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..:: Introduction ::..

  

  

 It has been some time since we were last able to take a long look at a motherboard from the
likes of Soyo. Our initial look at the P4I875P DRAGON 2 "Platinum Edition" motherboard was a
good one, as we noted both an excellent design, and the eye-catching aesthetics that it brought.
We found that the system stability was quite good, although we felt that the product package
was suffering in some aspects, while it was quite strong in others. Today, we’ll be looking at the
“Black Label” version of this motherboard which now supports the Intel Pentium 4 “Prescott”
core microprocessors. What exactly has been changed since our last look? Has Soyo
addressed any of the issues we noted during our initial period with the first revision of the
motherboard? Have there been any design changes to accommodate new features? Let’s find
out. 

  

  

..:: Soyo P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Specifications ::..

  

Processor

    
    -    
    -  Supports Intel Socket 478 CPU with Hyper-Threading Technology   
    -  Supports Intel Pentium4/Celeron system bus at 400/533/800MHz  
    -  Supports Intel Prescott CPU  
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Chipset

    
    -    
    -  Northbridge - Intel® 82875P MCH  
    -  Southbridge - Intel® 82801ER ICH5  
    -  Intel® 82547EI Gigabit Ethernet Controller  
    -  Ali M5281 IDE / SATA RAID Controller Chip  
    -  VIA VT6306 IEEE1394 Chip  
    -  CMedia PCI Hardware Audio  
    -  Super I/O: ITE I/O IT8712F  
    -  4MB Flash ROM  

  

  

Memory

    
    -    
    -  Type: Cual Channel DDR 400/333 ( PC3200/2700) ECC Support  
    -  4x DIMM Max Capacity: Up to 4GB   

  

  

Expansion Slots

    
    -    
    -  1 x AGP 4X/8X  
    -  5 x PCI  
    -  1 x CMR  
    -  4 x UDMA/133/100/66  
    -  1 x FDD  
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    -  4 x SATA  
    -  4 x USB 2.0  

  

  

Back Panel I/O Ports

    
    -    
    -  1 x Parallel, 2 x Serial  
    -  1 x PS/2 Keyboard, 1 x PS/2 Mouse  
    -  1 x Audio I/O (Line In, Line Out, Mic In)  
    -  4 x USB 2.0, 1 x RJ-45 Port  

  

  

Form Factor

    
    -    
    -  ATX (4 layers)  
    -  30.5cm x 24.4cm  

  

  

  

..:: Soyo P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Packaging ::..

  

 3 / 4



Soyo DRAGON 2 V1.0 Black Label

Written by Stephen
Friday, 04 September 2009 12:26

   The package for the P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Black Label is no different from what we sawlast summer with the “Platinum Edition” motherboard. Both boards, of course, meet the inclusionand feature requirements to be classified under the category of a “DRAGON” series model. Theproduct manual that is included is far and above one of the most detailed manuals that I havecome across, even when factoring in some of those that we have seen in recent times from thelike of Chaintech and Albatron. We also noted the high quality of the manual back in our initialreview of the “Platinum Edition” motherboard back in July of 2003. The manual goes over everystep of the installation process, from driver to driver, as we as features a thorough description ofthe various BIOS options, and even features several pin-out diagrams of the onboard headersthat could come into play for those of you with front panel USB or IEEE1394 ports. As manyhave come to find, these front panel connections can vary from board to board, case to case,due to the lack of any real standard in the industry. Decoding what the case connections meanversus the motherboard connections can cause some serious headaches, and it’s about timesomething gets done about it.    To start things off on the hardware end, let’s get the simple components out of the way. TheP4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 comes along with four red SATA cables, three ATA/133/100 IDEcables, and one floppy cable. The P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 also features a rear expansionbracket add-on for support of both S/PDIF input and output connections, whether they be via anRCA connection or a Toslink optical cable. The bracket also provides further support foradditional audio channels for the rear speakers as well as a low frequency channel for thesubwoofer. Another minor item of note that we rarely see included with motherboard today isthat of a small packet of white thermal paste. Normally this would be included with the heatsink,however Soyo has chosen to go the extra mile and include a packet for the P4I875P DRAGON2 V1.0.    Next up, we have all of the remaining hardware needed for use of Soyo’s Sigma Box. For thosewho are unfamiliar with the Sigma Box, this is a small unit that fits in either an open 5.25” or 3.5”drive bay which allows for connection of exterior items that would normally require beingplugged into the rear I/O area of the computer system. The Sigma Box features dual USB 2.0ports, both a type A and type B IEEE1394 port, along with a built-in compact flash card reader,along with support for reader a memory stick, or secure digital data device. This device alsowields the capability of reading an IBM Micro Drive. For those that aren’t too inclined to jump inand figure out how to install the Sigma Box, Soyo has included a fairly thorough manual thatoutlines all of the main features and installation instructions for the Sigma Box.    The software that is included with the P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 is one of the shining points forthe motherboard. Included, you’ll find software such as Norton Anti-Virus 2003, Norton PersonalFirewall 2003, and Norton Ghost 2003. All three of these programs would cost pretty pennyretail, and are all extremely useful. The software suite also features Adobe ActiveShare, AcrobatReader, and eBook Reader. The driver CD houses the drivers and software for themotherboard, so if you’re looking to find a driver, this would be the place to do it. When you firstinsert the disc into your CD-ROM, the main window will pop up asking you which motherboardand motherboard version you are running on. When you select which motherboard, a newwindow will pop up with a large listing of the available drivers that can be installed on thesystem.    Overall, the items that are packaged along with the DRAGON 2 V1.0 are quite nice. Soyo isone of the few manufacturers out there that seem to still supply all of the needed cabling fortheir motherboards, no matter whether it is for Serial ATA, or regular IDE. Soyo also has a nicefeaturette in the Sigma Box, an item that many have come to enjoy due to the impressiveamount of portable / flash media support that it provides. The quality and detail seen in the usermanual on is also excellent. Soyo has made a solid effort to supply the end user with an easilyreadable, well organized, and detailed product guide with the DRAGON 2 V1.0’s manual. Wefeel that small items, like a sticker outlining the connections, or possibly a fold-out style installguide would also be nice inclusions, although Soyo has chosen not to adopt this strategy, but togo with a solid user manual instead.     ..:: P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Layout: Socket Area ::..  

   Since we’re taking a look at the “Black Label” version of the P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0, the firstthing that will jump out at the consumer dealing with the visual looks of the motherboard has tobe the stylish black PCB. The board also features several capacitors that wield silver and blackreflective markings which add an amount of flashiness to it. As we noted with the original“Platinum Edition” motherboard, Soyo has always pushed out some very elegant designs andcolor schemes with their high-end products, and they certainly break out of the common mold ofmanufacturers who seem to just want to add color, yet not attempt to co-ordinate it to make asolid product visually. The other aesthetic feature that sticks out on these motherboards is, ofcourse, the purple DIMM’s and PCI slots, along with the bright yellow IDE connectors and brightred IEEE1394 headers along the bottom portion of the PCB.    Unlike several of the Pentium 4 “Prescott” motherboards we have dealt with as of late, theprocessor socket on the P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 is not oriented lengthwise from north tosouth, rather from east to west. There is a long string of various capacitors lining the top edge ofthe processor retention mechanism and PCB that will be used to supply the processor with thenecessary current. Capacitors are used to resist sudden changes in voltage. This allows for thevoltage across the processor to remain within a given tolerance and keep everything protectedfrom sudden voltage spikes.    To the right of the retention mechanism, we come across three fan power connectors, two CPUfan connections, and a single connection for one of the chassis fans. This is the first time fromremembrance that I have seen a board sport two CPU fan connections, other than the "PlatinumEdition" of this motherboard. This is a welcome feature for those users with fans that require apower connection for thermal readings and for the fan, while another connection is needed forproper RPM monitoring. Each of these connectors should be easily accessible, even thoughthere is one large capacitor to their right.    To the left of the processor socket area, we next come across the core components of theP4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0‘s core voltage supply, namely more input / output capacitors as wellas four inductors. The inductors that also call this area home serve to resist any suddenchanges in current, yet another important factor. Inductors naturally create a force against theflow of current until they reach equilibrium, so if there is ever a spike in current the inductors willcreate a force against the current to smooth out the sudden spike. The P4I875P DRAGON 2V1.0 provides a four-phase power solution driving two FET’s per phase useing a pairing of theIntersil ISL6556BCB with two HIP6602BCB’s for phase control, over / under voltage monitoring,and for driving the FET’s. The 6556BCB chip controls the voltage for the processor, and allowsfor up to 4 buck channels, a 6-Bit VID, and features integrated temperature compensation. Dueto the 6-Bit VID input, this allows for voltages between .8375V to 1.600V in 12.5mV steps. The6602BCB chip is the MOSFET driver which drives both gates in a range of 5V to 12V.     ..:: P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Layout: Northbridge Area ::..  

   The Intel i82875P Northbridge is covered by a fairly large, Aluminum heatsink which is helddown by two lever-like locks. These lock down mechanisms were often seen used on the olderi845PE motherboards, but we have seen several motherboards as of late utilizing thishold-down method. Although it features no form of active cooling, this unit does a pretty decentjob of keeping the i82875P Northbridge running cool and keeping things running nice andstable. When I attempted to remove the heatsink from the Northbridge, I found that it is attachedvia a thermal pad as we saw in previous reviews. If you’re like me and prefer thermal paste, youcan always use the included packet that is provided in the product package. Both the i82875Pand the heatsink are oriented on a 45 degree angle to the bottom of the processor socket.    If we take a look to the left of the i82875P Northbridge, we come across several of the main,and most important, components dealing with the core voltage power supply and thermalmonitoring. This area is home to the main voltage regulator for the core voltage power supply,along with the Attansic chip which is responsible for thermal monitoring. If the system goesabove a given value, this chip will immediately cut power to the processor, and shutdown thesystem for safety. Here we also come across a second, ICS voltage regulator, a pair of smallMOSFET’s, and finally the four-pin 12V core voltage power connection accompanied by a smallinductor and several capacitors.     ..:: P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Layout: Expansion Area ::..  

   As usual, the next stop on our trek around the P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0’s PCB is theexpansion slot area. This is, as usual, where things will begin to get much busier as far ascomponents and chips go. The expansion slot setup features one AGP Pro 8X/4X slot, and fivePCI slots. The AGP slot features a locking mechanism that we have not seen in quite sometime. Instead of the usual type that clamps down as the card is pressed into the connector,Soyo has chosen to implement a type of sliding lock. You simply install the card, and slide thelock over into place. The red LED that is placed to the left of the AGP slot will light when a 3.3Vcard has been installed, and thus signals to the user that the system will not work.    The bulk of the chips and connectors that we will come across in this area of the board aregenerally limited to the onboard audio and Ethernet devices. The first chip that we come acrossis located under the rear I/O panel, and it is the Intel 82547EI Gigabit Ethernet LAN controllerchip, since the P4875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 utilizes the Intel CSA bus. There is a fairly smallheader located above it. This header is for the microphone and LAN LED status indicatorconnections. It allows for these connections to be extended outward to the front panel of thecomputer case.    Located between PCI slots one and two, we come across the C-Media CMI 8738 PCI hardwareaudio chip. The C-Media chips features 2 / 4 / 6 channel audio, along with HRTF 3D positionalaudio technology. It also features support for S/PDIF In and Out, among other features that wehave already seen. The three main audio header / connectors are all located between PCI slotsthree and four. Here we find the white auxiliary audio input, the black CD audio in header, andfinally the black case speaker connector. The final audio component in this area is locatedbelow the C-Media chip and houses two white jumpers. This header is where you wouldconnect the rear expansion bracket cable for center channel & LFE channel audio.    Finally, we come across the VIA VT6306 IEEE1394 controller chip, located to the left of PCIslot number four. The two, bright red headers that are located along the bottom edge of themotherboard’s PCB are supported by this VIA chip, and are where you would plug-in theexpansion cables for IEEE1394 support. Last, but certainly not least, we come across the MIDIport connection. Since the rear I/O panel does not feature a MIDI Game Port, this is where youwould be able to gain support for one if you purchased a rear bracket.     ..:: P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Layout: Southbridge & Memory Area ::..  

   The bottom right hand corner of the Soyo P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 is easily the busiest areaof the PCB being packed with chips, headers, and connectors, yet it is also remarkably well laidout. The first three main items you’ll come across are located along the bottom edge of the PCBaround PCI slot number five. Here we come across another white, three-pin fan powerconnector for use with a chassis fan, or a third party solution heatsink / fan for your graphicscard. To the right of this header, wee see two green headers that can be used for USB 2.0devices support via a header, or the Sigma Box.    Located above these headers, we next come across the two SATA3 and SATA4 connectorsthat are supported by the ALi SATA RAID Controller chip. The “Platinum Edition” motherboardwe reviewed back in 2003 featured a Silicon Image SATA RAID chip, though now it seems Soyohas decided to head down the ALI route, likely a cheaper solution bringing more value to theirproducts. The “Platinum Edition” also originally featured the Highpoint HPT372 chip for supportof IDE RAID. This has also been done away with in favor of the all-in-one Ali chip, once againcutting down on cost to the end user. Along the right hand edge of the PCB, we also can see asingle, green LED and the front panel header for connecting LED’s, power switches, etc.    As we move up the PCB, we’ll next come across all of the main components and connectorssupported by the Intel ICH5-R Southbridge. Along the right edge of the board, we see the whiteand light blue IDE connectors. The ICH5-R natively supports drives up to ATA/100specifications, so if you’re utilizing an ATA133 drive you’ll need to use the ALi controlled IDEconnectors. The light blue connector is the primary, whilst the white is the secondary. To the leftof these IDE connectors, we next come across both of the SATA connectors, along with thewhite Clear CMOS jumper. Of course, the ICH5-R Southbridge chip, along with the systembattery and BIOS chip are located here also.    The last area of the PCB that we’ll be covering today is the area around the DIMM’s. To theright of the DIMM’s we come across the final three-pin power connector for the front chassis fan,along with the floppy connector and the main 12V ATX power connection. Located directlyabove the ATX power connection there are two headers, one for serial infrared devices, and asecond for the smart card reader connection. I like the positioning of these headers as if youplan on utilizing the Sigma Box, the connections are very close in proximity to where it will beinstalled in an empty bay.    Overall, the layout of the Soyo P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 is very well done, and practicallyidentical to that of the elder “Platinum Edition” model. Quite honestly, I can’t really find muchthat I dislike about the overall design of the motherboard, a rarity indeed. If there’s one thingthat I would like to see changed, it is that I would prefer to see Soyo implement a form of activecooling on the Northbridge, rather than a normal Aluminum heatsink. Granted, this heatsink willdo the job nicely, but it is always pleasurable to have a fan helping to cool off the heatsink,especially in overclocking situations.     ..:: P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 System BIOS ::..  

   For the BIOS, Soyo has opted to go with the usual streamlined layout that we are accustomedto seeing with any of the modern Phoenix BIOS’. When you enter the BIOS, you’ll come acrossall of those usual options such as Standard CMOS Features, Advanced BIOS Features,Advanced Chipset Features, Integrated Peripherals, Power Management Setup, PnP/PCIConfigurations, PC Health Status, and all of the Default Settings, etc. One of the ore uniquefeatures to the Soyo BIOS, also one of the more confusing aspects, is the Soyo Combo menu.This BIOS is, for all intents and purposes, identical to that of the earlier “Platinum Edition.”    We’ll start things of today with the Soyo Combo menu to see why it is one of the moreconfusing areas of the BIOS. When you enter this menu, you will be shown a lengthy listing ofavailable options, the first of those being system performance. Here, you are given threeoptions, Turbo being the highest, that will determine internal settings for added performance.Below, you will have the ability to adjust the FSB of the system to some unattainable level;nevertheless Soyo gives you all the headroom you’ll need to overclock the P4I875P DRAGON 2V1.0. There is also an option that offers the user that ability to set the PCI and AGP clocks,independent of the FSB. As you can see, we chose to utilize the stock 33MHz / 66MHz settingfor our testing purposes. Lastly for this portion, we come across the multiplier used to determinethe DRAM clock based on the FSB. Soyo allows for adjustment levels of .8, 1.0, and 1.5 forthese ratios.    The next major items that are displayed in the Soyo Combo menu detail the various voltagesettings for the system. The VCore is able to attain voltages up to 1.600v in the usual .025vincrements. The available VDIMM settings fall in the typical enthusiast board range, from thestock 2.70V up to 2.90V. We noted in our initial review of the “Platinum Edition” board that itdefaulted to a VDIMM of 2.90V, although this revision does not act in the same manner. Theavailable AGP voltage options are also the typical settings that can be found on all enthusiastand mid-range products, ranging from 1.50V to 1.70V.    Finally, we come across the portion of the Soyo Combo menu that might be rather confusing tosome. We next come across four sub-menus, the first belonging to the advanced DRAMsettings. This is where the user will need to go to manually adjust the various memory timingsthat are offers, such as the CAS latency, RAS to CAS, etc. The next sub-menu is actually alisting of the main peripherals that are built-in to the board, such as the LAN controller, RAID,etc. Normally we would see these settings located within the Integrated Peripherals menu.Another sub-menu allows the user to adjust whether or not they want support for IDE, SATA, orboth, along with the boot order from the various devices. Lastly, we have the boot device orderselection. This is yet another feature I would have expected to see located in a different menu.Now, I much do like that fact that Soyo has chosen to add all of the main settings a user will beinterested in to one window, however for the less experienced users it may seem ratherscattered as integrated peripheral data is seemingly located in two area of the BIOS, whichcould quite easily cause some confusion.    Given that the Soyo Combo portion of the BIOS features all of the main settings, the onlyremaining window within the BIOS that we’ll be giving a quick go-over is the PC Health Statusmenu. Here we have the ability to check the system temperatures, RPM readings, and voltagereadings. We noted back with our original review of the “Platinum Edition” that this BIOS wouldrepeatedly report the same temperature for the processor whether under load, idling, or sleepmode. Luckily, it seems that this issue has been address with the latest version of this board, aswe did not experience this problem as we had in the past.    Overall the BIOS that comes along with the Soyo P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 is what I hadexpected, a simple update to a solid BIOS. I would have preferred to see a little more memorytiming tweaks available, but given the three system performance settings, this is alreadyaddressed, just not by the individual user. The overclocking options and system voltagesprovided are robust enough for any user to take their chip to the max, especially given theavailable DRAM voltages. Since users will be limited to overclocking via the FSB, it only makessense to offer higher DRAM voltages to get every last MHz out of your RAM. Although Ipersonally like the Soyo Combo menu and it’s re-location of the main settings that a user wouldadjust, it still makes things appear scattered, and might cause some confusion for those whoare unfamiliar with such a BIOS layout. The best fact about this BIOS is that the major issueswe noted in the past have all since been addressed, making it a more solid solution.   ..:: P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Overclocking ::..   Our overclocking results were much in line with what we saw in the past. With our “PlatinumEdition” motherboard, we were able to stabilize the system around the 1.1GHz mark, whereasthis time around we only made it to roughly 1050MHz, not too much of a difference. Our generalbenchmark for a solid overclocking motherboard falls around the 1.0GHz FSB mark, which theDRAGON 2 V1.0 passes. We were hoping to see improved overclocking capabilities over theolder “Platinum Edition” although given that we were running a 3.2GHz “Prescott” processor,quite a bit more current draw was heading towards the processor adding to the heat andlessening overclocking capabilities for the core. Overall, the DRAGON 2 V1.0 is a solidoverclocking solution, although we’ve seen better as of late in the Chaintech A865PE.     ..:: SiSoft SANDRA ::..  

   To start off the performance benchmarks today, we’ll first be addressing the DRAGON 2 V1.0’sperformance in SiSoftware’s SANDRA benchmarking suite, more specifically the Arithmetic,Multimedia, and Memory benchmarks. As far as the Arithmetic results go, we see the DRAGON2 V1.0 besting nearly the entire group for both the individual ALU performance portion. The onlyboard able to post up some better numbers was the Chaintech A865PE. For FPU performanceon the other hand, the DRAGON 2 V1.0 comes in dead last, over 300 less than the competingboards.    For the Multimedia benchmark, we again see the DRAGON 2 V1.0 fairing well with the pack,although once again the board isn’t able to take over any of the competing boards for eitherALU or FPU performance. The benchmark is topped off once again by Chaintech’s A865PE.Moving on to the Memory benchmark, we once again see the DRAGON 2 V1.0 post numbersbelow that of the rest of the competition. I was hoping for some better numbers, more in linewith those given by the Intel D875PBZ, but it just wasn’t there. We’ll have to wait and see if theMemBench results tell a different story as they often do, or if they agree with what we have seenso far.     ..:: MBReview PriBench ::..
   Using our very own in-house benchmark, MBReview PriBench uses a computationally intensivealgorithm to compute several hundred millions of prime integers. Unlike other syntheticbenchmarks which rely on additional components within a computer system like the hard drive,PriBench does not rely on any of these exterior devices for the tests. PriBench is a system levelbenchmark, solely utilizing the performance of the processor and memory subsystem. It alsofocuses on comparing processor architectures and technologies and then seeing how much acore clock and/or FSB speed increase can be beneficial to the system. Our program isextremely accurate as we have witnessed time fluctuations of approximately .05 - .10 seconds.    If we take a look at the results we obtained through our strenuous testing with PriBench, wefind that the shortcomings we found throughout our SANDRA testing rear their ugly heads. TheDRAGON 2 V1.0 manages to hold up in the same vicinity as the competition, but it falls behindby quite a bit, as far as PriBench goes, when it progress towards the more intensivecomputations. The DRAGON 2 V1.0 is almost eight seconds slower in Test One than that ofChaintech’s A865PE. From the PriBench results, it looks to be that the DRAGON 2 V1.0 isturning out to be a solid board, but performance so far has been lacking a bit.     ..:: ScienceMark 2.0 ::..

   For our ScienceMark 2.0 benchmarks, we decided to take a look at the performance resultsachieved with three of the built-in programs, those being MemBench, and MolDyn. We’ll start offwith the MemBench results. The MemBench bandwidth tests told a far different story than thatof SiSoft SANDRA. Here we find the DRAGON 2 V1.0 overtaking the bulk of the entire field. Themost interesting item we found through our ScienceMark testing was that the latency times forthe DRAGON 2 V1.0 were quite a bit lower than some of the competing motherboards, althoughthe Albatron board clearly is the most efficient i875P motherboard tested. Interestingly enough,and somewhat predictable from our earlier results, in the MolDyn benchmark we see theDRAGON 2 V1.0 bringing up the rear once again, although the computation time is right in linewith the other two i875P motherboards tested.     ..:: SPECviewperf 7.0 ::..
   In the SPECviewperf 7.0 benchmarks, we chose to relay results to you from four of the variousbenchmarks that are embedded within the benchmarking suite. In the SPECviewperfbenchmarks, we see that the DRAGON 2 V1.0 tends to swap back and forth between beingahead of the competition, and being ahead of the competition, just by a little less. For the Lightand DRV benchmarks, we see the DRAGON 2 V1.0 holding a nice performance lead over allother motherboards, while for the DX and 3DSMax benchmarks, the DRAGON 2 V1.0 eitherfalls back to second, in the case of DX, or it falls back more towards the rear, in the case of3DSMax.     ..:: Quake III Arena ::..
   Quake III Arena has been around for quite some time, and has been amicably used forbenchmarking purposes even since its inception. As time has progressed, less and lessimportance has been placed on this benchmark due to the ever increasing age of the softwareand graphic engine. When it comes to real world performance, we see that the DRAGON 2 V1.0is able to put up some respectable numbers, much in line with the scores seen from Albatron’si875P solution, the PX875P Pro. The Intel D875PBZ is still the current FPS king as far as Q3Agoes, although it is nice to see the DRAGON 2 V1.0 start to pick up some speed from the earlierresults we achieved.     ..:: Unreal Tournament 2003 ::..
   Last up for today we have yet another real world performance benchmark for our motherboardreviews, Unreal Tournament 2003. We are using the built-in benchmarking utility with custom.ini files to make sure all settings are at high quality to allow for optimal benchmarking results forcomparison. In the Unreal Tournament 2003 benchmarks, we see results that are very much inline with that of Quake III Arena. Once again, the DRAGON 2 V1.0 is able to keep up with boththe D875PBZ and PX875P Pro, but it still comes in line in third place behind the two i875Pmotherboards it goes up against. The DRAGON 2 V1.0 manages to fall in line in second placefor the BotMatch benchmark, only being bested by the D875PBZ, while the Albatron andChaintech boards fall in line right behind.     ..:: P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 Review Conclusion ::..  Well, we’ve seen all that the P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 has to offer, and as usual it is now timeto round it all up into a nice summary and call it a day. Let’s start off with the usual topic ofoverall system stability. The overall stability of the system was quite good with only one crashthroughout stress testing and our use with the board. As is the norm for our stress tests, wehave been running multiple distributed computing programs in the background while gamingand taking part in other processor intensive applications for several days non-stop. TheP4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 performed stably and gave us few problems, only when we started tooverclock beyond the proper boundaries did we start to see the board get flaky.    The items that are packaged along with the DRAGON 2 V1.0 are quite nice. Soyo is one of thefew manufacturers out there that seem to still supply all of the needed cabling for theirmotherboards, no matter whether it is for Serial ATA, or regular IDE. Soyo also has a nicefeaturette in the Sigma Box, an item that many have come to enjoy due to the impressiveamount of portable / flash media support that it provides. The quality and detail seen in the usermanual on is also excellent. Soyo has made a solid effort to supply the end user with an easilyreadable, well organized, and detailed product guide with the DRAGON 2 V1.0’s manual. Wefeel that small items, like a sticker outlining the connections, or possibly a fold-out style installguide would also be nice inclusions, although Soyo has chosen not to adopt this strategy, but togo with a solid user manual instead.    The layout of the Soyo P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 is very well done, and practically identical tothat of the elder “Platinum Edition” model. Quite honestly, I can’t really find much that I dislikeabout the overall design of the motherboard, a rarity indeed. If there’s one thing that I would liketo see changed, it is that I would prefer to see Soyo implement a form of active cooling on theNorthbridge, rather than a normal Aluminum heatsink. Granted, this heatsink will do the jobnicely, but it is always pleasurable to have a fan helping to cool off the heatsink, especially inoverclocking situations.    Our overclocking results were much in line with what we saw in the past. With our “PlatinumEdition” motherboard, we were able to stabilize the system around the 1.1GHz mark, whereasthis time around we only made it to roughly 1050MHz, not too much of a difference. Our generalbenchmark for a solid overclocking motherboard falls around the 1.0GHz FSB mark, which theDRAGON 2 V1.0 passes. We were hoping to see improved overclocking capabilities over theolder “Platinum Edition” although given that we were running a 3.2GHz “Prescott” processor,quite a bit more current draw was heading towards the processor adding to the heat andlessening overclocking capabilities for the core.    Overall, the Soyo P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0 is a solid motherboard. It is clear that an immenseamount of thought went into the overall design of the motherboard, much why Soyo has stuckwith this design through multiple chipset revisions, and now a regulation revision for support ofthe “Prescott” core Pentium 4’s. The design of the P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0, exactly the sameas the “Platinum Edition” minus one or two aspects, is one of the best that has ever entered ourpresence, and I am more than confident in expressing that viewpoint. Modding fans will enjoythe added color of the P4I875P DRAGON 2 V1.0, especially those who are fans of the blackPCB color, one of the most popular colors available according to MBReview readers. Theperformance of the board was on par with the competition it was placed up against, but onlynear the end in the real world gaming and CAD benchmarks did it begin to show the trueperformance that lies within. I’m confident in saying that the DRAGON 2 V1.0 would be a solidsolution for anyone upgrading to a “Northwood” or “Prescott” processor, although when placedagainst the incredibly cheap Chaintech A865PE, it will be tough to suggest the DRAGON 2 V1.0which is a bit more expensive. The DRAGON 2 V1.0 comes along with the Sigma Box, and aplethora of cabling and software, which adds to the value, but for those looking for performanceand overclocking on a budget, the DRAGON 2 V1.0 isn’t the best choice we have seen. If youneed the features and extras offered by the DRAGON 2 V1.0, then by all means make sure togive this board a good look when it comes time to check out. Thanks to all of you for reading!We hope to see you dropping by our website and forums in the future!   
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