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Preface Welcome to this User Manual for Digital Catalogue Creator. 
 
This manual will endeavour to teach you as the user about 
the system its potential and its application within a business 
environment. 
 
As you progress through this manual there are examples and 
tutorials as well as high lighted key notes. 
 
To make comment on this manual or the software which it is 
describing please direct you mail to 
simon@bgcontrols.co.uk. 
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forward 
 
Copyright © 2004 BG Controls 
 
This document as well as the product it refers to, is only intended for the licensed users of 
the product and the document. BG Controls owns the copyright of this document and 
reserves the right to make changes, additions or deletions.  BG Controls assumes no 
responsibility for the possible mistakes or errors that might appear in this document. 
 
Do not use the product for any other purposes than those indicated in this document. 
 
Only licensed users of the product and this document are permitted to use the document or 
any information therein.  Distribution, disclosure, copying, storing or use of the product, 
the information or the illustrations in the document on the part of non-licensed users, in 
electronic or mechanical form, as a recording or by other means, including photocopying or 
information storage and retrieval systems, without the express written permissions of BG 
Controls, will be regarded as a violation of the copyright laws and is strictly prohibited. 
 
 

Document Revisions 
 
Comments Author Revision Date 
    
Baseline document SPS 3.0.10 09 – 04 - 2004 
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Digital catalogue creator 
 
 

What is it? A number of years ago we began development of a software 
based application to produce a user friendly interface to 
allow access to information and documents through a new 
media format. The documentation we distributed was 
pertaining to works carried and the maintenance of 
thereafter. 
 
The original process had been total paper based and would 
require the photocopying documents, organising, indexing 
and binding.  The process was expensive both in time and 
resources. 
 
As a company in a competitive market place a ‘better’ 
solution needed to be found, and Digital Catalogue Creator 
(hereafter known as DCC) was the solution. 
 
By simply storing a link to any electronic file or document 
within its database structure a project could be engineered 
within minutes and distributed on most media formats as 
simple HTML (Hyper Text Markup Language) pages, better 
know as web pages. 
 
The concept was intuitive; every operating system and 
media platform comes with a version of a web browser 
whether it is Microsoft Internet Explorer or Mozzila FireBird.  
 
The idea takes form, develop a HTML structure which is 
browser independent and robust as platform for media 
delivery, Digital Catalogue Creator was born….. 
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interface The system has been designed on the traditional static user 
interface with dynamic content. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The static Interface to the left of the screen shows the 
current project structure and allows the user to alter that 
structure by the use of drag and drop.  The central and right 
of the software displays the dynamic content of the project, 
as changes are made to the project, ie. Files, documents or 
new folders added the content here will update to reflect 
those changes.  There are four viewing option available, an 
enlarged view of the project tree, html rendered view, html 
code view and destination layout view, this would typical be 
a CD or DVD as the transportation media although smaller 
project may use a floppy disk. 
 

 

Static Interface 

Dynamic Content 
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Data views 

 
 
‘Project Files’ shows the same information as the tree 
structure in the left of the system.  It also has the same 
functional purpose and data can be dragged and dropped 
here also. 
 

 
 
‘HTML preview’ shows a rendered version of the output, 
clicking the links within this window will cause the same 
effect as if it was within a true browser. 
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‘HTML Code’ shows coloured code representing the that 
which is used to create the output. 
 

 
 
‘CD Layout’ shows a reprehensive look at the filing structure 
should the data be exported to a CD. 
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icons A brief description of each of the icons and their purpose. 
 

 Open an existing project. 

 Create a new project. 

 Open Windows Explorer. 

 System Settings. 

 Shutdown System.  

 New Folder. 

 View in default system web browser. 

 Export Wizard. 

 Project Settings 
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System 
settings 

The system is a designed so that the distributed media 
created by the application is representative of your 
company and its identity. 
 
With this in mind the system must be told who you are and 
your identity. 
 

 
 
 
Selecting the icon shown above will open the system 
settings/preferences options as shown below. 
 

 
 
The options which are available and there associated 
functions are as follows (top to bottom). 
 
1). System check enabled – this means that every time the 
system is started it will check every project and every link in 
every project for integrity and report any broken links. 
 
2). Check projects on loading enabled – this has the same 
functionality as ‘System check enabled’, but only applies to 

System Settings / Preferences 
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projects when opened. 
 
3). No of recent files – How many recent projects are to be 
displayed in the recent projects pane of the open projects 
window. 
 
4). Default image – this is the image which all projects which 
are created from that point onwards will use as their default 
image which is displayed at the top of each page. 
 

 
 
Settings pertaining to you as the company licensing this 
software must be entered. This information is used to 
create a number of pages ie. Contacts page and a link to 
your web site.  This information is not collected by BG 
Controls. 
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Project 
selection 

On system start-up the project selection window is 
displayed. 
 

 
The ‘recent projects’ will show a list of up to 20 recent 
projects and ‘all projects’ will show all projects within the 
database system.  To open an existing project either double 
click on the project name or single click and then select the 
open button. 
 
If a new project is required then select the ‘new’ button a 
follow the on screen instructions. 
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New 
project 

New projects can take their settings in two ways, either 
mimicking a previous project or as a fresh clean project. 
 

 
 
This mimicking is useful as a time save, if a project which 
has been previously completed was similar to this new 
project which you are to create in either format or content 
then why not use it.  Or it maybe that you create a project 
simply as a template for others. 
 
Create from a Template Project 

 
 
If a project is to be created from a previous project select 
the project to be used as the template. Once selected, 
clicking the next button will create the new project based 
on the template project. 
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Once a project has been selected to be used as the template 
the name of the new project must be specified. 
 
New Project 

 
 
If the project is to be created from scratch then some user 
input is required, firstly the project must be given a name, 
this does not have to be unique, but giving projects the 
same name may become confusing later.  Also optionally a 
description can be entered and is for your information only. 
 

 
 
Once the project has been created using either fashion a 
dialog box asking whether the project should be opened for 
editing.  Selecting ‘yes’ will allow changes to be made to 
the project. 
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Edit a 
project 

Once a project has been opened for editing the tree based interface 
structure to the left of the window will show the structure of the 
current project. 
 

 
 
By clicking on the new folder icon, an additional folder can be 
added to the project, using these folders the project can be split 
into sections or related areas. 
 

 
 
As folders are added content can then be added to those folders. 
Remember these folders and documents are virtual, they are simply 
entries in a database, so the system uses very little disk space. 
 

 
 
As the structure is built up using the tree structure so the dynamic 

New Folder 
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content on the right pane develops. 
 
Once a structure has been created files and documents need to be 
added to.  This is a matter of using windows explorer to drag and 
drop the files into the selected areas. 
 

 
 
Both folder orders and document / file orders can be  
Changed by dragging and dropping on the required folder. 
 

 
 
We can make changes to the projects setting by clicking on the icon 
show. 
 

 
 
From here we can change the projects name, the text that is 

Edit Project Settings 
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displayed on the opening page of the catalogue; this means that we 
can tailor any opening statement specifically to the recipient. 
 

 
We can also add or update the description of the project we 
entered when creating the project originally.  It is also possible to 
change the logo displayed at the top of every page, this changed 
logo will only apply to this project.  To change the default logo for 
all projects created see ‘system settings’. 
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Export 
wizard 

Once the project has been completed and finalized it is 
probably desirable to distribute the data to the recipient.   
 
To do this we need to export the data into a format that 
friendly. 
 

 
 
Select the export wizard icon as shown above. 
 

 
 
There are three possible output formats for the data. 
 
1). To a specified folder. 
 
2). Directly to a CD (Requires a ATAPI compliant CD Writer 
to be installed on the PC running the software). 
 
3). To an ISO file.  ISO files are actually images of complete 
CDs compiled as one whole image. These ISO files can be 
burnt latter or sent as email attachments for the recipient 
to burn. 
 
 

Note 
 
ISO files can also be 
viewed using 
applications such as 
WinRar which open 
them as single archive 
files. 
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Once you have chosen you required format, the wizard will 
create the required output. 
 
When the export wizard has finished the output maybe 
viewed where applicable. 
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Tools Menu We have incorporated a few diagnostic and database 
savaging tools for your use. 
 
The tools are located under the tools menu and are as 
follows: 
 
1). System Check – performs a full system check looking for 
broken links within all projects currently within the 
database. 
 
2). Project Check – checks the currently opened project for 
broken links. 
 
3). Export Wizard – loads the export wizard to guide you 
through exporting the currently open project for re-
distribution. 
 
4). Clean Database – scavenges the database looking for links 
to projects which no longer exist. Ie. the project has been 
deleted but some left over data still remains. 
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Web update The application can check for update assuming a connection 
to the internet exists and is accessible by the application.   
 
On sensitive information is sent to BG Controls and does not 
and in now way affects you or your companies privacy or 
personal details. 
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licensing This application is licensed and may not be distributed 
without the express permission of BG Controls. 
 
Each copy of the software run should be licensed unless it is 
within the 20 tries limit.  This software is not 
freeware.  
 

 
 
Licence keys can be purchased from BG Controls, 
contactable as follows: 
 
 
Mail 
 
BG Controls 
Thornbank 
38 Moorgate Road 
Rotherham 
South Yorkshire 
England 
S60 2AW 
 
Telephone 
 
+44 1709 365676 
 
Facimile 
 
+44 1709 512724 
 
Email 
 
hq@bgcontrols.co.uk 
 
 

 


