of

your output in the Description column to download the report.
9. Determine coal activity in a particular area.

• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state Case Recordation Database.
• Under the available criteria, select Location and enter the Township and Range in your area of interest.

To enter a County instead, select the County under Available Criteria and scroll to the appropriate county.
• Click Apply.
• Under “Available Criteria,” select Commodity.
• Under the “Select Grouping,” select B-C at the drop down menu.
• Scroll down to Coal, and use the single right arrow to move it to the Selected window.
• Click Apply.
• Under “Available Criteria,” select Disposition. Then select Authorized and Pending. Use the single right

arrow to move them to the right.
• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases there are meeting the

criteria you have selected.
• Under “Outputs,” select Case Type Frequency to view different case types relating to coal or select

Serial Register Page to view the detail on each case.
• Type in a Report Name (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Click on the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of your

output in the Description column to download the report.
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10. Determine the price per acre being paid for oil and gas leases at the BLM lease sales over the last two years
in a particular area.
• Open BLM Case Recordation.
• Click on the appropriate state’s Case Recordation Database.
• To open a base query, select Active Oil and Gas Leases in the “Application Criteria” drop down box.
• Click Recall. The Case Type and Disposition selections will automatically populate.
• Under the “Available Criteria,” select Location and enter the Township and Range in your area of

interest. (To enter a County instead, select the County under Available Criteria and scroll to the appropri-
ate county.)

• Click Apply.
• Under “Available Criteria,” select Action Type.
• Under “Select Grouping” there is a drop down box; select I-L.
• Scroll down and select Lease Issued. Use the single right arrow to move them right.
• Click Apply.
• Under “Available Criteria,” select Action Date.  Type in the earliest and the latest date.
• Click Apply.
• Under the “Current Selection,” the Count field will tell you how many cases there are meeting the

criteria you have selected.
• Under “Outputs,” select Location Price Report for summary information or the Serial Register page for

detailed information.
• Type in a Report Name (this can be left blank) and click the Continue button.
• Click on the Purchase Ordered Outputs button.
• Under the “Purchase Ordered Outputs” window, after the status is completed, click on the name of your

output in the Description column to download the report.
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CHAPTER FIVE:
BLM Case Recordation

Additional Land Use and Land Action Case Types
This section outlines additional areas to explore to see the vast variety of useful data within the BLM’s Case
Recordation dataset. Although many of the exercises within this workbook pertain to the highly valuable land
use case types for oil and gas and coal, there are many other data queries that are of potential use to you.

Use the Case Type selection under Available Criteria to explore the vast variety of useful data within the
BLM’s Case Recordation dataset.

As you can see from the Select Grouping drop down menu, there is a large variety of Case Type data
available. A brief listing of the most commonly recorded Case Type groups is shown below. Some of these
case records are split between the Case Recordation database and the Status database, particularly with
regards to permanent land conveyances and exchanges. When available in the Status database, these cases
will also contain data fields for the “Rights” retained by the U.S. Government, such as subsurface minerals,
surface ditches and canals, etc.

180000--Public Admin Procedures Title conveyances and quitclaim deeds
210000--Acquisitions Land acquired by the U.S. by purchase, condemnation or gift
220000--Exchanges Land exchanged into and out of U.S. government jurisdiction
230000--Withdrawals Land restricted from normal multiple use, thus holding the land

for specific public purposes
240000--Land Classification Land classified to designate use availability
250000--Patents Deeded legal title to private owner patentee
260000--Grants Gift of land to non-U.S. government owner
270000--Sale Sale of land to non-U.S. government owner
280000--Right of Way (ROW) Permit or easement authorizing land to be used for certain specified

purposes, commonly for pipelines, roads, telephone lines, etc.
290000--Leases & Permits Miscellaneous leases and permits such as for recreation and public

purpose, airport sites, etc.
310000--Oil & Gas Oil and Gas leases, units, etc.
320000--Geothermal Leasing Geothermal leases
340000--Coal Lease Goal leases, units and mining sites
350000--Leasing Area Various lease and use authorizations and classifications for minerals

other than oil, gas or coal
360000--Mineral Materials Disp Various lease and use authorizations and classifications for minerals

other than oil, gas or coal
380000--Mineral Patents Deeded legal title of mineral right to non-U.S. government owner
patentee
390000--Min Miscellaneous Various lease and use authorizations and classifications for minerals

other than oil, gas or coal
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CHAPTER SIX:
BLM Case Recordation

Exports to Create a Map
This section outlines the steps needed to create export files used in making a map in either CarteView for
ArcView or MapInfo.

To make a map in CarteView with one layer or many layers you will need to follow four simple steps:
• Digital PLS- pull a digital land grid copy of area to be mapped.
• Premier Export Data file- process a data file containing the data that you want to map.
• CarteView- Use CarteView to process the data file against the digital land grid.
• Cartography- Clean up the map to make it look the way you want.

In this section we will be creating the BLM Case Recordation export files (step 2) that we will later map
against the digital land grid in CarteView.

Layer A: Active Oil and Gas Leases.

Step 1:

Application Criteria-From the BLM Case
Recordation Home screen, click on the
Application Queries drop down menu. Select
Active Oil & Gas Leases. Click Recall.

Step 2:

Location-Select your geographic location.

Remember: When the Exclusive box is checked only the records
for the designated area will be included in the query results.

Step 3:

Count-This gives you the total number of active oil and gas lease cases in your
defined geographic location.
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Step 4:

Output-Export-Ownership CarteView Export-Select the
Ownership CarteView Export.

Export Options-
Export Options
a u t o m a t i c a l l y
preforms lot and
tract substitution. If
you do not want to
perform lot and
tract subsitiution for
your map export
file, uncheck the box.

For Output Half Townships select 5 if you are using Premier’s
24K or 100K grid, select 2 if you are using GCDB grid.

Check the Use Survey Type box to include Survey Type as one of the data elements required for retrieval. If
the box is checked, the application looks at the export file and retrieves those records whose survey types
match the survey types of the records in the lld database.

Click the Continue button.

Description-You can change the name of your
export file in the Description window. If you are
going to be creating several exports, it is a good
idea to change the description to match your criteria.

Click the Continue button.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you export.

Once the Report Status displays Completed you can click on the Report’s underlined Description to export it.
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Step 5:

Export the file to your hard drive-You can either
open the zipped file to save to your hard drive, or
save the zipped file to your hard drive to open later.
In this example, we will open the zip file.

Click Open. The file will compress to a temporary
file in the background and WinZip will open.
Depending on your preferences, you will either get
the main WinZip Classic window or the WinZip
Wizard.

Highlight the export file, click the Extract button
and browse to your map project folder. This will
unzip the file and save it locally on your hard drive.
This file can then be opened and mapped in
CarteView.
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Layer B: Active Oil and Gas Units.

Step 1:

Application Criteria-From the BLM Case
Recordation Home screen, click on the
Application Query drop down menu. Select Active
Oil & Gas Units. Click Recall.

Step 2:

Location-Select your geographic location.

Remember: When the Exclusive box is checked only the records for
the designated area will be included in the query results.

Step 3:

Count-This gives you the total number of active oil and gas lease
cases in your defined geographic location.

Step 4:

Output-Export-Ownership CarteView Export-Select the
Ownership CarteView Export.

Export Options-Export Options automatically preforms lot and
tract substitution. If you do not want to perform lot and tract
substitution for your map export file, uncheck the box.

For Output Half Townships select 5 if you are using Premier’s
24K or 100K grid, select 2 if you are using GCDB grid.

Check the Use Survey Type box to include Survey Type as one
of the data elements required for retrieval. If the box is checked,
the application looks at the export file and retrieves those records
whose survey types match the survey types of the records in the
lld database.

Click the Continue button.
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Description-You can change the name of your
export file in the Description window. If you are
going to be creating several exports, it is a good idea
to change the description to match your criteria.

Click the Continue button.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you export.

Once the Report Status displays Completed you can click on the Report’s underlined Description to export it.

Step 5:

Export the file to your hard drive-You can either
open the zipped file to save to your hard drive, or
save the zipped file to your hard drive to open later.
In this example, we will open the zip file.

Click Open. The file will compress to a temporary
file in the background and WinZip will open.
Depending on your preferences, you will either get
the main WinZip Classic window or the WinZip
Wizard.

Highlight the export file, click the Extract button
and browse to your map project folder. This will
unzip the file and save it locally on your hard drive.
This file can then be opened and mapped in
CarteView.
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Layer C: Closed Oil and Gas Leases.
If you are mapping only from the BLM Case Recordation Database, you may want to map closed leases in order
to see what lands are available. If you are using the BLM Status Database to map land ownership, skip Layer C
and use the Status Queries in both the BLM Status Database and the BLM Case Recordation databases to see
what lands are available.

Step 1:

Application Criteria-From the BLM Case
Recordation Home screen, click on the Application
Queries drop down menu. Select Active Oil & Gas
Leases. Click Recall.

Step 2:

Disposition-To make this query closed oil and gas,
change the Disposition. To select cases with a
closed status, the easiest way is to move everything
over to the right and move the active dispositons of
Authorized and Pending back over to the left. Click
Apply.

Step 3:

Location-Select your geographic location.

Remember: When the Exclusive box is checked only the records for
the designated area will be included in the query results.

Step 4:

Count-This gives you the total number of active oil and gas lease cases in your
defined geographic location.
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Step 5:

Output-Export-Ownership CarteView Export-Select the
Ownership CarteView Export.

Export Options-Export Options automatically preforms lot and
tract substitution. If you do not want to perform lot and tract
subsitiution for your
map export file,
uncheck the box.

For Output Half
Townships select 5
if you are using
Premier’s 24K or
100K grid, select 2
if you are using GCDB grid.

Check the Use Survey Type box to include Survey Type as one of the data elements required for retrieval. If
the box is checked, the application looks at the export file and retrieves those records whose survey types
match the survey types of the records in the lld database.

Click the Continue button.

Description-You can change the name of your
export file in the Description window. If you are
going to  create several exports, it is a good idea to
change the description to match your criteria.

Click the Continue button.

You may get a Security Alert window; you will need
to click Yes or OK before you export.

Once the Report Status displays Completed you can click on the Report’s underlined Description to export it.
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Step 6:

Export the file to your hard drive-You can either
open the zipped file to save to your hard drive, or
save the zipped file to your hard drive to open later.
In this example, we will open the zip file.

Click Open. The file will compress to a temporary
file in the background and WinZip will open.
Depending on your preferences, you will either get
the main WinZip Classic window or the WinZip
Wizard.

Highlight the export file, click the Extract button
and browse to your map project folder. This will
unzip the file and save it locally on your hard drive.
This file can then be opened and mapped in
CarteView.




