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Digital Survey Plan Project
(e-Survey Project )

Presented by the Surveyor General Division
Land Title and Survey Authority of BC

Speaker – Brent Taylor, BCLS, CLS
Polaris Land Surveying Inc

Association of BC Land Surveyors

Land Title and Survey Authority

e-Survey Team

Brent Taylor, Polaris Land Surveying Inc
Jeff Beddoes, Surveyor General Division

Douglas Ford, Surveyor General Division
Jane McMinn, Surveyor General Division 

Darcy Hammett, Land Titles Division
Denis Thomas, Land Titles Division

Sandy King, Land Titles Division

Introductions
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Godfrey Archbold, CEO LTSA

Richard Hargraves, Surveyor General Division
Ian Smith, Land Titles Division 

Fujitsu Consulting
MacDonald Dettwiler & Associates

PARComputers Services Inc

Linda Norman, Ministry of Agriculture & Lands
Sue Bergin, Ministry of Agriculture & Lands

Supporting Actors

Land Title and Survey Authority

1. Current State of the Project
2. Current submission process – Crown Land Registry
3. e-Survey submission process - Crown Land Registry
4. Making a submission
5. Corrections if required
6. Viewing results
7. Current submission process – Land Title Office
8. e-Survey submission process – Land Title Office
9. Making a submission
10. Corrections if required
11. Viewing results

Agenda
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Current State of the Project

Land Title and Survey Authority

Current State – Crown Land Registry
• No legislative changes required

• Pilot User Manual complete

• System is in pilot

• First well site plans being submitted

• Land Act, Mineral Tenure Act and Coal Act plans next.

• Full launch expected late spring 2006
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Current State – Land Titles
• Significant legislative changes required

• System is in test

•Functional testing is complete

•Detailed user testing yet to be done

• Pilot User Manual not started yet

• Launch date unknown – dependent on legislation

Land Title and Survey Authority

High Level Overview
Current Process

CROWN LAND REGISTRY
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Current Process
• Surveyor prepares, signs and submits original Mylar to 

the Surveyor General’s office by courier, post or hand.

• Plan is reviewed by the Surveyor General Division’s 
(SGD) staff.

• If applicable, the plan is defected and returned to the 
Surveyor.

• Once a plan is acceptable, the plan is presented to the 
Surveyor General for confirmation.

• The Surveyor General confirms the plan by physically 
signing the plan.

• Mylar scanned and accessible electronically through 
Tantalis/GATOR.

Land Title and Survey Authority

High Level Overview
New Process

CROWN LAND REGISTRY
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Digital Submission Process

Survey 
performed

Survey 
dataset 
created

Plan digitally 
certified Plan 

deposited at 
LTSA

Plan 
electronically 

submitted

Plan image 
produced

PDF

‘Field to Filing’ Stream

Land Title and Survey Authority

• Surveyor needs a copy of Adobe Acrobat Standard v6 or 
better in order to digitally sign survey plans.

• Surveyor needs to be registered with a BC Online 
account in order to reserve plan numbers.

• Surveyor needs to obtain a Digital Certificate from 
Juricert.

• Plan number pre-assigned.
• All plans require a Crown Land Plan Submission Form.
• Fees are collected by BC Online.

So, what is different?
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• Ensure you have Version 6 or 7 standard or professional 
– the Reader is not sufficient

• Set up the preferences to see field background
• Install and set up digital signature
• Set up folder structure to assist in work flow

Acrobat

Land Title and Survey Authority

• BC Online account required
• As long as you have LTO access you are in business
• Terms of account need to be suitable for plan 

submission fees.
• Automatic Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) is the most 

suitable option.
• Set up notifier options (email or BC Online mailbox)
• Note: The processing fees associated with digital survey 

plans are $2.50 per digital signature and $1.50 for each 
submission via EFS.

BC Online
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Juricert

www.juricert.com

Land Title and Survey Authority
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Land Title and Survey Authority
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Land Title and Survey Authority

• Application form needs to be witnessed by a lawyer or 
notary

• Fax the form to Juricert
• Juricert will confirm status with ABCLS
• Juricert will send email when certificate is ready
• Download must be done within 7 days
• A few steps are required to set up the signature in 

Acrobat – set up must conform to LTSA standards
• Signature can be used to sign any document via Acrobat 

– not limited to legal plans

Digital Signatures
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• Three plan number series for all e-survey plans (except 
well sites)
• Land Title Act Plans (EPP)
• Strata Property Act Plans (EPS)
• Crown Land Registry Plans (EPC)

• BCLS obtains plan numbers in advance
• BCLS assigns numbers to plans
• Once plan has been submitted to Registry that number 

cannot be reused.
• BCLS must register with LTSA to get plan numbers

Plan Number Assignment

Land Title and Survey Authority

Request Plan Number

• All templates will be available here once the 
system is in production

• This site should be checked regularly to ensure you 
have the current version of any template.



12

Land Title and Survey Authority

• Complete the Acrobat Form
• Apply Digital Signature
• Submit through EFS
• One time process

Registering

Land Title and Survey Authority

• DO NOT CERTIFY A DOCUMENT
• Always use the ‘Continue Signing’ option

Signing
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Signing

Do not include a ‘Reason 
for Signing’

You can set up different 
appearances for different 

purposes.

Land Title and Survey Authority

• Choose Submit Surveyor Registration
• Browse and find the file
• Submit

Registering
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• Folio – your internal reference number
• Commission number
• Type of plan
• Number of plan numbers required (1 to 9)

Obtaining a Plan Number

Land Title and Survey Authority

Notifier

•Use the ‘Notifier Log Inquiry’ to see messages

•They will also be delivered to your mailbox
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Assigned Plan Number Report

Land Title and Survey Authority

The Plan Image (MYLAR)
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The Plan Image (e-Survey)
•Plan Number 
(no Plan/Tube 
number will be 
assigned)

•Scale

•Land Title 
District

•Form 9

•Official Plan

•No SG 
Signature

Land Title and Survey Authority

Submission Form
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Submission Form

Land Title and Survey Authority

Submission Form



18

Land Title and Survey Authority

Version 6

•Documents pull 
down
•Pages
•Insert

Insert Plan Image

Land Title and Survey Authority

Version 6

•Insert after the 
last page
•Template will re-
order the pages 
when digitally 
signed if you get 
the order wrong

Insert Plan Image
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Warnings will be 
shown if the form 
has not been 
completed properly 
at the time you try 
to sign it.

Insert Plan Image

Land Title and Survey Authority

•Signature

•Page 
numbering

•Control 
Number

Signed Plan
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Submitting the Plan

Land Title and Survey Authority

•Folio 
Number

•Notification 
(not 
applicable for 
CLR)

•Immediate, 
Hold or 
Deferred

•Browse for 
file

•Submit 
Package

Submitting the Plan
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•Message as a result of choosing the HOLD option

Submitting the Plan

Land Title and Survey Authority

•Useful tool to validate package
•Change status to actually submit when ready

Queue Status
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•Uncheck ‘Deduct LTSA Fees’ box

Alterations

Land Title and Survey Authority

•Check Alteration 
•Enter Control Number
•Include explanation of changes
•Re-submit

Alterations
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Viewing Files
• Confirmed plans are 

available from GATOR

• Images are converted to TIF

• Plan number is imprinted on 
submission form

• SG confirmation is added

Land Title and Survey Authority

Questions
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High Level Overview
Current Process

LAND TITLE OFFICE

Land Title and Survey Authority

Current Process
• Surveyor prepares and signs original Mylar.

• Owner and charge holder signatures obtained on Mylar.

• Package is submitted for AO approval.

• Approving Officer Approval is obtained on Mylar.

• Package is submitted to LTO.

• Plan is reviewed by the LTO staff.

• If applicable, the plan is defected and returned to the Surveyor.

• Once a plan is acceptable, the plan is presented to the Deputy 
Registrar.

• The Deputy Registrar accepts the plan for filing by physically signing 
the Mylar.

• Mylar scanned and accessible electronically through BCOnline.
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High Level Overview
New Process

LAND TITLE OFFICE

Land Title and Survey Authority
Digital Submission Process

Survey 
performed

Survey 
dataset 
created

Plan digitally 
certified Plan 

deposited at 
LTSA

Plan 
electronically 

submitted

Plan image 
produced

PDF

‘Field to Filing’ Stream
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• Surveyor needs to obtain a Digital Certificate from Juricert.
• Surveyor needs a copy of Adobe Acrobat Standard v6 or better in order to 

digitally sign survey plans.
• Surveyor needs to be registered with a BC Online account in order to 

reserve plan numbers.
• Plan number pre-assigned.
• Entire package must be all electronic or all paper.
• All plans require an ‘Application to Deposit Plan, Land Title Office’ (DSPL) 

Form.
• Owners, charge holders and approvals are collected on DSPL.
• A subscriber certifies that they have signatures in their possession.
• Submission to LTO via BC Online.
• Fees are collected by BC Online.

So, what is different?

Land Title and Survey Authority

The Plan Image (e-Survey)
•Plan Number

•Scale

•Land Title 
District

•Form 9

•No owners or 
charge holders

•Approval 
jurisdiction – no 
signature

•No Registrar’s 
Signature
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SPC – Work in Progress

Land Title and Survey Authority

SPC – Work in Progress

•Insert plan image into SPC

•Digitally sign 

•Control number created
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DSPL – Work in Progress

Land Title and Survey Authority

DSPL – Work in Progress
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DSPL – Work in Progress

Land Title and Survey Authority

• A plan package may also include multiple plans and 
associated documents

• All to be submitted as one package through EFS
• Submissions may be Immediate, Hold or Deferred
• Package may be submitted by anyone with a BC Online 

account
• Notifier sent when package is registered

Submit Plan to LTO
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• If a package is rejected the submitter is notified through 
a notifier

• If changes to a plan are considered non-material by the 
examiner a revised plan image can be prepared.

• A new SPC form is required which will generate a new 
control number

• The same plan number can be used
• All defected plans and documents are re-submitted using 

the ‘Corrective Declaration’ process.

Defect Notices

Land Title and Survey Authority

• E-Survey plans will be available through BC Online
• Your submission also remain available for 90 days in the 

submission queue

Viewing Results
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Questions


