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NVIDIA RAID
RAID Arrays

This section describes the following types of RAID arrays that NVIDIA RAID

supports:

* RAID

0

RAID 0 defines a disk striping scheme that improves the disk read and write

times for many applications.
* RAID 1
RAID 1 defines techniques for mirroring data.
* RAID 0+1
RAID 0+1 combines the techniques used in RAID 0 and RAID 1 arrays.
» Spanning (JBOD)
JBOD provides a method for combining drives of different sizes into one large

disk.

* RAID 5
RAID 5 stripes both data and parity information across three or more drives.

Summary of RAID Configurations

Array Advantages Drawbacks # Hard Disks Fault Tolerance
RAID 0 |High data throughputNo fault tolerance. multiple No
RAID 1[100% data Requires two drives for
redundancy. the storage space 2 Yes
of one drive.
RAID |Optimized for both |Requires two drives for 4+ Yes
0+1 100% data redun- [the storage space
dancy and of one drive—the same
performance. Allowsas RAID level 1.
spare disks.
JBOD |Combines and uses |Decreases performance multiple No
the capacity of odd |because of the difficulty
size drives. in using drives
concurrently or to opti-
mize drives for different
uses.
RAID 5 |Fault tolerance and [Decreased write perfor- 3+ Yes
better utilization of |mance due to parity
disk space. calculations.Requires at
reast three drives.

1
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NVIDIA RAID offers the following additional features:

* Free Disk and Dedicated Spare Disk

A Free Disk or Dedicated Disk can be automatically used in case one drive of a fault-
tolerant array fails. NVIDIA RAID defines a fault-tolerant array as either RAID 1 or
RAID 0+1. A free disk can be used by any available fault-tolerant array, while a
dedicated disk can be used only by the array to which it is assigned.

*RAID Across PATA and SATA

NVIDIA RAID can span across both Parallel ATA as well as Serial ATA controllers.
RAID operations can be performed on Parallel ATA hard drives, Serial ATA hard
drives, or both Parallel and Serial ATA hard drives.

* Bootable RAID

NVIDIA RAID can be configured in a way to make it bootable. For example, two hard
drives can be configured as a bootable mirrored RAID array.

* RAID on Multiple Disk Controllers

Unlike other RAID solutions that limits the user to a dedicated RAID controller,
NVIDIA RAID software can use a drive on one RAID controller and another drive on
a second RAID controller.

* Morphing

Morphing is the ability to convert from one RAID mode to another RAID mode. This
allows the user to upgrade their current disk or array for better performance, higher
security, and increased capacity. More importantly, this is accomplished without
having to go through multiple steps. The morphing feature gives the user an
upgradeable option to manage storage easily.

* Hot Plug Array

Hot plug, with respect to RAID, is the ability to add a disk to a system safely and
without causing problems for the RAID software. For example, when a drive in a
mirrored array fails, a user can launch the Hot Plug Array Wizard which instructs the
user as to when a drive can be added safely to the system. As soon as the drive is
added, the user can then finish running the RAID wizard and the drive becomes
useable by the system.
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Install Hard Disks

Install SATA hard disks:

STEP 1: Install one SATA hard disk into one drive bay.

STEP 2: Connect one end of the SATA data cable to the motherboard’s one of
SATA connectors.

STEP 3: Connect the other end of the SATA data cable to the SATA hard disk.

STEP 4: Connect the power cable to the SATA hard disk.

STEP 5: Following step 1/2/3/4 to install the other SATA hard disks.

Install Parallel hard disks:

STEP 1: Setting one IDE hard disks as Master/Slave mode.

STEP 2: Install the hard disks into one drive bay.

STEP 3: Connect one end of the IDE cable to the motherboard’s one of IDE
connectors.

STEP 4: Connect the other end of the IDE cable to the IDE hard disk.

STEP 5: Connect the power cable to the IDE hard disk.

STEP 6: Following step 1/2/3/4 to install the other IDE hard disks.
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Basic Configuration Instructions
The following are the basic steps for configuring NVIDIA RAID:

Non-Bootable RAID Array

1. Choose the hard disks that are to be RAID enabled in the system BIOS.

2. Specify the RAID level, either Mirroring (RAID 1), Striping (RAID 0), Stripe Mirroring
(RAID 0+1), Spanning (JBOD), or RAID 5 and create the desired RAID array.

3. Install the operating system on one hard disk, then reboot the computer.

4. Run the Windows nForce Setup application and install the RAID driver.

5. Initialize the NVRAID Array.

Bootable RAID Array

1. Choose the hard disks that are to be RAID enabled in the system BIOS.

2. Specify the RAID level, either Mirroring (RAID 1), Striping (RAID 0), Mirrored Strip-
ing (RAID 0+1), Spanning (JBOD), or RAID 5 and create the desired RAID array.

3. Boot from the Windows CD, then press F6 when the Windows Setup appears.
4. Insert the RAID driver floppy to Install the nForce RAID driver.

5. Initialize the NVRAID Array.
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Setting Up the BIOS

1. Start up the computer, then press Delete to enter the BIOS setup. Use the arrow
keys to select Integrated Peripheras, then press Enter,use the arrow keys to select
the IDE Function Setup,then press Enter.

Item Help

Thes-Howme Enter:Select oo-oMUFD:Balee FLB:Seve ESC:Exit F1:Geseral Belp
75: Previous Ualues  PE: Fail-Safe befaults  F7: Optimkzed Defankts

[C]
[
[hata]
[
[Esabled]
[Emabled]
[Enaklcd]
IE:

Es¢: Fis6cucral Eelp
fe Befaults  F7: Dptimized Delumits

Fi:General Rely |

3. From the RAID Configuration window,enabled the RAID Enable,the other items
would be light, then you can enable the disk that you want to use as RAID disk.

4. Press F10 to save the configuration and exit.
5
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Entering the RAID BIOS Setup

1. After rebooting your PC, wait until you see the RAID software prompting you to
press F10. The RAID prompt appears as part of the system POST and boot process
prior to loading OS.

2. Press <N>, and the NVIDIA RAID Ultility --- Define a New Array window will appear.
The default RAID Mode is set to Mirroring and the default Striping Block is set to

Optimal.
NVIDIA RAID Utility

UL Mirroring Striping Block: m

Free Disks

[ESC]Quit [F6]Back [F7] Finish [TAB]Navigate Bwy] Select [ENTER]Popup

Understanding the “Define a New Array” Window

Use the Define a New Array window to

+ Select the RAID Mode

+ Set up the Striping Block

+ Specify which disks to use for the RAID Array

Depending on the platform used, the system have one or more channels. In a
typical system there are usually one controller and multiple channels, and each
channel have a slave and a master.

The channel/controller/master/slave status of each hard disk is given in the Loc
(location) columns of the Free Disks and Array Disks lists.

1.0. M
M: Master
S: Slave
0: Channel

dapter - adapter 0 is used for PATA drives
1 and above is used for SATA drives.
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In the example above, 1.0.M means the hard drive is attached to Adapter 1,
Channel 0, and the drive is set to Master. The following is a list of all possible
combinations:

Parallel ATA

0.0.M Adapter 0, Channel 0, Master
0.0.S Adapter 0, Channel 0, Slave
0.1.M Adapter 0, Channel 1, Master
0.1.8 Adapter 0, Channel 1, Slave
Serial ATA

1.0.M Adapter 1, Channel 0, Master
1.1.M Adapter 1, Channel 1, Slave
20.M Adapter 2, Channel 0, Master
21M Adapter 2, Channel 1, Slave

Note: There is no such thing as Slave drive in Serial ATA. All drives are consid-
ered to be Master since there is a one to one connection between the drive and
the controller.

Using the Define a New Array Window
If necessary, press the tab key to move from field to field until the appropriate field is
highlighted.

« Selecting the RAID Mode

By default, this is set to [Mirroring]. Change to a different RAID mode, press the
down arrow keys until the mode that you want appears in the RAID Mode box—
either [Mirroring], [Striping], [Spanning], [Stripe Mirroring],or [RAID 5] .

« Selecting the Striping Block Size

Striping Block size is given in kilobytes, and affects how data is arranged on the
disk. It is recommended to leave this value at the default [Optimal], which is 32KB,
but the values can be between [4 KB] and [128 KB].
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* Assigning the Disks

The disks that you enabled from the RAID Config BIOS setup page appear in the
Free Disks block. These are the drives that are available for use as RAID array.

To designate a free disk to be used as a RAID array:

1. Tab to the Free Disks section. The first disk in the list is selected.

2. Move it from the Free Disks block to the Array Disks block by pressing the right
arrow key (—). The first disk in the list is moved, and the next disk in the list is
selected and ready to be moved.

3. Continue pressing the right-arrow key (—) until all the disks that you want to use
as RAID array appear in the Array Disks block.

NVIDIA RAID Utility
- Define a New Array -

RAID Mode: [TV Striping Block: LTI

Free Disks Array Disks
Loc Disk Model Name Loc

[ESC]Quit [F6]Back [F7] Finish [TAB]Navigate Bmy] Select [ENTER]Popup

It shows that two disks have been assigned as RAID1 array disks in the figure
above.

Completing the RAID BIOS Setup
1. After assigning your RAID array mode, press F7. The Clear disk data windows
prompt appears.

NVIDIA RAID Utility
- Define a New Array -
RAID Mode: §TTICHTTY
Free Disks

Loc  Disk Model Name

[ESCIQuit [F6]Back [F7] Finish [TAB]Navigate Buy]Select [ENTER]Popup
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2. Press Y if you want to wipe out all the data from the RAID array, otherwise press
N. You must choose Yes if the drives were previously used as RAID drives.

The Array List window appears, where you can review the RAID arrays that you
have set up.

NVIDIA RAID Utility
- Armray List-

No 2 Hsalthy  NVIDIA MIRROR 74.53G

[Ctri-X) Exit [Aw Select [B]SetBoot [N] New Array [ENTER] Detail

3. Use the arrow keys to select the array that you want to set up, then press Enter.
The Array Detail window appears.

Array 2 : NVIDIA MIRROR 74.56G
~ Armay Detall -

RAID Mode: Mirroring
Striping Width : 1 Striping Block 32K

Adapt Channel WS Index Disk Model Name Capacity

ST330023AS 74.56G8

[R] Rebuid [D] Delete [C] Clear Disk [Enter] Return

4. If you want to mark this disk as empty and wipe out all its contents then press C.
5. At the prompt, press Y to wipe out all the data, otherwise press N.

6. Press Enter again to go back to the previous window and then press [Ctrl+X] to
exit the RAID setup.
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NVIDIA RAID Utility Installation

Installing the NVIDIA RAID Software Under Windows (for Non-bootable RAID Array)
This section describes how to setup the application and install the RAID software
which will upgrade the Windows IDE driver and install the RAID driver.

1. Start the nForce Setup program to open the NVIDIA Windows nForce Drivers
page.

HVIDIA Windows nForce Drivers

Select Components <
Cheoss the components Setup wil install {LZ !
K=

Select the companents you want lo instal, clear the components yu do not wart toinsal

% NVIDI& GART Driver Description
| NVIDIA SMBus Driver 7K

] NVIDI4 Ethernet Driver 720K

iv] NVIDI4 IDE Driver 1294K

] NVIDIA Audic Drver 5782K

Space Required on C: B131K

SpaceAvallable on C: 605230 K

< Back Nest > I Cancel l

2. Select the modules that you want to install. Select the relative options that you
have configured.

3. Click Next and then follow the instructions.

4. After the installation is completed, be sure to reboot the PC.

5. After the reboot, initialize the newly created array.

10
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Installing the RAID Driver (for bootable RAID Array)

1. After you complete the RAID BIOS setup, boot from the Windows CD, and the
Windows Setup program starts.

2. Press F6 and wait for the Windows Setup screen to appear.

Windows Setup
s

Sstup could not determina the type of ona or more mass storage devices
installed in your system, or you have chosen to manually specify an adapter.
Currently, Setup will load support for the following mass storage device(s):

<none>

* To specify additional SCS| adapters, CD-ROM drives, or special
disk controllers for use with Windows, including those for
which you have a device support disk from a mass storage device
manufacturer, press S.

* If you do not havs any device support disks from a mass storage
davice manutaturer, or do not want to specify additional
mass sforage devices for use with Windows, press ENTER.

S=Specify Additional Devices  ENTER=Continue F3=Exit

3. Specify the NVIDIA drivers:
(1) Insert the floppy that has the RAID driver, press S, then press Enter. The Win-
dows Setup screen appears as below:

(2) Select “NVIDIA RAID CLASS DRIVER(required)” and then press Enter.

(3) Press S again at the Specify Devices (required) screen, then press Enter.

(4) Select “NVIDIA NForce Storage Controller” and then press Enter. The following
Windows Setup screen appears listing both drivers:

11
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Sotup will loa ort for the following mass storage device(s)

NUIDIA RAID CLASS DRIVER (required)
NUIDIA NForce Sto p Controller (required)

* To spocify addition: adapters, CD-ROM drives, or special
disk controllers for ith Windows, including those for
which have a device support disk from a mass storage device
manufacturer, pross §.

If you do not have any device support disks from a mass storage
dovice manufacturer, or do not want to specify additional
mass atorage devices for use with Windows, press ENTER.

S-Specify dditional Devico  ENTER-Continue  Fd=Exit

4. Press Enter to continue with operating system Installation. Be sure to copy the
files from the floppy is complete, then take out the floppy.

5. Follow the instructions on how to install operating system. During the GUI portion
of the installation you might be prompted to click Yes to install the RAID driver. Click
Yes as many times as needed in order to finish the installation. This will not be an
issue with a signed driver.

Note: Each time you add a new hard drive to a RAID array, the RAID driver will have
to be installed under Windows once for that hard drive. After that, the driver will not
have to be installed.

12
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Initializing and Using the Disk Array

The RAID array is now ready to be initialized under Windows.

1. Launch Computer Management by clicking “Start” — “Settings” — “Control
Panel” then open the “Administrative Tools” folder and double click on “Computer
Management”.

Initinlize and Convet Disk Wizard X

Welcome to the Initialize and
Convert Disk Wizard

The vazaid helps pou b rizeics nev dicks and lo covat
enply e dsks to dweane ks

Y'ou can v A
okt i con be
serred scioss mkip 4can ko e
singe-dek erd spenned voiunes v hiea to festat
Ihe compule

cieels wllwere-bazed 81D
o canbe shiped o

Al you
ey 2000 @
wohanes of that digk,

2. Follow screen instructions to install. While finished, the “Computer Manage-
ment” window appears.

¢ 31| B Unshicaod 1 Py pieon @ Evenid sation l Legeatie

The actual disks listed will depend on your system, and the unallocated partition is
the total combined storage of two hard disks. You must format the unallocated disk
space in order to use it.

3. Format the unlocated disk space. Right click “Unallocated space”, select “New
Partition...” and follow the wizard. After the drive has been formatted, it is ready for
use.

13


http://www.fineprint.com.cn

Using The NVRAIDMAN Utility

About the NVIDIA RAID Management Utility
The NVIDIA RAID software ships with an application called NVRAIDMAN. This
chapter describes the NVRAIDMAN tasks in the following sections:
+ Viewing RAID Array Configurations
View an array configuration (mirrored, striped, mirrored-striped, JBOD, or
any supported combination)
« Setting Up a Spare RAID Disk
* View free and/or dedicated free disks
» Designate a free disk to a particular array
* Rebuilding a RAID Array
* Rebuild a broken mirrored array
» Watch the progress of rebuilding of an array

Viewing RAID Array Configurations

To view your RAID configuration from Windows, launch the NVIDIA RAID Manage-
ment utility by double-clicking NVRAIDMAN that in the driver cd.

The RAID configuration information appears in the right-side pane, as shown in
following picture:

[{@nvmm. /m' g

oot

S~
| Status | Capacity | Interface | Channel | Device N\
£ Mirroring Healthy 34.48 GB

=WDCW036‘JGD—UUFNAU Healthy 34.48GB SATA Primary Master
=WDCWDBSOGD—UOFNAU Healthy 34.48GB SATA Secondary Master

Free Disk

EWDCWD71OGD~UUFLRD Healthy 69.25GB SATA Primary Master
WDC WD740GD-00FLAD  Healthy 69.25GB  SATA Secondary Maste)

Details.

14
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Setting Up a Spare RAID Disk

You can designate a hard drive to be used as a spare drive for a RAID 1 or RAID
0+1 array2. The spare drive can take over for a failed disk. NVIDIA RAID supports
two types of spare drives:

* Free Disk

A free disk is a disk that is not part of any RAID array, but can be used by any
available RAID 1 or RAID 0+1 array that requires a particular disk when one of its
disks crashes or becomes unusable. The process is automatic and doesn’t
require any user interaction.

For example, if you have a system with four hard disks where one disk is used
to boot the OS, two hard drives are set up in a mirrored array, and a fourth hard
disk is set up as a free disk, then if one of the mirrored array drives fails, the free
disk will be automatically assigned to the mirrored array to be used instead of
the failed disk.

* Dedicated Disk

A dedicated free disk is a disk that is assigned to a RAID 1 or RAID 0+1 array and
that disk is used by that array only when needed, for example during a system
crash where a RAID mirrored drive is broken. The dedicated disk can be used
only by the array that it is assigned to and not by any other array, unlike a free
disk which can be used by any available RAID 1 or RAID 0+1 array.

Note: You must have at least two RAID arrays to use this feature.

15
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Assigning a Free Disk

To mark a disk as free, or not a part of any array,

1. Enter the system BIOS setup and make sure that the drive that you want to mark
as free is RAID enabled.

2. Enter the RAID BIOS and make sure that the drive is not part of any array (if one
exists).

3. Boot into Windows and run the NVRAIDMAN program. The drive appears under
the Free Disk section.

[_@ AVIDIA. nvraid - %

hame ‘ Statue ‘ Capacity | Interface I Charnel | Davice J
| EMirvoring Healthy 3448 @

WDT WDBE0GD-OCFNAD Heally 5448 GB SATA Prinary  Master
'WDC WD360GD-00FNAT Heslthy 3448 G5 SATA Secondary  Master

Free Disk

=WDCWD74DGD-DEFLAD Heslthy 63.25G3 SATA Primary Master
=WLLWIJ."|U&U'UU'LRU Healthy BY.Zo G SAIA oecondary  Master

Details

Assigning a Dedicated Disk

To mark a disk as dedicated, or reserve it for use by a specific array, you must have
at least one free disk and you must also have at least two RAID 1 or RAID 0+1 arrays
created. In this example, there are four SATA drives and two PATA drives which are
RAID enabled. Four SATA drives are used to create two mirrored arrays, while two
PATA drives are used as free disks.

Step 1: Mark the Disk as a Free Disk

1. Enter the system BIOS setup and make sure that the drive that you want to mark
as free is RAID enabled.

2. Boot into Windows and run the NVRAIDMAN program. If the disk is not part of any
RAID array, then it will appear under the Free Disk section of the RAID GUI.

16
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Step 2: Dedicate the Free Disk to an Array

While running NVRAIDMAN, dedicate a free disk to an array by doing the following:
1. Right click one of the available free disks under the Free Disk section.

f@ MVIDIA. zvraid

Hame Status
S Mirruring y Fealllny

“oWDC WDS60GD-D0FNAD  Healthy
S WDC WDSE0GD-00FNAD  Healthy

S@rirroring Healthy

= WOC WOTH0GD-00FLAD  Healthy
e WO WOTH0GD-00FLAD  Healthy

Free Disk

= iy
a5 __HOE Plug Array... f

Create Array..

Capacity
34.43 GB

34.48 GB
34,43 B

59.25GB

59.25 B
53.25 68

74.53 65
74.53 68

Intorface

SATA
saTa

sata
sata

Fata
PaTa

Channel

Primary
secondary

Primary
secondary

secondary
secondary

Device

Master
Master

Master
Master

Master
Slave

2. Select Designate Spare from the menu to launch the Spare Disk Allocation Wizard.

3. Click Next. The RAID Array Selection page appears.

4. From the RAID Array Selection page, select one of the arrays from the list. This is

the array to which you want to allocate the dedicated free disk.

5. Click Next. The Completing the NVIDIA Spare Disk Allocation page appears.

6. Click Finish.

Removing a Dedicated Disk

Once a dedicated disk has been assigned to a particular array, it can be removed at
any time. To remove the disk, right click on the dedicated disk and select the option

to remove it.

17
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Rebuilding a RAID Array

Rebuilding is the process of recovering data from one hard drive to another. All data
is copied from one hard drive to another and then the data is synchronized between
the two hard drives. This applies only to RAID 1 as well as a RAID 0+1 arrays.

Rebuilding Instructions

After creating a mirrored array, you can rebuild the array using the following steps:
1. Go to Windows and run the NVIDIA RAID Management utility. Below picture shows
an example of a system with one mirrored array and two free disks.

- -
[ @ nvipra. nvraid "
Name | status | Capacity [ Interface | Charnel | Devies |
SEMirraring Healhy 3448 @
Bl WO WOIBOGO-OFNAL Hesthy 3448065 SATA  Prmary  Master

WD WOSEDGD-OCFNAD Hesthy 344868 SATA  Secondary Master

Free Disk

EWDCWD?‘?UGD'UEFLAU Heslthy 69.25G SaTA Primary Master
aWDCWDﬂDGD-DEFLAD Hesthy 63.25G3 SATA Secondary  Masker

Details

2. Right-click on Mirroring. The pop-up menu appears.

3. From the popup menu, click Rebuild Array. The NVIDIA Rebuild Array Wizard
appears.

4. Click Next. The Disk Selection page appears.

5. Select the drive that you want to rebuild by clicking it from the list, then click Next.
The Completing the NVIDIA Rebuild Array page appears.

6. Click Finish.

The array rebuilding starts after a few seconds, and a small pop-up message
appears towards the bottom right corner of the screen. When the rebuilding pro-
cess is finished you will see the pop up box.

During the rebuilding process, the NVIDIA RAID Management utility screen shows
the status under the System Tasks and Details sections.

18
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More About Rebuilding Arrays

* Rebuilding Occurs in the Background

The rebuilding process takes some time to complete, and occurs in the back-
ground so as not to affect the performance of the system.

* Rebuilding Applies Only to RAID 1 or RAID 0+1 Arrays

Rebuilding an array works only when using RAID 1 and/or RAID 0+1. Rebuilding
does not apply to RAID 0 and JBOD arrays.

* Rebuilding applies to a degraded fault tolerant array

You can rebuild a degraded mirrored array using any available Free Disk or Dedi-
cated Disk.

For example, below picture shows a mirrored array using two 34.48 GB drives while
having two Free Disks each 55.90 GB large.

[ @ nvioia. nvraid - x|

[ hame | status | Coacity [ mterfecs | chornel | Devics |
SEMirroring Heslthy 34,48 G5

System Tasks

aWDCWDﬁ&UGD—UEFNAU Healthy 3448 G8 SATA Primary Master
R WOT WOSENGD-NTANAD Heslthy 34.48GB SATA Serondary  Master

Free Disk

=WDCWD74DGD-[IEFLAEI Healthy 69.25G SATA Primary Master
EWDCWDHOGD—UCFLAD Healthy 69.25G3 SATA Secondary Master

Details

To use one of these available free disks to rebuild your array, follow the same steps
as explained in “Rebuilding a RAID Array” except when prompted to select a disk,
choose one of the two available free disks.

19
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Win2K Limitation with Bootable RAID

In Windows 2000 (Service Pack 2 or previous versions), the end user cannot install
this operating system to a bootable RAID volume.

There are two solutions to resolve this issue.

1) Use the NVRAID Tool to convert the boot volume to a RAID array.
Here are the detailed step by step instructions:

1. Install Windows 2000 on a selected hard drive.

2. Download and install Windows 2000 Service Pack 4 from Microsoft's website.
3. Reboot the system, press the DEL key as the system is rebooting to enter into the
system BIOS.

4. Select Integrated Peripherals — RAID Config.

5. Enable RAID Config for the selected drive (the one containing the Windows 2000
operating system). Then press F10 to exit and save settings in the system BIOS
(This action reboots the System).

6. Press F10 as the system is rebooting to go into the RAID ROM(The system
directs you into the NVIDIA RAID Ultility).

7. Select Striping under RAID Mode. Press TAB to go into the Free Disk menu. You
can use the Right Arrow key to add the desired disk.

8. After that, Press F7 to finish. Select N (NO) when asked to Clear Disk Data.

9. Then Press Ctrl-X to exit. The system reboots into Windows 2000.

10. Install the NVIDIA nForce Driver Package while in Windows 2000. Then reboot
the system.

11. Go to START>Programs>NVIDIA Corporation and select NVRAID Manager.
You should see the single disk RAID array (in striping mode) that was created from
the boot disk.

12. Select the single boot disk RAID Array by clicking on it.

13. Select Convert Array under the System Tasks. The Convert Array wizard is
displayed. Then Select Next.

14. Select the desired type of RAID array you want to convert. Then Select Next.

20


http://www.fineprint.com.cn

15. You are prompted to select the desired Free Disk(s) to add to the bootable RAID
array. Click Finish.

At this point, NVRAID starts converting the single disk RAID array into a multi-disk
RAID array in a bootable format.

Note: Conversion may take 1-2 hours depending on disk size.

Il) The user must create a combination installation CD that includes Windows
2000 and SP3 or SP4 fixes integrated in. To create the combination installation
CD, refer to the following website:
http://www.microsoft.com/windows2000/downloads/servicepacks/sp4/HFdeploy.
htm

Note: If the end user chooses not to install Windows 2000 Service Pack 3 or 4, RAID
is still supported on Windows 2000. However, the end user will not be able to create
a bootable RAID volume.
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Silicon 3132 SATA RAID (optional)

1. Introduction

Silicon Image’s SATARaid™ provides Serial ATA Software RAID including Strip-
ing and Mirroring to enhance the industry’s first proven PCI-to-SATA host con-
troller product. Two major challenges facing the storage industry today are keep-
ing pace with the increasing performance demands of computer systems by
improving disk I/O throughput and providing data accessibility in the face of
hard disk failures. With the Sil 3132 Serial ATA host controller and SATARaid,
both of these problems are solved.

RAID Striping greatly improves hard disk I/O performance by concurrently Strip-
ing data across multiple drives. RAID Mirroring enables users to enjoy the
confidence of data availability regardless of a single disk failure as data is
simultaneously written to two drives.

Standard with SATARaid software is a Graphical User Interface (GUI) that pro-
vides easy-to-use configurations for the different RAID Sets supported.

2. Creating and Deleting RAID Sets (SATA_5/SATA_6)

Creating and deleting RAID sets is a function found in the Raid Configuration
Utility - Silicon Image. During booting up, the following message will appear,
pausing for a few moments to allow the user to choose what to do:

Press <Ctrl+S> or F4 to enter RAID utility
An easy-to-use screen will appear with the following choices in the top left:

Create RAID Set
Delete RAID Set
Rebuild RAID Set
Resolve Conflicts
Low Level Format
Logical Drive Info
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Below this will be listed the drives currently installed on the system.
The top right half of the screen displays directions and comments for the user.
The bottom right half lists the command keys:

Arrows up and down are Select Keys
ESC takes the user to the previous menu
Enter selects the user’s choice

Ctrl-E exits the utility.

Create RAID Group is used to create a new legacy RAID Set or for allocating
legacy spare drives.

Delete RAID Group is used to delete a legacy RAID Set or to deallocate a legacy
spare drive.

Rebuild RAID 1 Set is used to initiate the rebuild of a RAID 1 set after, for example,
a drive in the Group has been replaced.

Resolve Conflicts is used to automatically find the member drives of a RAID set
which has been disrupted (physical drives swapped around, for example) and
restore the Set to proper operation.

Low Level Format allows a single drive to have its data completely wiped out.
Drives assigned to Sets or allocated as spares cannot be low level formatted.
Logical Drive Info shows the current configuration of each RAID set, allocated
spare, and unallocated physical drive attached to the SATA host adapter.
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Creating RAID Sets (SATA5/6):

During the Power-On Self Test (POST), press the <Ctrl> and <S> keys or <F4>
key simultaneously to enter the Raid Configuration Utility - Silicon Image. The
following screen menu appears.

1. Switch the highlight bar to the Create RAID set and press the <Enter> key to
create RAID set.

2. Switch the highlight bar to the Striped/Mirrored and press the <Enter> key to
create RAID 0/1.
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3.Select if you want the utility to Auto Configure the RAID Set or if you want to
manually configure the RAID Set. For Striped Sets, you can change the chunk
size. For Mirrored Sets, you assign which is the Source and Target drives, as
well as if you want Disk Copy.

What is Disk Copy? If the disk assigned as the source disk already has been
partitioned and has data stored on it, and then a second disk is added for
redundancy, the data on the source drive can be copied to the destination
drive, so the disks are identical, and all subsequent data will be written to
both drives as a Mirrored set. If, however, the source disk does not have data
already stored on it, there is no need for Disk Copy.

4. The utility will ask “Are You Sure?” before completing the configuration.

5. Press the <Y> key then will creat the Raid.
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Deleting RAID set:
1. To remove one or more RAID sets select Delete RAID set and press the
<Enter> key.

LOGICAL DRIVE
e -n_l

2. Select desired set and press Y when asked “Are You Sure?”

ect Menu ESC:Previous Menu Enter:Select Ctrl-Eibxit
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Resolving Conflict

When a RAID set is created, the metadata written to the disk includes drive
connection information (Primary Channel, Secondary Channel). If, after a disk
failure, the replacement disk was previously part of a RAID set (or used in
another system), it may have conflicting metadata, specifically in reference to
the drive connection information. If so, this will prohibit the RAID set from being
either created or rebuilt,

In order for the RAID set to function properly, this old metadata must be first
overwritten with the new metadata. To resolve this, select “Resolve Conflict”
and the correct metadata, including the correct drive connection information,
will be written to the replacement disk.

Low Level Format
Selecting this item will format your hard disk.
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3. Install Windows 2000/XP with RAID

1. Setup the desired RAID mode in BIOS setup.

2. Insert a WinXP installation CD.

3. Press the <F6> when the following words appear in screen:
Press F6 if you need to install a third party SCSI or RAID driver...

4. Insert the previous floppy disk (RAID driver installation disk).

. Press <S> to continue.

(&)}

6. Press <Enter> to continue.

4. Install RAID Driver

When you finish installing Operation System with RAID, in order to enable RAID
function, you need to install RAID Driver. Pls refer to Chapter 4 of motherboard
user manaul for installation steps.
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