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(57) ABSTRACT 

A user interface architecture Wherein user content and user 
interface are composed of documents With links. Links have 
properties that indicate hoW links should be displayed. Link 
display may depend upon characteristics of the linked-to 
frame. Commands are implemented as links that link to 
command code. The display format of a document page 
depends upon the path a user navigated in order to get to the 
displayed page. User content documents and user interface 
documents are both displayed in a single vieWing frame. A 
non-linear navigation history is maintained such that a user 
can navigate along a ?rst path, back up using a previous link, 
navigate along a second path, back up along the second path 
using the previous link, and re-navigate along the ?rst path 
again using a next link. Every document page to Which a 
user navigates is saved in the user’s navigation history. 
Users can query their navigation histories and vieW their 
navigation histories in various Ways. A ?exible selection 
model is supported alloWing users to select the object of a 
command either before or after the command itself is 
selected. A Guide Book includes command descriptions and 
active instances of the described commands, implemented as 
links. Users can access, annotate, and customize the user 
interface in the same manner in Which users access, 
annotate, and modify user content documents. 
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COMPUTER USER INTERFACE 
ARCHITECTURE THAT SAVES A USER’S 
NON-LINEAR NAVIGATION HISTORY AND 

INTELLIGENTLY MAINTAINS THAT 
HISTORY 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates generally to computer user interface 
architectures. More particularly, the invention provides a 
user interface architecture in Which both user content and 
user interface are composed of document pages With links. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many personal computer users ?nd the desktop metaphor 
of prior art computer user interfaces (“UIs”) confusing and 
dif?cult to learn. Accordingly, there is a need for a system 
that simpli?es the user’s interaction With the computer by 
using feWer kinds of user interface controls in a more 
general Way. 

Further, the Ways in Which users interact With information 
about prior UIs is different than the Way the user interacts 
With content, such as documents, presentations, and the like. 
For example, in prior art UIs, content and UI information are 
displayed entirely differently. Content is typically displayed 
in a particular region or frame of the display. User interface 
information is never displayed there. Instead, user interface 
information is displayed in dialog boxes, drop doWn menus, 
and tool bars. User content never shoWs up in dialog boxes, 
drop doWn menus, and tool bars. Similarly, users ?nd user 
content documents and UI help information differently. 
Accordingly, there is a need for a U1 architecture in Which 
the concepts and actions the user must learn are the same for 
interacting With both content and the UI. Such a uni?cation 
makes computer softWare easier and more efficient to use. 

Prior art UIs for desktop computers typically require a 
keyboard and mouse in order for a user to interact With them, 
and most pen-enabled palmtop computers have cumbersome 
means of interaction. Therefore, there is a need for more 
“natural” styles of interacting With a computer by using a 
minimum number common gestures such as touch, hold, 
erase, draW or Write. 

Prior art UI desktop metaphors applied to small form 
factor devices are typically cluttered and dif?cult to use. In 
addition, applications that provide rich functionality are 
sometimes constrained by the limited ability of a user to 
navigate menus and dialogs of prior art UIs. For instance, for 
such applications, the menus and tool bars may get too big, 
and the help system may get too cumbersome to navigate or 
search. Accordingly, in addition to the need for a simpler 
more uni?ed experience for the user of an application, there 
is also a need to facilitate the uncluttered presentation of user 
interfaces for applications providing very rich functionality. 

Usability data for prior art UIs shoW that users of multi 
WindoWed systems don’t alWays knoW Which actions Will 
produce results in Which WindoW. Therefore, there is a need 
to reduce the complexity and confusion sometimes caused 
by multi-WindoWed user interfaces. 

Prior art UIs typically offer limited capabilities for cus 
tomiZing the UI. Accordingly, there is a need for a U1 
architecture that provides greater ?exibility to users, content 
developers, and third-party softWare developers by provid 
ing broader capabilities for easily customiZing the UI. For 
example, different groups of users may be of different levels 
of computer skill and have need of different sets of features, 
and the UI can be customiZed to better suit their needs. 
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2 
Users of prior art UIs sometimes become extremely 

frustrated When their Work is lost because their Work Was not 
properly saved. Accordingly, there is a need to provide a 
save-less model, so that users do not need to explicitly save 
their Work. 

Users of prior art UIs typically do not have a convenient 
and seamless Way to record notes verbally and to associate 
notes With particular parts of a document. Accordingly, there 
is a need to provide rich support for audio note taking With 
the ability to correlate and synchroniZe audio and textual 
material and to revieW and retrieve audio notes. 

Prior art device-to-device and device-to-PC synchroniZa 
tion schemes typically are not seamless and require a great 
deal of con?guration and attention from the user. 
Accordingly, there is a need to provide automatic and 
transparent synchroniZation betWeen a user’s computers, 
such as a handheld computer and a desktop computer. 

In prior art UIs, methods for getting help are currently 
separate from the content and often require completely 
different interactions than interacting With content. 
Accordingly, there is a need to make the process of getting 
help about a function the same as the process for carrying 
out the function. 

Prior art UIs typically have a “single-user model” at the 
heart of their interface metaphors, Which makes sharing 
content and annotations With other users dif?cult and non 
intuitive. Accordingly, there is a need to make sharing and 
collaborating on documents easier and more automatic. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to various preferred embodiments, the inven 
tion includes a user interface architecture in Which user 
content and user interface are composed of documents With 
links. A link can relate a spot or region in a document With 
a spot or region in another document, so that touching the 
link causes the display to navigate to that other document. A 
link can also relate a spot or region in a document and an 
active runable object such that When a user activates that link 
or touches that spot in the document, the associated object 
is run. Parameters for the execution of the object may be 
supplied by properties associated With the link. Links, 
therefore, can act as commands. Links may be to any kind 
of command code. 
A link may manifest in various Ways based on the links 

properties. Links can look like not only clickable spots, but 
also ?ll-in ?elds and other kinds of Well-knoWn and later 
developed user interface elements. Alternatively, links can 
manifest in the containing document a frame displaying the 
contents of part, or all, of the linked-to document. When 
links are displayed, in addition to basing the display format 
of the link on the link’s display properties, the link display 
format may depend upon the characteristics of the linked-to 
document. 
The path a user takes to reach a document typically affects 

the behavior and presentation of the document. State-like 
information for displaying a linked-to document page is 
stored separately from the linked-from and linked-to docu 
ments as part of the links properties. Users access, interact 
With, and navigate among both user content documents and 
user interface documents in a uni?ed Way, namely, by 
activating links. Further, both user content document pages 
and user interface document pages are displayed in a single 
vieWing frame. This uni?ed approach simpli?es the user’s 
interaction With both user content and user interface docu 
ments by reducing the number of concepts a user must learn 
in order to access, interact With, and modify both user 
content documents and the user interface. 
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A non-linear navigation history is maintained such that a 
user can navigate along a ?rst path, back up using a previous 
link an appropriate number of times, navigate along a second 
path, back up along the second path using the previous link 
an appropriate number of times, and re-navigate along the 
?rst path again using a next link. Every document page to 
Which a user navigates is saved in the user’s navigation 
history. Users can query their navigation histories and vieW 
their navigation history in various Ways, such as: by time, by 
appearance, by site, document, section, page, and the like. 
User can also vieW their navigation history as nodes With 
side tracking branches, as a linear list, or as a combination 
of most recently vieWed pages and last feW task categories. 
According to a preferred embodiment, navigation from user 
content pages through user interface pages that results in a 
command being executed is automatically removed from the 
user’s vieW of the navigational history in order to keep the 
navigational history vieW uncluttered. 
A ?exible selection model is supported alloWing users to 

select the object of a command either before or after the 
command itself is selected. This ?exible selection model 
alloWs UIs built according to the principles of this invention 
to scale to small display areas. UIs built according to the 
principles of this invention also scale Well to applications 
having voluminous and/or complicated user interfaces by 
facilitating an organiZed and uncluttered vieW of the user 
interface command hierarchy and/or user interface help 
information for such applications. 

Users get at commands by navigating to a page Where the 
desired command is found. In a preferred embodiment, the 
documents-With-links UI according to the principles of this 
invention is organiZed to make frequently used commands a 
single navigation step aWay, or through customiZations, no 
steps aWay. Aself-explanatory document, the Guide Book is 
provided. The Guide Book is a readable manual that users 
can go through in a logical order, a page at a time, like any 
conventional user manual. Each command mention, 
hoWever, is an active command instance that can be invoked 
in place. 

Other features and advantages of the invention Will 
become apparent through the folloWing description, the 
?gures, and the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a conventional general 
purpose digital computing environment that can be used to 
implement various aspects of the invention. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a conventional tablet and stylus-based 
computer that can be used to implement various aspects of 
the invention. 

FIG. 3 is a ?oWchart shoWing simpli?ed steps at a high 
level of abstraction for implementing a UI architecture 
according to the principles of this invention upon start up. 

FIG. 4 is a How chart shoWing simpli?ed steps for 
implementing the “display state” step of the How chart in 
FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 depicts an example Start Page displayed on a 
personal vieWer according to a preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

FIG. 6 depicts an example book cover page and table of 
contents displayed on a personal vieWer according to a 
preferred embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 7 depicts example Guide Book pages displayed on a 
personal vieWer according to a preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 
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FIG. 8 depicts example Quick Help pages, one of Which 

is bookmarked, displayed on a personal vieWer according to 
a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 9 depicts an example of a pinned user content page 
displayed on a personal vieWer according to a preferred 
embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 10 depicts an example of inked annotation displayed 
on a personal vieWer according to a preferred embodiment 
of the invention. 

FIG. 11 depicts an example End Page displayed on a 
personal vieWer according to a preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Table of Contents for the Detailed Description 
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Making Annotations . . . 

Storing Annotations . . . 

Interface Shortcuts And Smarts . . . 

Most-Likely-To-Use-Links And Other Heuristics . . . 

Frequently Used Links . . . 

Start Page . . . 

User Can Modify Start Page . . . 

Audio Recording And Annotation . . . 

Guide Book . . . 

Obtain Help And Perform Functions In The Same 
Way . . . 

Concluding Remarks . . . 

Introduction 
Clutter-free and Simple 

The UI architecture of this invention, also referred to 
herein as a “documents-With-links UI,” supports creation of 
UI’s that have essentially Zero clutter, and feW concepts to 
master. In this Way, it is a major departure from prior art UI’s 
using a desktop metaphor. The user of a documents-With 
links UI according to this invention focuses primarily on 
content and not on UI appurtenances. Starting With just 
knoWledge of hoW to page through a document and to folloW 
links, a user can learn hoW to do any other UI operation. 
Signi?cantly, the documents-With-links UI Works Without 
drop-doWn menus, toolbars, WindoWs, or other cluttering UI 
elements (although some of these elements may optionally 
be made available Where they are desired). 
Content and UI are Uni?ed 

In the UI architecture of this invention there is essentially 
no distinction betWeen UI pages and content pages. “UI” and 
“content” are the same thing, and exist in the same naviga 
tion space. As described in more detail beloW, smart next/ 
previous logic and intelligent management of the navigation 
chain solve technical problems caused by treating “UI” and 
content as the same thing in a uni?ed navigational context. 

Because there is no seam betWeen UI and content, no 
notion of “dual” spaces, the documents-With-links UI is 
conceptually simpler for the user than a model that has 
separate UI and content Webs. The one-space model is also 
more poWerful and customiZable, as described in more detail 
beloW. 
Shortcuts 
Numerous UI shortcuts and direct manipulations may 

exist as a con?gurable layer on top of the documents-With 
links UI, so more experienced users can do the most 
common operations in context, Without navigating to UI 
pages. The user gets the best of terse command access plus 
the richness of the full broWser and ansWer system for 
exploring the command set. 

The documents-With-links UI uses a Web architecture, 
With UI shortcuts layered on top. Ana'ive user Will typically 
start by using the documents-With-links UI Without the 
shortcuts—that is, by using the Guide Book to access UI 
functions. An advanced user Will typically be able to per 
form all common operations via the shortcuts and Without 
resorting to the documents-With-links UI Guide Book as 
often. 
Scalability to Various Display SiZes and Types 

Various preferred embodiments of the documents-With 
links UI Will be explained beloW in the context of a portable 
“personal vieWer” platform. Nevertheless, the documents 
With-links UI is scalable across a Wide range of device and 
display types from desktop computers to laptops to hand 
held devices. Accordingly, the documents-With-links UI is 
intended to be implemented on any type of computing 
platform. The documents-With-links UI exploits a large 
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screen by being able to shoW content in a book-like Way— 
tWo full side-by-side pages, as depicted, for instance, in FIG. 
8. UI, being content, takes advantage of the large format of 
pages and the ability to turn/navigate pages (versus the 
smaller siZe of menus/dialog boxes in prior art UIs and their 
limited or nonexistent provisions for navigation). 
At the other end of the spectrum, the UI scales to small 

screens because of the ?exible selection model that alloWs 
command selection regions to be initiated either before or 
after the desired command is chosen. This means, for 
example, that on a small screen a user can call up a page of 
command choices that completely obscure the original docu 
ment due to screen siZe limitations, choose the command, 
then return to the user document and then select the region 
for the command to operate on. Suppose a user Wanted to 
reformat some text, but had not selected the text to be 
reformatted yet. The user could press a link that indicates 
that it Will reformat text. The UI of this invention Will 
display an indicator on the screen prompting the user to 
select the text to be reformatted. After selecting the text, the 
user can ?nish the reformatting operation by clicking on 
another link, such as a link that indicates that the selected 
text Will be reformatted. Alternatively, the user could select 
the region ?rst and then go ?nd and invoke the command. 
Being able to select the object upon Which a command Will 
operate after selecting the command is unlike the selection 
model of prior art UIs Where object selection must precede 
command selection. The selection model of the documents 
With-links UI is discussed in more detail beloW. 

General Concepts Underlying the Documents-With 
links UI Architecture 

No Distinction BetWeen Content Documents and UI Docu 
ments 

The basic principle of the documents-With-links UI is that 
everything the user sees and interacts With is a document. 
This applies equally to both content and UI. These docu 
ments could be implemented in HTML, XML, and the like. 
There is essentially no difference betWeen content and UI 
documents. In fact the same document can mix content and 
UI. Even though some UI elements like context menus and 
toolbars may be presented in Ways that do not look 
document-like, they are in fact implemented as documents 
and can be manipulated as such. 
The uniform treatment of content and “UI” pages is 

important for several reasons: 
Users only need to deal With one set of navigation controls 

and conventions, and only one navigation space. Users 
never need to think about Whether they are in content 
space or UI space. 

Users can use the full poWer of the UI to manipulate the 
UI itself. For example, users can search, annotate, 
customiZe and edit UI pages the same as any content 
(subject to permissions). Users can select from multiple 
vieWs for the page being vieWed. 

The model naturally accommodates dynamic content, 
including doWnloaded content, that mixes content and 
UI on the same page or as part of a netWork of related 

pages. 
Links as Commands and Link Properties 
A link can be an association betWeen tWo different spots 

in a collection of document pages. The spots could be tWo 
spots on the same page. The spots could be a spot on one 
page and a spot on another page. Links can have properties 
that indicate certain things about the link beyond simply the 
fact that it relates tWo different places. What a link relates 
need not necessarily alWays be displayable pages. A link can 
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relate a spot in a document and an active runable object such 
that When a user activates that link or touches that spot in the 
document, the associated object is run. Links, therefore, can 
act as commands. Links may be to any kind of command 
code. Scripts are one example. Binary code objects are 
another example. As a result, pages that have links replace 
the drop-doWn menus and dialog boxes of prior art UIs. 
A link may manifest in various Ways based on the link’s 

properties. Links can look like not only clickable spots, but 
also ?ll-in ?elds and other kinds of Well-knoWn and later 
developed user interface elements. A document page could 
have these other kinds of active elements that are really a 
form of link. Accordingly, activating links goes beyond 
merely clicking on colored underlined text and can include 
?lling in ?elds, pressing radio buttons, and the like. Again, 
pages With links replace prior art dialog boxes having 
buttons and the like. The links may look like buttons, but the 
links are simply links. 
Even the desktop metaphor of ?les and folders is 

expressed as lists of links on a page. Additionally, links have 
properties that govern their appearance and behavior. For 
example, a link’s properties may dictate that it appear as a 
blue underscored text string as in prior art broWsers, or as a 
3D button, as a graphic icon, as a thumbnail image of the 
content being linked to, or even as an embedded frame that 
is open on the content being linked to. 
As described in more detail beloW, a user can modify hoW 

a link manifests by modifying the links properties. The 
ability to control a link’s appearance and behavioral prop 
erties makes possible rich authoring and customiZation of 
both content and the user interface. 

Actions in a U1 according to the principles of this inven 
tion occur by clicking on commands that exist on pages. To 
the user, a command looks like a link, and in fact it is a link. 
Speci?cally, a command is a link Whose source anchor is the 
command hotspot, Whose destination anchor is the script or 
code that implements the command, and Whose properties 
are the command parameters. Some commands may run 
With canned parameters While others may present users With 
a form for entering the parameters (for example, the Prop 
erties command). 

Because a command is a link, it has all the functionality 
of links. For example, commands can visualiZe in multiple 
Ways, such as an underlined blue label, a button, an icon, or 
a graphic image. They can be copied from one place to 
another, moved, and deleted. Their properties can be 
manipulated, such as to change their appearance or to preset 
some or all of their parameters. Commands can also be 
created the same Way that any kind of link is created, via a 
Link command, Which establishes a link betWeen a source 
and destination that the user speci?es; in the case of creating 
a command link, the destination is an executable object such 
as a command script or binary. Everything users can do to 
a link, or to objects in general (since a link is an object), 
users can do to commands. 

Guide Book 
Users get at commands by navigating to a page Where the 

desired command is found. The documents-With-links UI is 
organiZed to make frequently used commands a single 
navigation step aWay, or through customiZations, no steps 
aWay. Less commonly used commands may take more steps 
to get to. 

The documents-With-links UI includes a self-explanatory 
document, the Guide Book. This is literally a readable 
manual that users can go through in a logical order, a page 
at a time, like any current user manual. The difference is that 
each command mention is an active command instance that 
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can be invoked in place. Avariety of Quick Help pages and 
indices make it easy to get quick access to sets of commands 
that are commonly used together, that are logically related, 
or that are typically used as part of a given scenario. Such 
Quick Help pages could be assembled dynamically based 
upon the context of the document or documents being 
vieWed by the user. 

Users can also use search to ?nd commands. This could 
call into play an intelligent user assistant or other conven 
tional help mechanisms When appropriate. 
Even if all commands Were only one navigational hop 

aWay, hoWever, the documents-With-links UI Would not be 
ideal, because users Want the most common commands to be 
Zero hops aWay. Users also Want context sensitivity to 
command presentation, like that provided by conventional 
context menus. The documents-With-links UI therefore 
accommodates things like toolbars, context menus, and 
other UI shortcuts that the user can customiZe. Like every 
thing else in the documents-With-links UI, shortcuts are 
implemented as documents With links. The UI shortcuts can 
be conceptualiZed as being layered on top of the base 
documents-With-links UI, yet shortcuts are actually con 
structed out of the same components that comprise the 
documents-With-links UI: documents With links. 
As a user looks up commands from the Guide Book, the 

user Will learn short cuts so that the more a user interacts 

With the UI, the less often the user Will typically need to 
navigate to the Guide Book. Therefore, shortcuts Will be 
discussed beloW, With reference to a preferred embodiment 
of this UI architecture implemented on a personal vieWer, as 
the shortcuts Would appear to a user, because, eventually, 
shortcuts are What most users Would use in their day-to-day 
activities With the documents-With-links UI. 
Rich Navigation and Maintaining the User’s Navigational 
History 
When a user performs a navigation action, a record is 

created of Where the user navigated to and at What date and 
time this occurred. It is thus possible to query this set of 
records to derive many vieWs of a user’s navigational 
history, including, for instance, a netWork vieW, also referred 
to as a history map vieW. Ways in Which a user’s naviga 
tional history may be vieWed are discussed in more detail 
beloW in the VieWing History section. 

The history map vieW is a generaliZation of the linear 
history provided by prior art broWsers. The history map vieW 
makes it easy for a user to revisit a place the user visited 
previously, With important cues about the context in terms of 
other places the user Was visiting at the time. The Next 
command Works With the branching history too. A user can 
explore a chain of links, back up, explore a different chain, 
back up, and Next the user’s Way doWn the original chain to 
get back to Where the user Was. This is much easier than 
having to manually re-folloW the original chain of links, 
Which Would be impossible if the user has forgotten the 
chain of links they had previously folloWed. 

This is an important extension of the prior art broWsing 
metaphor. Unlike prior art broWser UIs With their linear 
navigation chain, the documents-With-links UI doesn’t for 
get all the tWists and turns of Where the user has been just 
because the user backs up and proceeds in a different 
direction. The documents-With-links UI stores not only 
Where the user has been, but also the path(s) the user took 
to get there. The user can use the history map and/or the 
Next/Previous commands to get back there again. 
The Next function Works in this netWork-style naviga 

tional context by using heuristics to pick Which path forWard 
the user most likely intends. The most basic rule is to pick 
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the forward path along Which the user backed to the current 
node. Other rules provide additional intelligence to account 
for a user’s knoWn navigational patterns, such as Whether the 
user got to the current node by navigating back by individual 
pages or by groupings of pages (such as by site), or by 
linking from a parent to a child. The Next function could 
include options to present a user With a list of forWard 
choices, textually and/or as a map in Which the user could 
Zoom into desired areas. In this Way, the user can control 
Which branch to take, if the user is not satis?ed With the 
documents-With-links UI’s selection. 

Part of What makes the navigation and context trimming 
heuristics possible is built-in knoWledge of logical levels of 
information grouping. For example, the documents-With 
links UI can include knoWledge of collections of pages 
making up sections and chapters, of collections of sections 
and chapters making up a document, of collections of 
documents making up Web sites, and so on. The same is true 
for the layers of command ?nding and invocation. Such 
knoWledge of semantic clustering helps guide decisions 
about popping contexts and for presenting the user With 
reasonable choices about points to jump to along the Next/ 
Previous chain. 
Aproblem With treating content and UI as part of the same 

navigation space is that the user’s navigation chain gets 
cluttered With UI-related pages. The documents-With-links 
UI solves that through intelligent management of the navi 
gation context, and by making that context a true netWork, 
not just a linear chain. 

Speci?cally, When a user navigates from one place to 
another, a neW branch in the navigation chain is started. So, 
if a user’s context is currently B in the existing chain of 
document pages A-B-C, and the user navigates to D, then the 
neW context is D. D might be a UI page the user navigated 
to from document B. When the user clicks a command on 
page D, the command executes and removes D from the 
navigation context. Thus, after ?nding and executing the 
command, the user’s navigation context is restored to docu 
ment page B. 

To ?nd a needed command the user might have to 
navigate along a chain from D to several other pages in the 
Guide Book, resulting in a chain of several steps branching 
off from B. When the user ?nally picks a command, the 
documents-With-links UI knoWs What to act on, and What to 
remove from the navigation context as folloWs. Commands 
operate on the current selection, and, in general, remove the 
navigation nodes that lie on the branch leading from the 
current selection to the command. Further, additional heu 
ristics may be used for unusual cases. 

Current selections in the documents-With-links UI are 
similar to current selections in prior art desktop UIs, but 
there are differences because the documents-With-links UI 
deals With a netWork of active documents that are different 
than a desktop of active WindoWs. The tWo schemes are 
similar in that every document can have a single, possibly 
disjoint, selected area. The schemes differ in that the 
documents-With-links UI can’t use the idea of the current 
focus to decide What selection a command should operate 
on. In prior art desktop UIs, the document the user Wants to 
operate on typically has the current focus, and all UI 
elements implicitly reference this focus. In the documents 
With-links UI World, the user may have navigated several 
hops aWay from the document the user Wants to operate on, 
as the user looked for the desired command, so, in the 
documents-With-links UI, focus doesn’t disambiguate any 
thing. 

Therefore, in accordance With a preferred embodiment, 
instead of the current selection being the one Whose docu 
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ment has the focus, the current selection is the most recently 
selected area. All commands that are con?gured to operate 
on selections Will operate on that most recently selected 
area. Having executed, they Will trim the navigation context 
at the branch point that leads from the current selection to 
the command itself. 
The bene?t is that users are free to link into the Web of UI 

pages, exploring them as necessary to ?nd the desired 
command, and then to invoke it. The act of doing so Will end 
up trimming all the UI navigation from the context, leaving 
the user back Where the user Was before navigating to UI 
pages. Note that depending on the length and content of the 
navigational path betWeen the command and recent 
selection, the UI may shoW the user the target and prompt 
the user to con?rm before proceeding. 

Note that if no selection exists When a command is 
executed, then the next selection the user establishes Will be 
considered to be the most recent selection for purposes of 
determining the command target. In this case, after the user 
makes the selection, command buttons Will be presented in 
context With the selection by Which the user can con?rm or 
cancel execution of the previously selected command. Of 
course, other suitable methods of determining What selection 
to operate on are also possible. For instance, one such 
method is to alloW only a single selection to be extant at a 
time. That is, any time a neW selection is initiated, any prior 
selection is cancelled (un-selected). Another method is to 
choose What selection to operate on by doing a backWards 
scan in time order through the navigation context until an 
active selection is found. In most cases envisioned by the 
inventors, this latter solution produces the same result as the 
?rst one discussed; i.e., the most recent selection Will be 
found. 
The effect of the algorithm for trimming the navigational 

context is typically to isolate and remove the branch Whose 
purpose Was to ?nd the command that Was just executed. 
Trimming the navigational context of navigation to UI pages 
does not alWays occur, hoWever. For example, an Apply 
command for property setting could leave the property form 
active and not trim the navigation context. Of course, 
different commands may choose to operate on the navigation 
context in different Ways. Nevertheless, a couple standard 
Ways Will typically cover most of the cases. 
Flexible Selection Model 
The documents-With-links UI does not require users to 

make a selection before invoking a command. Users are free 
to select ?rst and then click a command, or click the 
command ?rst and then make a selection. If an appropriate 
selection does not exist When a command is invoked, the 
user is prompted to make a selection at that time. The 
selection mechanism and command verbs are designed to 
give users a lot of latitude about the order in Which they do 
things When carrying out commands. Besides ?tting better to 
users’ personal habits, this makes it harder for users to do 
something “Wrong,” such as inadvertently applying format 
ting to text other than the text the user Wants to reformat. 
Page Display Depends Upon the Link Used to Navigate to 
the Page 
The documents-With-links UI may display the same page 

of a document differently depending upon Which link navi 
gated a user to the page. Suppose the user Wants to ?ll in the 
TO: ?eld of an e-mail message. In this situation, the user 
Wants to open the address book and make possibly several 
choices. To accomplish this Within the document/navigation 
metaphor, forms could have special-purpose chooser con 
trols Where this provides a good shortcut for the most 
common choices. But the chooser UI should also make it 
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possible to leverage the full power of the navigation, 
browsing, viewing, and search UI that is available in list 
oriented documents like ?le folders and the address book. 
Making a choice from such a list should be a matter of just 
navigating to that list as a user Would in any other context 
and making the choice. 

For the address book example, the documents-With-links 
UI provides a link to the address book that is associated With 
the input ?eld. The documents-With-links UI makes the link 
from an input ?eld to its choice document, the address book 
in this example, be a command With navigation behavior, as 
opposed to being an ordinary link. This command navigates 
the user to the document the user needs to choose from and 
captures anything the user selects. After selecting the 
addresses the user Wants, the user can simply navigate back 
to the send form Where the TO: ?eld is. Alternatively, the 
user could close the address book or use an OK command, 
either of Which Would return the user automatically. There is 
nothing to save, because all choice state is captured as the 
user proceeds. If there is a change in plan, the user could 
simply cancel the current selection, or clear the TO: ?eld 
When the user returns. 

If the user later Wants to change the TO: ?eld choices, the 
user may click the TO: ?eld link again, and the user is taken 
back to the address book, With all the current choices still 
highlighted. The current choices are highlighted because the 
command that takes the user to the address book picks up the 
TO: state and paints the required selection regions. 

To facilitate making selections in scenarios like this 
address book example, an additional facility is provided. 
The command Which presents the document to choose from 
can also cause checkboxes to appear next to each entry in the 
document. Rather than manually selecting items in the 
document, the user can check or uncheck the checkboxes. 
This causes the associated entry to be selected or unselected, 
respectively. 

In this address book example, the user is accessing a 
standard document, the address book, and the normal mul 
tiple selection idiom to make and change the user’s TO: ?eld 
?ll-in choices. The user has the full poWer of the normal UI 
for navigating, vieWing, and searching, the address book and 
can navigate to other documents containing addresses Where 
the user can make other choices. Note that because the 
selection state is associated With the path the user took to 
reach the address book, the user Will see the TO: items 
highlighted in the address book only if the user links to the 
address book (or successor nodes) via the TO: ?eld in 
question. Thus, the existence of an active To: ?eld does not 
interfere With other uses of the address book or With other 
active To: ?elds. 

This is a signi?cant principle of the documents-With-links 
UI: the path a user takes to reach a document typically 
affects the behavior and presentation of the document. This 
is a Way to achieve state-like behavior Without requiring 
special modes or UI mechanisms like dialogs. The imple 
mentation of chooser ?elds is one of the more important uses 
of this concept. 
Modeless UI 

Unlike prior art UI’s, the documents-With-links UI is 
essentially modeless. For example, a user could be involved 
in ?lling out a form for carrying out a UI operation such as 
creating a formatting style for a table. In the middle of doing 
this the user could navigate aWay from this UI form and get 
engaged in some other UI operation, such as ?lling out 
another form for a different purpose, and then, at any time, 
navigate back to the original, incomplete form. There is no 
restriction on the number of such incomplete operations that 
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can be in progress simultaneously. Nor is there any limita 
tion on sWitching aWay from such incomplete operations. 
This is unlike the prior art, Where complex operations, 
typically performed via dialogs, must generally be complete 
or cancelled before the user sWitches to another activity. 
Unlike prior UI’s, the user of a documents-With-links UI is 
typically not restricted from interrupting one operation to 
initiate another, or several others, nor Would such an inter 
ruption cause the user to lose Work already performed in 
partially completing the ?rst operation. 
Creating and Saving Information 
Another architectural topic central to the documents-With 

links UI is the model for creating and saving information. 
Any time a user creates something neW, the user is creating 
a neW document and linking it into a context. For an object 
inserted into an existing document, such as an embedded 
annotation, the user is linking it into the document that is to 
contain it, With link properties implicitly set to make the 
object visualiZe in place (OLE-style embedding). Physically, 
the object is stored as a child Within the parent document’s 
container. 

For neW, standalone objects, like a neW Word processing 
document, the object is instead added to the current navi 
gation context, as if the user had done a Next to it from 
Wherever the user Was When the user issued the NeW 
command. Physically, the object may be stored in the user’s 
sea of “free space” in a hidden system folder, not part of any 
folder the user is aWare of, unless and until the user chooses 
to ?le it someWhere. 
The user does not need to put documents into a ?ling 

hierarchy or save them. This is because the documents-With 
links UI stores all navigational history. Accordingly, users 
can ?nd the documents they create by vieWing or searching 
their history map. Auser could ?le a document into a folder 
as an optional step, using a Save As command or by 
manually creating a link in the folder that leads to the 
document (the Save As command could be simply a shortcut 
for creating such a link). Also, the user could use Save/Save 
As to update or create versions of a document in the ?ling 
hierarchy as desired. 

Example HardWare Platforms for Implementing 
Aspects of the Invention 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a conventional general 
purpose digital computing environment that can be used to 
implement various aspects of the invention. Computer 100 
includes a processing unit 110, a system memory 120, and 
a system bus 130 that couples various system components 
including the system memory to the processing unit 110. The 
system bus 130 may be any of several types of bus structures 
including a memory bus or memory controller, a peripheral 
bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus architec 
tures. The system memory includes read only memory 
(ROM) 140 and random access memory (RAM) 150. 
A basic input/output system 160 (BIOS), containing the 

basic routines that help to transfer information betWeen 
elements Within the computer 100, such as during start-up, 
is stored in ROM 140. Computer 100 also includes a hard 
disk drive 170 for reading from and Writing to a hard disk 
(not shoWn), a magnetic disk drive 180 for reading from or 
Writing to a removable magnetic disk 190, and an optical 
disk drive 191 for reading from or Writing to a removable 
optical disk 192 such as a CD ROM or other optical media. 
The hard disk drive 170, magnetic disk drive 180, and 
optical disk drive 191 are connected to the system bus 130 
by a hard disk drive interface 192, a magnetic disk drive 
interface 193, and an optical disk drive interface 194, 


















